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DIRECTO RS’ REPORT.

To His Excellency David M. Clough, Governor o f  Minnesota.
 In compliance with law, we respectfully submit the tenth 

 biennial report of the “ Minnesota Institute for Defectives" embrac- 
 ing the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth years for the School for the 

Deaf, and the thirty-first and thirty-second years for the School for 
the Blind, and the seventeenth and eighteenth years’ work for the 
School for the Feeble-Minded.

In July of the present year, the Hon. Anthony Kelly, of Min­
neapolis, who had served as a true, faithful and efficient member of 

"the board of directors for a little more than ten years, voluntarily 
 resigned his position, and the Hon. John O ’Brien, of Stillwater, was 
 duly appointed to fill the vacancy thus occurring, and we had the 

pleasure of welcoming him at our regular August meeting.
The school work in the several departments of the institute 

under the management of our able and experienced superintendents,
 each with his earnest and devoted faculty, has been highly 

satisfactory in all departments.
The industrial departments of the several schools are growing

in interest and value year by year.
With the special appropriations made at the last legislative 

session, the following improvements have been made: 
                                       SCHOOL FOR T H E  DE AF . 
 A deep well has been sunk, furnishing an unlimited supply of 

 excellent water connecting with all the water mains running to the 
 other schools of the Institute; and an Underwriters pump inaugu- 

r ated, by which, in case of fire, we can cover the buildings, of all 
 the schools.

A new enlarged smoke stack has been erected ; and a trades
 building of stone for cooking school and other industries for girls

 enclosed and on the road to completion.
SCHOOL FOR T H E  BLIND.

The completion of the second floor of the hospital; the in- 
tro d u c t io n  of steam to the cottage, the erection of a small, but com­
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modious barn and carriage house : and a retaining wall on the 
north side to the Faribault Bluff.

SCHOOL FOR THE FEEBLE-MINDED
An annex for epileptics ; an addition to the main building for 

shops, store department, cold storage and training rooms; new 
dynamo at the main plant; and a dairy and storage barn and hog 
house with full equipments, at the farm.

The city having contracted for a main sewer on the east side 
of Straight river, r u n n i n g  through the grounds of all our schools, 
and those of Seabury, St. Mary's and Shattuck, the construction of 
which is fast progressing with the reasonable expectation of com­
pletion during the winter; we embraced the opportunity to connect 
and use the same --executing only the work of laying the sewer 
through the state grounds, thus solving economically a problem 
which has vexed the management for years, and silencing the 
charge that our infected river was a source of danger.

It will be seen by our financial report herein, that no deficien­
cies occur in any of the funds accredited.

In the current expense account, our traditional surplus again 
appears for the year ending August 1st, 1898 viz :

T o  the D e a f ................ ............................................................................................. $ 3 , 9 8 4 . 5 5
T o  the Blind............................................................................................................  1 ,3 3 6 .8 4
To the Feeble-Minded................................................................................  4 ,240.21

Ag g re g ati n g ...............................................................................  $14,561.60

This is no evidence that the estimated per capita was exces­
sive ; but is due to close buying- in depressed markets, lower wages 
for employes, and especially to the mild winters covered by the re­
port, largely reducing the expense of fuel; and so is no evidence 
that the estimates of annual expense can safely be reduced.

These estimates h a v e  been h e re to fo re  made in full consulta­
tion with Secretary Hart from tables of the average cost in other 
like institutions in the United States, and the estimates for the 
next two years will be presented by Secretary Jackson of the State 
Board of Charities and Corrections, after thorough study of the 
situation.

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION S.
The condition of the special funds will be found in the finan­

cial report herein.
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF.

The wooden cornice of the Main Building for the Deaf, and so 
much o f the roofing as is of w ood, are decaying and should be re-
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built of galvanized iron and slate. A  large portion of it is over 
th irty  years old. For this, and sewer repairs and water and con­
nections, we ask the sum of $5,000.00 for each of the years covered 

by the legislative appropriations—in all $10,000.00.
SCHOOL FOR T H E  BLIND.

 The School for the Blind asks for no special appropriation. A  
separate building for girls’ domicile is very much desired by the 
management, and should be provided at no distant day, but it has 
been decided not to apply for it at this time.

SCHOOL F O R T H E  F E E B L E -M IN D E D .

This department is still unable to receive all who knock at its 
doors. There are now present 646 pupils and custodials. The 
wards are full ; but the installation of an isolated hospital might 
make room for fifty more, and, at the present writing, 153 a p p l ic ­

ations are on file, and, doubtless, others would have been filed but 
for the conviction that it would be useless. Impartial justice to all 

o f  the afflicted families of the state seems to demand provision for 
a l l  proper cases now necessarily denied admission to the school. 
To accommodate those who have already filed their applications,
will require an additional building of the capacity of Skinner Hall 
(last built) and will cost, finished and furnished, at least 
$ 8 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 .  We urge upon our legislators due consideration of this 
question ; confidently relying upon their loyalty to the State, to 

s olve it justly and wisely.
Whatever may be done about increased domicile capacity,— 

economy and safety seem to demand a detached hospital building. 
It would reduce the required number of nurses and medical visits, 
and protect the school from the dangers of epidemics and con­
tagion. We estimate the cost of the building, lighted, heated, 
and supplied with water, at $20,000.00. Any possible remainder 
of such sums should be spent to enlarge the quarters now used for 
the farm colony and so increase their number.

S U M M A R Y  O F  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .  C U R R E N T  E X P E N S E .

       For the Deaf :       For the Blind :       For the Feeble-Minded :
1899-1900. $50,600.00        1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0   $ 2 1 , 3 0 0 . 0 0       1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0  

$112,000.001900-1901 52,800.00        1900-1901 22,600.00            1900-1901 112,000.00

T ota l  1 0 3 ,4 0 0 .0 0  Total. $ 43 ,9 00 .0 0 TOTAL $224,000.00

We call attention to the provisions of Chap. 291 of the Ses. 
Laws of 1867 applying new tests of admission to our state edu-
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cational institutions, and respectfully urge that no more stringent 
conditions shall be exacted for the admission of pupils to our several 
schools than are required for admission to the public schools of the 
State. So soon as a family has acquired a bona fide residence in 
any school district in our State, the children belonging thereto 
are cheerfully accorded the privileges of the public schools therein. 
But if one of the flock should unfortunately be blind, deaf, or 
feeble-minded, requiring more than ordinary care and training, he 
must wait a year before enjoying the privileges of the special 
schools; and if his parents are indigent and require aid for their 
support, the time during which they may receive public contribu­
tions shall not be credited, and so they never enjoy the privileges of 
the state institutions, unless the State Board of Charities,— 
a merely advisory body without judicial or executive functions, on 
their own motion, without testimony or personal examination, may 
choose to suspend the provisions of the act and order their admis­
sion.

If the principle of the Act was correct, which we do not admit; 
it would seem that such discretion might more appropriately be 
lodged, as heretofore, with the special managers of the schools, 
whose business it is to study and familiarize themselves with all of 
these problems. They have ever held strictly to the legal require­
ment that the privileges of the schools pertain only to residents of 
the State, and we know of no charge that the statutes have not 
been complied with. We are loyal to the State Board of Correc­
tions and Charities and desire to co-operate with them fully; but we 
feel assured that they cannot desire to be burdened with the foreign 
functions here referred to.

We call attention to the accompanying reports of the treasurer, 
steward, and superintendents of the several departments of the 
Institute, and the suggestions therein made.

We hereby acknowledge the prompt and cordial co-operation 
of, and valuable aid rendered by Governor Clough and the other 
members of the State government in our work; and the pleasant 
relations already established with the secretary of the Board of 
Corrections and Charities.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Minnesota Institute 
for Defectives, Respectfully submitted,

R. A. MOTT,
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SCHOOL F O R  FE E B LE  M IN D E D

 [PART FO U R TH .]

REPORT OF TH E SUPERINTENDEN T

OF T H E

SCHOOL FOR FEEBLE-MINDED.

O F F I C E R S  A ND  T E A C H E R S  -  18 9 6 -18 9 7.

G E N E R A L .

Superintendent and P hysic ian -— A. C. Rogers, B. S . , M. D.
Assistant Superintendent— Joseph M assey.
Assistant P h ysicia n s— J. W .  Bailey, B . A . , M . D . ,  Lucy A. Wheeler. M.D .  
Steward and Superintendent o f  Construction— J .R .  P arshall.
Stenographer and Secretary— Miss Bertha Jensen.
Clerk— A . M .  Hatch.
V isitor 's A tten d a n t— M is s  Edith S ha rp e .
E ngineer— E . B .  Dickinson.

T R A I N I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

M atron— Miss Am elia P. Stockdale.
P rin cip a l Teacher— Miss Laura Baker.
Teachers— Miss Margaret McLean, Mrs. Em ily  Tanner. M is s  Addie B . 

Johnston, Mrs. Clida L. Bailey.
Vocal Teacher-- Miss Ella Frazee.
Girls'  Industrial Teacher— Miss Louise McCarthy.
K in d ergartner— Miss Ruby M. Sharpe.
Band T ea ch er - - W .  H. Holden.
M anager B o y s '  I n d us tr ial T r a in in g — Joseph Massey.
Housekeeper— Mrs. Belle Jackson.
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B O Y S '  C U S T O D I A  ( " S U N N Y S I D E " )

M atron — Miss M ary E. Slack.
T e a c h e r — Mrs. Ellen N. Requier.
Su pervisor— Louis Grendahl.
Housekeeper— Mrs. Jennie Jones.

G I R L S '  C U S T O D I A  ( “ G E O  E .  S K I N N E R  H A L L " )

M atron— Mrs. Eugenia Radcliffe.
T e a c h e r — Miss Dora McRoberts. 
Hous e k e e p e r — Miss Belle Bradfield.

B O Y S ’ E P I L E P T I C  D E P A R T M E N T  ( ‘ ‘ T H E  R e t r e a t . " )
(Organized Feb. 18, 1897.)

M atron— Miss Lizzie E . Stephensen,
T eacher—Mrs. Ellen N. Requier.

F A R M  C O L O N Y  ( “ S P R I N G D A L E . ” )

F a r m e r — C. N. Stewart.
M atron— Mrs. Alice J. Stewart.

O F F I C E R S  A N D  T E A C H E R S - - 1 8 9 7 - 1 8 98.

Superintendent and  P h ysic ia n — A. C. Rogers. B. S . , M. D.
A ctin g  Steward and A ssistant Superintendent— Joseph Massey.
P h ysic ia n s— F. S. Warren, M. D., Lucy A . Wheeler. M. D.
Steward f o r  In stitu te and Superintendent o f   Construction—  J. R. Parshall. 
Stenographer and Secretary— Miss Bertha Jensen.
B ook-keeper— Miss Edith Sharpe.
Visitors' Attendant and Office Assistant -Miss Pearle V. Burnham. 
Engineer— E. B. Dickinson.

 T R A I N I N G  D E P A R T M E N T .

M atr o n— Miss Amelia P. Stockdale.
P rincipal  Teacher— Miss Margaret McLean.
Teachers— Mrs. E m ily  Tanner, Miss Addie B. Johnston. Miss Sarah E. 

Harris.
Vocal Teacher— Miss Ella Frazee. 
Sloyd Teacher— M iss  Lucile E. Gilman.
K in d ergartn er— Miss Ruby M. Sharpe.
B and Teacher— W . H. Holden.
G irls ' In d u stria l Teacher— Miss Louise McCarthy.
Boys' Industrial Teacher— A. R. Tracy. B. E.
l Housekeeper— Mrs. Tabitha DeHarven.

B O Y S ’ C U S T O D I A  ( " S U N N Y S I D E " )

M a tron— Miss Mary E. Slack.
Teacher—Mrs. Ellen N. Requier.
Supervisor— Louis Grendahl.
Housekeeper -M rs. Belle Jackson.
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G IR L S' C U S T O D IA  ( "G E O  E . S K IN N E R  H A L L ")  

Matr o n ---Mrs. Eugenia Radcliffe.
Teacher— Miss Dora McRoberts.
Housekeeper— Miss Belle Bradfield.

E P I L E P T I C  D E P A R T M E N T

B O Y S  ( " T H E  R E T R E A T " )

Matron—Miss Lizzie E. Stephensen.
Teacher— Mrs. Ellen Requier.

G I R L S  ( “ T H E  A N N E X . " )  
(Organized June 13, 1 8 9 8 )  

M atron—-Mrs. Margaret M . Hatch.
Teacher— Miss Dora McRoberts.

 F A R M  C O L O N Y  S P R I N G D A L E

Farm er— C. K. L indslev.
M atron— Mrs. Jennie L indsley.

A D V I S O R Y ,
Consulting P h ysician— F. M. Rose, M. D., Faribault. 
Oculist and A a r ist— A . F . Pringle. M . D., N o rthfield.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPO RT,

T o  the Board Of Directors, 
G e n t l e m e n :  The movement of population a t  the S c h o o l  for 

Feeble-Minded, from July 31, 1896, to August 1, 1898, was as 
follows:

MALES FEMALES  TOTAL
Present A u g . 1, 1896 190 181 371
A bsen t for  the time 71 56 127
A dm itted  during two years 1 6 8 122 29O
Re-adm itted during two years 7 6 13

T ota ls 4 3 6 365 801

Discharged 3 6 9
Dropped 32 21 5 3
Died 3 9 19 58
A bsent for  the time. July 31. 1898.7 9 58 137
Present J uly 3 1 , 1 8 98 2 8 3 26 1 544

Totals 436 365 801
T h e  total attendance was: 1 8 96-97, 645; 1897-98, 733
Average attendance was: 1 8 96-97, 511; 1897-98, 590.
Estimated average for next biennial period, (if accommoda­

tions are provided.)  700.
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A P P L IC A T IO N S .

Applications have been received as follows :
Males .

1 8 9 6 - 9 7 ........................................................................................................  8 9
1 8 9 7 - 9 8 ........................................................................................................  7 4

Totals ..............................................................................  1 6 3
A p p l i c a t i o n s p r e v i o u s . ....................................................................  6 2 7

Tota l  received to July 3 1 , 1 8 9 8 ...................  7 0 0
T h e  applications filed in advance of room A u g u s t  1 ,  1 8 9 8

F e m a l e s.
48
56

1 0 4  
5 1 0

6 1 4

Total. 

13 7  
1 3 0

2 6 7  
1 , 1 3 7

1 , 4 0 4  
l 3 9

M O R T A L I T Y .

During the year ending July 31, 1897, there were twenty-eight 
deaths among 645 in attendance, or four and three-tenths per cent., 
and for the following year there were thirty deaths among a popu­
lation of 733, or four per cent.

The following table gives detailed information as to sex and 
cause of death :

MalesCause.

Cancrum Oris............................................
Carcinoma of Pancreas................. ...... ...............1
Cerebral C ongestion............................ ..1
Cerebral Hemorrhage........................ ..1
D y se n te ry .......................... .......................................... ............. ...............1
Epilepsy.................................................................. 7...........         4
Hydrocephalus..................................................... 1...........        1
Inanition................................................................. 7...........       1
Inflammation of Bowels............................... 1
Influenz a ......................................................... .. 1
Intestinal Obstruction...................................  1
Measles  Oedema G loti s  

and       Laryngitis 1 3             2                  5                 
Sequelae  Broncho-Pneumoina 1  
Mitral Insufficiency and Chronic

Nephritis....................................................... 1
Mitral Regurgitation.....................................  1
Myocarditis..........................................................  1
Pneum onia...........................................................  4........... ...............4
Sarcoma of L u n g ............................................. 1
Tuberculosis.......................................................  6........... ...............5
Accidental (Drowning).................................  1

T ota ls .............................................................  39

F e m a l e s.

1
Total.

1
1
1
1
1

11
2
8
1
1
1

The rate is a trifle lower for this biennial period than for the 
previous one, but it must necessarily be high as compared with 
that of institutions, in which all conditions to mental weakness 
and epilepsy, without regard to bodily weakness, are not recieved.
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During the year just closed, we suffered from an epidemic o f  
measles, which severely taxed our capacity for the care of the sick 
with crowded buildings and limited accommodations for hospital 
work under ordinary conditions. On March 6, 1898, Lorence S., 
from Todd county, was admitted to the training department. On 
the 16th, he was sent to bed with measles, after having exposed 
other children during the invasion of the disease. The epidemic 
was easily confined to the building in which it first appeared, but 
as the disease is communicated most easily at the time its char­
acteristic symptoms are developing, the epidemic was necessarily 
quite general, and sixty-eight were sick. Of these, five died from 
measles directly, or from complications involving the respiratory 
organs, as shown by the table. One case of broncho-pneumonia 
followed very closely after measles, and the fatality was, doubt­
less, due to the preceding disease though not credited to it on the 
table. The long period of incubation in the initial case suggests 
the probability that the germs were brought in the boy ’s clothing.

This experience is only one of many of a less serious nature il­
lustrating the advantage of a receiving department for the tempo­
rary isolation of new arrivals from the general population and 
simple facilities for the thorough disinfection of all clothing 
brought into the institution.

The case of drowning was an epileptic man, James J., from 
Martin county, who slipped away from the grounds without the 
knowledge or permission of his attendant to go in swimming-. His 
body was recovered a short time afterwards in a deep hole in 
Straight river, where he had, doubtless, been seized with a cramp 
or epileptic convulsion.

D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  P O P U L A T I O N .

The largest attendance for the biennial period was on April 
13, 1898, when it was 630, distributed as follows :

Males. Females. Total.
Training Department (Centre)......... 111 111 222
Boys' Custodia (Sunnyside)............... 157 157
G irls ’ Custodia (Geo.  E. Skinner Hall) 17 5 175
Epileptic Boys (The Retreat)........... 52 5 2
Farm (Springdale)................................ 24 24

Totals................................................   Upon the admission of a child, it is considered with referenceto the following: (1) epilepsy, (2) degree of mental infirmity,(3) physical disabilities from disease or age, and its classification 344 2 86      630
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and assignment to the proper department is made accordingly.
T h o s e  assigned to the

TRAINING DEPARTMENT 
are then c a r e fu l ly  examined w ith  re ference  to their  mental  condi­
tions and m otor  abilit ies,  and assigned to the t ra in ing  and class in­
dicated. Se l f -he lp fu lness  and general  u lt imate  usefulness  are kept 
constant ly  in view.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  table and descr ip t ions  indicate the plan of 
grading.

F I R S T  D I V I S I O N .  

Sen se  t r a in in g .  Pr ac t i ca l  exe rc ises .
(5 hours  a d a y. )

Kindergarten.

S E C O N D  D I V I S I O N .

lite ra ry
Class " D "

(Sec. 1 ) ......................................13/4hrs.
(Sec. 2 ) ......................................1 3 / 4

Class " C . "
(See. 1 ) ......................................2 1/2
(Sec. 2 ) ......................................21/2

Class " B . "
(Sec . 1 ) ......................................13/4
(Sec. 2 ) ......................................13/4
(Sec.3 ) ......................................11/2

Class " A . "
(Sec. 1 ) ............................. .. 11/2
(Sec. 2 ) ............................... 2 1 / 2

MUSIC

Vocalsenior class...................3/4 
hr.junior class....................1/2 ""

instruments (1) violin.........................1/2(2) Piano..............................1/2 Band(1) 
Individual.........................11/4(2) Concert.............................1

industrial
N e t -w o r k ....................................... 1 A hrs.
I ron in g  Class.

I Sec. 1 ) ..................................... 1 “
iSec. 2 ) ..................................... 13;  “
1 Sec. :■{)..................................... 1 yz “

Sewing1 and Lace 'Work.
i Sec. 1 ) ..................................... IH  “
1 Sec. 2 ) ..................................... l ->4 •*
1 Sec. -'U ...............................1 .4

Sli iyd.
(Sec. 1 ) .....................................1 ll
(Sec. 2 ) .....................................  V “
1 Sec. : { ) .....................................  •>.*
iSec. 4 ) ..................................... l '-2

Manual  Train ing.
(Sec. 1 ) ...................................V i
s Sec. 2 1 .................. .................. 1 -U
\ S e c . • 1 ! .....................................1 1 i

third division
physical culture

(3/4 hour) 
1 . Indian Clubs,
2.  D u m b  BELLS.
3 .w an ds
( 4 ) S w e d i s h  g y m n a s t i c s .
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In the Kindergarten the methods are modified from those of 
the Froebel system to suit the requirements of these special chil­
dren. They do pricking, sewing,  weaving,  pasting, paper folding, 
paper cutting', and clay modelling. In color work they have par­
quetry, bead stringing, laying of colored sticks, etc. In addition, 
t h e y  use peg tiles, string straws according to color, make paper 
cha ins , string beads according to form and color, etc. N ot many 
of the Gifts are used; chiefly Gifts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7. T h ey  are 
encouraged  to talk and describe objects aronnd them. Motion 
songs and games are much used. T h ey  learn to march in line and 
keep good time!

Class “ D "  is composed of the lowest grade of children who 
have literary training'. T hey  are taught color and form, reed 
from chart and primer, write from copy, and combine numbers be­
low ten with the use of objects.

In " C ” or the Primary Class, there are two divisions. Each 
is in school one-half day. T he girls, when not in school, are in 
the sewing room or ironing class, the boys, in the sloyd class or 
shop.

In this class they do chart, primer, first and second reader 
work. T heir  writing grades from tracing to writing legibly  from 
dictation. T h ey  compose and write brief letters, with aid in spell­
ing and punctuation, learn to tell time, count money, and make 
change for small amounts. T h e y  work with numbers below ten, 
using objects in making combinations in addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division.

Class " B . "  T he boys are in school from 8 :15 to 10 o'clock, 
the other two periods being spent in the net class, sloyd and shop. 
The girls are in school from 10:30 to 12:15, the other two periods 
being spent in the sewing room and ironing class. This  class does 

 second and third reader work. T hey have simple language work, 
spelling and diacritical marking of words in connection with the 
reading lessons. T hey compose and write their letters with aid, 
learn to solve easy problems involving a knowledge of addition. 

 subtraction, multiplication and division. T hey have lessons in 
primary geography.

Class "A" consists  o f  the b r ig h te s t  and most  advanced chil -  
 dren in s choo l .  T h e  girls  are in schoo l  f rom  8 :15 to 11:15, the rest 
 of  the day  b e i n g  spent in the s e w in g  room .  T h e  boys  are in school  
 from 11:15 to 3, the rest of  the day  b e i n g  spent  in s l o yd and work  

shop. In  this  class they have, third and four th  reader work ,  s tudy



primary geography and history, physiology, composition, and let­
ter writing. They learn weights and measures, count m oney  
make change, tell time, etc. The number work varies from addi­
tion to simple fractions. For supplementary reading they use the 
Youth ’s Companion, McClure’s Magazine, The Great Round World, 
and other papers and magazines.

The Net Class is composed of both boys and girls who spend 
one session during the day at this work, alternating with other 
manual training. They learn to make laundry bags and hammocks.

The Ironing Class consists of various grades of girls who spend 
from three-fourths of an hour to three and one-fourth hours a day 
in this department. Their work varies from the ironing of simple 
plain articles, such as towels, handkerchiefs, children’s table nap­
kins, etc., to that of aprons, skirts, dresses, shirt waists, etc.

In the Sewing Room , the girls are classified according to the 
work they are capable of doing, which' ranges from sewing over 
a n d  o v e r on strips of cloth to taking measurements, cutting from 
models, fitting and making dresses, knitting,  crocheting, hem­
stitching, and torchon lace making. Much of the bedding, chil­
dren’s underclothing, etc., used in the institution is made in this 
class.

Sloyd—The knife course, as taught in this school, requires the 
production of some thirty models and mechanical drawing of the 
same. Among the models made are the picture frame, ribbon 
winder, paper knife, letter opener, windmill, and mallet. Each 
model introduces a new exercise and reviews those of the preceed- 
ing one. The tools used in this work are as follows  T-square, 
triangle, thumb-tacks, try square, and knife. The material used 
is white wood, bass and pine. In the public schools, this course 
is supposed to represent three years’ work, but our class of boys, 
giving more time to it each day than pupils in public schools do, 
complete it in. a very satisfactory manner and begin upon bench 
work within seven months.

In the M anual Training Class. or Shop, the simplest occupa­
tion is that of braiding rope for floor mats and sewing them over a 
peg board.  Wood turning and brush making are also taught. 
Over thirty different kinds of brushes are made— clothes, counter, 
shoe, scrub brushes, etc. A few of the more advanced in the class 
do such simple practical work, as making knee pads, curtain 
rods, lace bobbins, sleds, work-boxes, drawing boards, towel 
rollers, etc.

6 4 TENTH BIENNIAL REPORT





SCHOOL FOR  FEEBLE-MINDED. 65

MUSIC.

A  teacher has charge of the music who conducts the singing 
in ch a p e l and Sunday school, also the vocal classes. There are 
two of these. In the senior class, the children are drilled in solo, 
part and chorus singing.  In the junior class, they have solo and 
chorus drill.

 The bandmaster, besides giving the individual instruction 
necessary to prepare new boys for the band, has violin and cornet 
pupils. There are fourteen pieces in the band, and a variety of 
music is successfully played by it. This is not only an excellent 
discipline p er  se, but the band forms a very important factor for 
entertainment in the life of the institution community.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The calisthenics and senior singing classes meet in the evening.
The girls’ reading- club and the boys’ reading club meet sepa­

rately with a teacher for an hour’s reading each evening of the 
week, with the exception of Tuesday and Saturday evenings, 
Tuesday evening, all the children go to the assembly hall for an 
hour’s dancing. On Saturday evening, they are assembled again 
arid are entertained by a program prepared by some officer or 
teacher.

SUNDAY EXERCISES.

On Sunday morning, all assemble for Sunday school, where 
simple exercises are conducted, consisting of praise songs, psalms, 
and responsive readings. Classes are then formed, and the teach­
ers conduct such exercises in the line o f developing ideas and 
habits of upright conduct as the particular classes and individuals 
require. The International Sunday School lessons are followed by 
the Bible class.

One-half hour is also spent by the children in the evening 
Under th e  tuition of an officer or teacher.

A very earnest endeavor is made to surround the children by 
good influences at all times, and no one will be retained in the em­
ployment of the school who does not contribute to this result.

m i s c e l l a n e o u s   o c c u p a t i o n s

In addition to the regular training, as shown above, there are 
details of various lengths of time to the various occupations that 
pertain to the administration of the institution as.
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BOVS TO

Kitchen.
Bakery,
Laundry,
Garden,
Farm and Team  Work,
Firing and Assistance in Care 

of Steam Plant.

GIRLS TO

Kitchen,
Bakery,
Laundry,
Chamber Work,  
D ining-R oom  Work, 
General House Work.

The idea is everywhere inculcated that the employment of 
children must be so managed as to teach how to do and to serve 
primarily as training.  Continuity of employment is increased with 
the length of time in the institution, other things being equal 
Farming and dairying, for instance, are followed under the direc­
tion of the farm manager, by a regular colony of boys.

T H E  CUSTODIA.

These departments are constantly filled, and although there 
has been greater pressure of late for the admission of school cases, 
before additional room can be provided, the applications will far 
exceed the accommodations.

EPILEPTIC D E P A R T M E N T .

The opening of the Annex,” on June 13, 1898, provided a 
special home for epileptic girls, so long desired. The building 
will accommodate about fifty, and with its well lighted day rooms 
and dormitories, its forced ventilation for winter, its spacious 
verandas, its convenient internal arrangements, it is highly satis­
factory, so far as it goes. With the assignment of a section of the 
south wing of the main building to the exclusive care of the epilep­
tic boys and the new building to girls, about one hundred epilep­
tics are provided for in addition to those of low mental grade who 
are classified with the custodia. The institution has practically 
reached the limit of its accommodations for epileptics. It is to be 
hoped that at an early date the state will make broader provision for 
this class upon the colony plan. There is a practical unanimity of 
opinion at present among all who have had extended experience 
with the treatment of epileptics that medical treatment alone, 
except in rare instances, does not cure this disease when once es­
tablished. A quiet simple life, regular habits, appropriate diet 
and agreeable employment, with some collateral medical treatment, 
are the conditions that minimize the convulsions and conduce to 
the happiness and usefulness of the patient. Even under the re­
stricted conditions of this department, it has been a pleasure to
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note the improvement in many cases and the increase of time be­
tween convulsions in some cases from a few days or a month to 
one and two years. A  colony life affords the best conditions for 
these results, together with the protection of the patient at a 
minimum of expense.

T H E  FARM  COLONY ( S P R I N G D A L E ) .

 The accommodations for boys in this department are crowded 
with twenty-five beds. This colony is certainly one of the most 
important features of the institution, affording as it does a pleasant 
home for the adult boys, where the products of their labor under 
intelligent direction find a market in the general institution. A d ­
ditional room for, say fifty or sixty boys, could very easily be pro­
vided  by the construction of one or two small cottages and the 
extension of the dining-room at the center cottage. Plain wooden 
buildings, two stories in height, can be constructed very cheaply 
and thus at a very small expense comparatively, accommodations 
can be provided, not only for the brighter boys who are capable of 
contributing substantial assistance to the farm operations, but also 
for a certain class of harmless, rather active middle class imbeciles 
now provided for in the custodial buildings. These boys would be 
very happily settled in the groups suggested, where they would 
have a pleasant degree of freedom not obtained upon the restricted 
premises of the general institution.

The new stock barn provided by special appropriation is very 
satisfactory in its arrangement and affords capacity for the present 
herd of cows, though the latter is not yet so large as it should be.

A  " S t a r " cooler and aerator for treating the milk as soon as 
weighed and previous to its distribution to the several departments, 
and a neat room detached from the stables for this process and for 
sterilizing the cans and buckets, are very satisfactory improve­
ments.

An ample piggery, so constructed as to be easily flushed and 
cleaned, and provided with apparatus for cooking swill, will enable

 a much larger return from hog raising, and. we hope, may also serve 
to limit the ravages of disease among the swine, which have here 

 before been so destructive.

M IS CELLAN E O U S  I M P R O V E M E N T S

A good beginning has been made toward tiling floors for base­
ment bath-rooms and halls.

The additional training rooms provided for by the last legisla­
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ture are in process of construction, and when completed will afford 
ample accommodations for the schools.

The cold storage building, erected last winter, has served its 
purposes well so far during the present season, though the damp­
ness resulting from winter construction has not been altogether 
eliminated.

A  new 50K. W. National Electric Generator and Ideal Engine, 
direct connected, are supplying the much needed lighting facilities.

The bakery has been provided for in a small detached build­
ing, equipped with a Fish rotary oven..

PR ES EN T  A N D  F UTU RE  NEEDS.

1. The necessity for extension has already been referred to.
2. There is very urgent need for a building in connection 

with the central plant, which would serve as a hospital and receiv­
ing department, to be used for

( a) Care of the sick from all departments ;
(b) The reception of all new children, where they can be 

detained amid home-like environments till the probability of an in­
vasion of a contagious disease can be determined, and all accom­
panying clothing, etc., can be thoroughly sterilized before entry 
into the general institution 

( c ) A  good operating room and surgical ward, also a lec­
ture room for the attendants’ training classes, etc.

A t  present, we have a hospital in each of three buildings, in 
each of which there are employed always two, and often, three 
nurses. For less wages, better service could be maintained in a 
centralized hospital, besides accomplishing the other purposes in­
dicated.

The retention of new children for a few days in such a build­
ing would minimize the possibility of the introduction of conta­
gious disease by them and. in addition, it would afford the best op­
portunity under the best conditions for the careful study of each 
child before assigning it to its class in school and day room. The 
room at present devoted to hospital purposes would, if devoted to 
the care of additional children, compensate very largely for the 
cost of the hospital building. $20.000.00 would probably be requir­
ed for this purpose.

3. To provide against emergencies, two boilers of 100 H. P. 
each should be added to the present plant, foundations having been 
provided for them when the boiler room was constructed. They 
would cost about $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 .
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4. The iron roof of the north wing of the stone building is 
badly out of repair, and we find it impossible to prevent continual 
leaking- $1,000.00 will be required to replace it with slate, etc,

5. I estimate the average attendance for the next biennial 
period will be approximately seven hundred, for which current ap­
propriations will be required. This is considering only the addi­
tional room which the new hospital would provide.

a t t e n d a n t s ' a n d  n u r s e s ' t r a i n i n g  c l a s s .

In September, 1896, we organized with your approval, a train­
ing class for attendants and nurses to cover a period of two years’ 
study and practical work. It has been conducted quite satisfactori­
ly  to the present time, Sept. 30 being- the time appointed for grad­
uating the first class.

The course is at present tentative and somewhat experimental. 
It covers an elementary course by lecture and text, of physiology, 
hygiene, child study, nursing, sanitation, heating, and ventilation, 
together with the practical care of children as represented by their 
daily employment. Our experience, so far, justifies our anticipa­
tion that increased interest in their work, more intelligent care of 
the children and better service in every way would more than pay 
for the extra time and work required for conducting such a class. 
Doctors Bailey, Wheeler, and Warren have all contributed faithful 
service in lecturing and conducting class work during the time. 
One lecture per week is given to each class, junior and senior.

' Most value is placed upon the character of daily service which is 
marked monthly in eight points on a scale of ten. Minimum 
wages are paid at first, and successful candidates are advanced in 
wages upon a graduated scale, the maximum only being reached 
after completing the two years’ course. This is the beginning of 
a practical civil service which, in my judgment, can and should 
eventually be extended to the whole corps of employees

PERSONAL c h a n g e s .

The official and teaching corps has experienced several changes 
since the last report. On Sept. 1. 1897, Miss Laura Baker, who 
had for twelve years presided over the school work with rare ex- 

 ecutive ability, gave up her position to open a private school for 
nervous and backward children in Minneapolis, moving- it later to 
North field. where it is now permanently established. In making 
this change, she has carried out a long- cherished plan; the always 
crowded condition of the state school and the ever pressing ap­
plications suggesting the need of a place in the state, where peo-



ple financially able could secure for pay special privileges for their 
afflicted children. Miss Baker and her worthy enterprise have the 
good will of her many friends and former associates.

Just before the Christmas holidays in 1897, Dr. J, W. Bailey 
gave up his work as resident physician to enter private practice in 
British Columbia. The doctor’s indefatigable energy and thorough 
scholarship were of great value to the school, especially in the 
organization of the attendants’ and nurses’ training class. Mrs. 
Bailey resigned as teacher and followed her husband soon after. 
They carry with them the good wishes of all.

Arrangements were made with Dr. F. S. Warren, of Faribault, 
to co-operate with Dr. Wheeler in the medical work by visiting the 
school daily.

C. N. Stewart and wife resigned their work at Springdale. 
March 1, 1898, and Mr. and Mrs. C. K. Lindsley assumed charge 
of the place.

T H E  JOURNAL OF P S Y C H O -A S T H E N I C S .

A small quarterly, called The Journal of Psycho-Asthenics, is 
published by the Association of American Institutions for Feeble- 
Minded. It is devoted to the discussion of all subjects pertaining 
to the interests of the feeble-minded and epileptic. The Journal's, 
editorial home is, at present, at this school.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.
The publishers of the following have our thanks for the dona­

tion of their papers : Fanners Tribune, Minneapolis ; Our Visitor, 
St. Paul ; The Mantorville Express ; The Washington County 
Hatehet; The Faribault Democrat; the Faribault Pilot.

G E N E R A L  O B S E R V A T I O N S

In the matter of the permanent guardianship of certain cases, 
especially adult females, I respectfully call your attention to the 
fact that, while the institute committees of the last legislature 
considered the delicate question and the members agreed with you, 
gentlemen, that there should be some legislation to meet the ques­
tion, nothing was done. Permit me to reiterate my opinion that 
"there should be (1) as now, free entrance, (2) some systematic 
oversight of pupils leaving the school, and ( 3 ) some process where­
by the directors could refer certain cases to a competent tribunal 
and obtain life guardianship over them. Any plan adopted should 
be elastic as to application, and vet effective when applied.”

In conclusion. I gratefully acknowledge the uniformly kind 
support I have received at your hands,

respectfully submitted
A. C. ROGERS,

Superintendent.

7 0  t e n t h  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t
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S U M M A R Y  O F  INVENTORY

Food............. ........
Bedding .........  .........
L a u n d r y ............ .............

Fuel . . .  .............  .............
L i g h t ............. ........ -
M edicine .............
p o s t a g e ............. .............

 Books, s ta t io n e r y  a n d  p r in t i n g  
A m u s e m e n t  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n . . . .
H ou seh old  s u p p lie s  .............
Furniture . . . .  .............
B u i ld in g  a nd  re p a ir s  .............
Tools and machinery . . . .
Farm, garden and stock ........
Industria l .  . . .  .............

 Tools, machinery, and dynamos 
Fixed property................

1 8 9 7 . 1 8 9 8

$ 1 , 1 5 0 . 1 8 $  1 ,1 7 8 . 6 7
1 0 ,4 1 7 .9 3 1 1 ,2 6 5 . 7 6

51  5 . 4 7 8 2 2 . 8 7
1 1 1 . 9 5 1 6 1 . 5 0

7 . 0 8 4 3 . 2 5
7 1 7 , 6 8 6 9 7 . 8 0

1 8 . 5 0 2 5 . 7 5
9 8 1 . 0 2 1 ,1 2 2 . 0 2

2 , 9 2 9 . 0 2 2 , 9 6 2 . 1 4
5 ,1 4 9 . 5 5 6 , 1 2 8 . 4 7

1 5 , 48 9 . 8 8 1 6 , 1 0 5 . 1 8
1 3 7 . 1 3 2 7 2 , 8 2

8 ,6 0 8 . 8 5 4 , 6 8 1 . 5 2
4 ,5 2 9 . 5 7 5 , 7 0 3 .4 5

6 7 0 . 9 9 6 9 7 . 2 5
1 1 , 3 6 0 . 0 0 1 4 ,0 6 1 .1 6

4 0 1 . 1 1 8 . 0 0 4 2 8 ,4 9 7 .4 8

$4 5 8 , 8 5 6 . 7 0 $4 9 8 ,8 6 6 . 04 -

FARM STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 1 .1 8 9 7 .

InventorY, May 1, 1 8 9 6 ...............  ...........
Expended for Implements, vehicles and tools .........
Expended for horseshoeing and harness repairs. . 
Expended for furniture and household supplies. ..
Expended for dairy ...........  ...........
Expended for produce. . ...........  .........
Expended for food, fuel and light
Expended for building and repairs . ...........
Expended for piggery ...........
Expended for salaries and w a g e s ......... ...........
Receipts from dairy ...........  ...........
Receipts from piggery. ... ...........  ...........
Receipts from produce ........... ....................
Receipts from labor off of farm .............  .........
Receipts from board ...........  ...........
Receipts from ice delivered to institution..................
Receipts from implements returned to institution.
Receipts from sale of old building ...........
Receipts from rent of house.....................  . . . . . .
Inventory. May 1, 1897 ...............  ...........
Balance, gain .......... ............

Dr. 
$2 8 ,559 .64  

3 27.07 
93 .30  

103.21  
391.76 
345.65 

1,097.13 
263.08 

1.63 
2 ,664 .34

Cr.

$3,182.55 
944 .42  
781 .17  

79.20  
1 5 .50  

2 6 8 .32 
3 6.15  
1 5 .00 

6.00 
29 ,068 .77

$500.47

$34,847.28 $34,347.28
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N O T E S  ON F A R M  S T A T E M E N T .  M A Y  1, 1897

A.. D A I R Y  

Feed ............  ...........
Medical services.. . .  ...........
111 ,480 qts. milk sent to institution .

4 ,9 34 lbs. beef sent to institution 
Calves, hides, etc., sold for cash .........

B  P I G G E R Y .

9 ,5 9 2  lbs. pork sent to institution .........
H ogs sold for cash ...........

C .  P r o d u c e  

Seed . . . ,  . . . . .  .  . . . .  . . . .
T w i n e  . . . .  . . . .  . . .  .
Hay purchased. . . . . . .  . . .  . . .
Potatoes purchased. .. . . . . . . . .  . . .
Seed corn . . . .  . . . .  . . .
O a t s . . . .  
Seeds sold for cash . . ,  , . . . .  . . . .
Horse feed . , .  . - .  . . . . .  . . . .

Sent  to institution :- 
1 5 1  Bu. oats. . . , .  , . . .   .
 5 5 Bu. oats . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

 Straw ,. . . . . .  . . .  . . .  
1 3 4 3/4 D o z .  bunches g reen onions.  . . . .

61/2 Bu. beets . . . .  . . . .
7 2 2/3Bu. b e e t s ....... . . . .  . . . .

5 Bu. carrots . . .  . . .
641/2 Bu. carrots. . . . . .
4 6  D o z . asparagus . . . . . .
47  1/2 Bu. spinach . . . . .

105  Doz,  bunches radishes. . . . . .
1 , 1 2 0  Doz. sweet c o r n ............

78  Bu. tomatoes ............
4 4 3/4. Bu. p e a s .........  . . .
123/4 Bu- beans  

7 6 9  Head cabbage  
1 ,153 Head c a b b a g e . . . .

17  Bu. cucumbers . . .
27 Doz. p a r s le y .......... . . .

5 B u. turnips . . .  . . .
161/3 Bu. rutabagas .  . . .

2 0 0  Lbs .  rhubarb . . .
1 4 5 Bu. new potatoes . . .  . . .

Dr.
$ 2 9 7 .3 5  

9 4 .4 1

 $98.86  

1 4 . 0 0  
1 2 . 1 9  
21.14 
2 9 . 9 6  

178.50

Cr,

$2,786.99 
345.38 

50.1 8

$3 ,182 .55

$671.44 
272.98

$944.42

$20.68
15.50

2 1 .1 4
8.25
4.0026.93

3.25
32.71

2 . 5 0
2 2 .5 8
1 2 . 7 8
14.25
21.00
8 9 .6 0
5 8 .5 0  
3 3 .4 7  
1 0 .1 8  
2 3 .0 7  
23.06  

11.02

4.05
1.75
4.90
4.00 

87.00
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5 3 5  Squashes.........................
1/2 Bu. green peppers

10 Lbs. s a g e ......................
4 9 4 1/4 Doz. bunches lettuce 

2,335 Heads celery .

D. H O R S E S , ETC.  

Horseshoeing and harness re p a ir in g . . . . . . . .
Harness, nets, e tc . . .............. ...........  . . .
Medical services ......................... ...........

$ 3 4 5 .6 5

$4 5 .3 5 
45.95

2.00

FA RM  S T A T E M E N T  FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 1,1898

Inventory  M ay 1, 1 8 9 7 ................ ...........
Expended for implements, vehicles and tools...........
Expended for horseshoeing and harness repairs. . 
Expended for furniture and household supplies.. .
Expended for dairy ...........  ...........
Expended for produce . . .  ...........  ...........
Expended for food, fuel and light ...........
Expended for building and repairs . . .  ...........
Expended for horses . . . . . .  ......... ..
Expended for poultry........  ...........  ...........
Expended for piggerry ...........  ............
Expended for real estate .. ...........  ...........
Expended for salaries and wages . . . . . .
Receipts from d a ir y ...........  ...........  . . . . .
Receipts from piggery ...........  .........
Receipts from produce.. . .  .........  ...........
Receipts from labor off of farm ............
Receipts from board ..........  ...........  ...........
Receipts from furniture returned to institution .. .
Receipts from building and repairs..................
Receipts from implements, vehicles and tools........
Inventory, May 1, 1898  . . . . . . . .  ...........
Balance, g a in ...........  ...........  .........

$93.30 
 

Dr. 
$ 29 ,0 68 .7 7  

110.97 
59.10 

271.74 
1,009.72 

158.14
1,571.20

478.00
215.00 

1.25
1.30

4,799.00
2,407.37

2 0 .0 5
1 .8 0  
1 .5 0  

9S..S5 
4(5.70

:78 J. 1 7

Cr.

$3,936.61
4 9 3 .00

2 ,0 27 .4 1
183.00 

8.21
10.00
11.00 
18.40

3 5 ,1 2 4 .3 0
1,662.43

$41,811.99  $41,811.99

N O T E S  ON F A R M  S T A T E M E N T ,  M A Y  1,  1898.

A . DAI R Y

 Cows ................  .........
Bull. . . .  ...........

 Feed ............  ...........  .
 Medical services. .  . ............

Dr, 
$ 3 4 0 .0 0  

65.00

580.62$24.10

Cr.
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129 ,186 Qts. milk sent to institution .
6.486 Qts. milk used at farm . . . . . .
5 ,067 Lbs. beef sent to institution..

480 Lbs. beef used at fa rm . ...........
71 Lbs. veal sent to institution.. . .

247 Lbs. veal used at farm ...........
Hides sold for c a s h .............  . . . . .
Calves sold for cash ...........  ...........

B .--P IG G E R Y .

Medical services. . . .  ...........  ...........
Hogs sold for cash...............  ...........

C.-PRODUCE ETC. 
Twine . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .
Seed . . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  
Use of corn binder . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  
Rolling- colter . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  
Lacing strings. . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

132 Bu. rye sold for cash.............  . . . .
103 Bu. corn sold for cash . . . . . .

22 Bbl. parsnips . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  
Horse feed . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

Sent to institution :
2 Tons straw . . . .  
2 Loads straw . . .  .......

100 Bu. oa ts . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  
199 1/3 Doz. asparagus . . . .  . . .

37 1/2 Bu. string b e a n s ,. . . . . .  . . . .
4 6 1/2 Bu. beet greens . . . .  . . . .

255 1/2 Bu.  beets . . . . .  . . . .  . . . .
Bu. carrots........  . . . .  . . .

52 Bu. cucumbers 
4 Doz. cucumbers 

1 ,255 Head c a b b a g e ........  ......  . . . .
6 9 Head cauliflower . . .  . .

463 Bu. lettuce 
400 Head lettuce 
263 Bu. onions 

1 ,196 D oz. onions 
46 Bu. peas.... . . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

150 Bu. rhubarb,. . . . . . .  . . . .
1,439 B u. potatoes . . .  . . .  . . . .

390 P u m p k in s ........  . . .  . . . .
4 Bu. peppers 

15 Doz.  
51 Doz. parsley ... . . . . .

119 Bu. parsnips .............  . . .  .. ..

$ 1 ,009 .72  

$1.30

$1.30

$ 14.50  
1 3 4 .14  

4.00  
3.00

. 50

$3,229.65 
162.16  
380.02  

36.00 
5.32 

18.52 
54.69  
50.25

$3,936.61

$493.00

$493.06

$96.72
27.79
19.80  
30.50

7.00
2.00 

20.00 
59.80  
31.88
16.25  

102.20
2.40

117.10

25.10
10.32

144.14

374.00

39.72
26.70  

407.25
11.70

6.45

8 .60
34.25
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360 Doz. bunches- radishes
36  Bu. rutabagas...........

1 ,621 Summer squash 
238 Hubbard squash . . .

3 Bu. spinach ... .
113 Sweet corn . . . .
171 Bu. tu r n ip s ......................
136 1/2 Bu. tomatoes ...........

29 K o h lr a b i ...........
143 Head celery ...........

Used at farm :—
3 1/2 Bu. bean s ...........
4 Bu. beet greens...........
4  B u. beets..........

1/4 Bu. carrots ...........
3/4 Bu. cucumbers 

4: Doz. cucumbers 
67 Head cab bage............. ..
10 Cauliflower........

1/2 Bu. lettuce 
35 Doz. head lettuce 

4/1/4 Bu. onions 
36 Doz. onions 

3 Bu. peas ...........
123  Bu. potatoes... .

18 Doz. rhubarb.................
1 Pum pkin.............

1/4 Bu. peppers ...........
28  Doz. bunches radishes.
50 Squashes. ...........

1/2 Bu. spinach . . . .
1/2 Bu. tomatoes

7 Bu. t u r n ip s . . . .
10 Bu. sweet corn . . . . . . .

1/2 Doz .  Kohl rabi
4 Bu. parsnips ...........
8 Head celery. . . .

D.~ h o r s e s  e t c . 
1 Horse . . . .  . . . . .
1 Horse ...........  ...........

Horseshoeing and harness repairing .............
Medical services ...........

e .  r e a l  e s t a t e
New stock barn . . . .  

W indm ill.......

$156.14

$140 .00 

75.00 
57.60 

1.50

274.10

$ 4,263.00

5 3 6 .00

$4,799.00

93.54
9.75 

24.05  
57.35

7.85 
•33.90  
47.85  
52.60

4.35
2.70

2.97
1 .00
1.00

.05

.77

1.34
.40

7.25

8.90

1.80 
-34.75 

.36

.16
2.80
1.37

.10
. 2 0

1.75
3.00  

. 0 8
1.00 

.12

$2,027.41
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CIRCULAR OF IN FO R M A TIO N

CONCERNING

M in n eso t a  S chool FOR F e e b l e -M inded ,

F A R I B A U L T .

LOCATION.

T h e school is situated on the east bluff of Straight river, overlooking the 
city of Faribault, which lies to the west o f the river. It is about two miles 
from the railroad depots, and forms the southern terminus of a line of six 
public institutions, which are arranged in the follow ing order from the north 
viz.: Shattuck Military School( E piscopal), School for the Deaf (State), St. 
Mary’s Hall (Episcopal), Seabury Hall (Episcopal), School for the Blind. 
(State), and School for the Feeble-Minded (State).

o b j e c t

T h e  school has for its general objects (1) the training of such feeble­
minded children as are capable of improvement, (2) the care and comfort of 
such as cannot be improved, (3 ) the care and treatment of epileptics, and (4) 
the providing of a permanent home and guardianship for all persons of either 
of these classes as shall require it.

o r g a n i z a t i o n

The school is in reality an institution performing- the functions of a 
school, a hospital and a home. It, therefore, consists o f several departments, 
quite distinct in their natures and vet mutually connected, namely: (1) The 
School and Training Department (The Centre Building, with its immediate 
auxiliaries), (2) The Custodia or asylu m  Home (“ Sunnyside,”  for boys, and 
‘ ■Geo. E. Skinner H a ll.”  for girls), (3) Hospital Home for Epileptics (“ Re­
tr e a t , "  for boy s  and “ A n n e x "  for girls), (4) Colony Home for Adults 
(‘ ‘S p ringd ale ,"  farm for boys).

t e r m s  o f  a d m i s s i o n

All feeble-minded persons, residents o f  the State of Minnesota, who, in 
the opinion of the superintendent, are of suitable age a n d  ca p a c ity  to receive  
instruction in this school, a nd  whose defects prevent them from receiving  
proper training in the public schools of the state, and all idiotic and epileptic  
persons, residents of the state, m a y  be admitted to their respective depart­
ments, and receive the benefits of the school free of charge, subject to such  
rules and regulations as may be made by the board of directors. (Chapter  
2 0 5 , General Laws of 1 8 8 7 .)

(Clothing and transportation are not paid by the state. See last para- 
graph of this circular.)
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METHODS OF OBTAINING ADMISSION.

Application should be made to the superintendent for blank forms, which. 
w hen properly filled out, should give a correct and detailed description and 

history of the person for whom application is made to enable the superintend­
e n t  to determine the eligibility o f the case. T he applications are numbered 
and filed in the order in which they are received.

CLASSIFICATION.

Pupils are classified by the superintendent and assigned to their appro- 
priate departments in the institution.

SCHOOL AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT. - SCHOOL- 

(During School Hours.)
The children are under the guidance of refined teachers, who, while they  

endeavor to impart the simple elements o f an English education, are con­
stan tly  on the alert to correct improper habits, develop the sense of right and 
wrong, teach acts of courtesy, and keep all hands busy at something useful. 
About six hours a day are devoted to schoolroom work and industrial occupa­
tions, which vary according to the capacity of the child, from stringing beads 
and buttons, or matching color and form blocks, to recitations in reading, 
penmanship, numbers, geography, orthography, composition and other ele­
mentary work of the common schools. Music, dancing, and calisthenics, oc­
cupy a portion of the time, and are o f primary importance in arousing and 
maintaining the interest of the sluggish minds and strengthening the feeble 

 wills.

m a n u a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  o c c u p a t i o n s

Properly adapted occupations and gam es of the kindergarten are employ­
ed for the little children, while manual and industrial training is co-ordinated 
with the school work for the older ones. Experience has shown wi th this 

 class, as with normal children, that definite physical effort to accomplish a 
useful object, if only to do an errand, or button a shoe, tends to mental and 

 moral development, effective in proportion as it involves complexity of 
movement and thought within the limits of ability to perforin the same prop­
erly. The program is so arranged as to keep all busy during school hours, 
the time being divided between literary and industrial occupations. By this 
means, it is believed, maximum mental development can be realized and 
each child, at the same time, be rendered capable of the greatest degree of 
self-support.

Brush-making, mat-weaving, scroll-sawing,  repousse work, sloyd. car­
pentering, farm ing, gardening, and care of stock are some of the industries

 adapted to boys, and are followed by them.
The girls are employed at plain and fancy needlework, lace-making, cro­

cheting, baking, cooking, and general housework.
(Outside of S c h o o l  Hours.)

The pupils are under the care constantly o f  attendants. Abundant recre-
ation is provided for all out of doors when the weather will permit. It is the 
earnest endeavor o f  the m anagement to surround each child with good home 
influences in school and out. No employe can retain a position in the school 

w h o s e  influence, with the children, is known to be detrimental to them.
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Books and periodicals of a suitable kind are furnished for the use of the 
pupils.

CUSTODIA.

Such children as are not capable o f improvement, or but slightly so, are 
cared for separately from those in the school, and every effort is exerted to 
make their lives as comfortable and happy as possible. A  school is main- 
tained in this department so that no case will be neglected, however hopeless 
it may appear at first.

In this department, many of the older and more capable pupils are em- 
ployed in the care of their more unfortunate brothers and sisters.

e p i l e p t i c s .

Epileptic persons are assigned a place in the institution and given medical 
treatment and mental and physical training adapted to their requirements 

but are in separate departments from the other classes.

SUNDAY o b s e r v a n c e  

On Sunday mornings regular Sunday-school exercises are held by the 
superintendent and teachers, and on Sunday evening, the superintendent, or  
one of the teachers, instructs by “ plain ta lk s "  in morality and good conduct. 
A n effort is made to develop strength of character, and to cultivate purity o f  
heart and purpose.

A n y  pupils, whose physical health or mental peculiarities do not render 
it inadvisable, may attend church services in the city with teachers or a t -  
tendants, as approved by the superintendent. 

The school is non-sectarian, and the wishes of the parents will always b e  
observed in the selection of churches fo r  attendance.

e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

Special entertainments are provided for the various holidays of the year 
for the children, and it has been the custom for the children, under the direction 

of the teachers, to give one public entertainment each year. 
One evening of each week, during the school year, is devoted to the children's 

 dance and sociable, under the personal supervision of the officers, a n d  
one evening of each week is devoted to miscellaneous entertainments, g a m e s ,  
stereopticon exhibitions, etc., by an officer or teacher. 

During July and August, while the regular schools are not in session, a n  
officer is detailed to conduct picnic excursions for the children who do n o t  g o  
home for vacation, so that each class in rotation is treated to an outing, with 
a woodland dinner, boating, etc. 

Through the generosity of friends an Amusement F u n d ”  has been  
maintained, to which unexpended Christmas fund balances are credited, and 
from which a steam merry-go-round and a gasoline launch have been provided 

 for the children. The former is located on the campus, and the latter is, 
at present, on Cannon Lake.

T he summer outings and picnic excursions contribute immeasurably to 
the health and comfort of the whole household. 

M E D IC A L  C A R E .

The school is under the care of a medical superintendent and assistant 
physicians and the needs of such as require ordinary medical aid are supplied
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An occulist and aurist is also supplied, who gives necessary attention in this 
direction Special surgical and dental work is done at the expense of the 
parents.

v a c a t i o n .

D uring the months o f  July and August there is a nominal vacation o f  the 
schools, and when it is deemed advisable by the superintendent, children may  

be returned to their homes for vacation. Unless f o r  urgent reasons, it is not, advisable 
visable f o r  children to go home at other times. All expenses for b rin ging  and re- 
turning children must be borne by the parents or friends of the children, un- 
less especially provided for otherwise. It is always desirable for parents to 
 visit the school before or at the time their child is admitted, that their m ay  

know personally of the school and its methods. W h e n  this cannot be done 
the superintendent m ay send for the child to be admitted, provided all actual 
expenses (no fees) are paid by the person or persons interested. T h e  state 
does not pay the traveling expenses in any case.

A n  excellent bus line and other private conveyances meet all trains and  
transport passengers to and from the institution at a reasonable rate.

d i s c i p l i n e .

 S y m p a t h y  a n d  k i n d n e s s  on  th e  part o f  th e  officers, t e a c h e r s  a n d  a t t e n d ants 
 re n d e r  g o v e r n m e n t  s i m p le  a n d  easy g e n e r a l ly .  C a s e s  s e e m i n g  to  req u ire  

punishment are a cted  u p o n  b y  th e  su p er in ten d en t  or  an  officer, a n d  co rp o ra l  
puni s h m e n t  is  n ot  d e le g a t e d  to a n y  one. If in an  e x t r e m e  c a s e  it is  requ ired ,  
the s u p e r in te n d e n t  a lo n e  a s s u m e s  th e  resp o n sib i li ty  of s u c h  a c t io n .

DURATION OF ATTENDANCE.

Admissions are not made for any specified time. Applications may be 
received at any time during the year, but the best interests of the pupils are 
consulted with reference to their discharge.

AGE OF APPLICANTS.
*There is no age qualification required for admission, though the earlier a 

feeble-minded child can be received, after leaving the mother’s arms, the better 
t h eter chances are for improvement in most cases.

VISITATIONS.

The institution is open to the public at all reasonable hours on every day 
of the week except Sunday and Saturday. The school hours are from 8:15 a . 
to 3 p.m ., and those desiring to see the children in their school and train- 
ing exercises should visit within those hours. The children have the time to 

themselves outside of school hours. Parents having children at the institution
 are at liberty to visit them, but must provide their own transportation to 
and from trains, and have their lodging provided for outside o f  the school. 
Food and confectionery should never be given to the children without the 
advice and consent of the superintendent. Such articles should be left at the 

office or with the matron, who will attend to issuing them at the proper times, 
Clothing and all articles of value must be left at the office to be receipted for  

and marked. All business matters must be transacted by the office. T his  is impor- 
tant, and if observed will prevent many misunderstandings.
The history and characteristics of the children and their fam ily connec-
tions are considered confidential matters by the managem ent, and all reason-
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able m eans are employed to protect children from  curiosity seekers. Children 
are m entioned to strangers by their first nam es. 

V isitors should refrain from  talking of the peculiarities o f the children in 
their presence. Feeble-m inded children are often p ain fu lly  conscious of their 
in firm ity, and it is very hum iliating and discouraging to such persons t o  hear 
them selves discussed by strangers.

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

Children, who have parents or friends interested in them , are reported at 
least once each month during the first year o f attendance. Children, who are 
able to write, are expected to do so at stated times. W h en  the address o f any 
child ’s correspondent is changed, the office should be notified o f it at once. 
Do not blam e the institution for not replying to correspondence, which is 
regularly answered and sent to some form er address, the latest reported.  
d o n 't  send a  letter addressed to “ J oh n ,”  “ T h eodore,”  “ J o e ,”  “ M ary," or 
som e other given nam e, and signed “ Y our L o v in g  M other, ”  or “ Your 
Brother,”  etc., as it is often utterly im possible to know to whom such letters 
belong am ong several persons o f the same name and w ith equally affectionate 
relatives.

A lw ays give the name in fu ll o f the child and sign the full name and ad- 
dress o f the writer in every case, except that letters to children enclosed in a  
letter to the superintendent need not be so signed.

In  m any cases after the child has been in the school for some tim e or 
where there are no near relatives o f the child, no stated reports are sent as 
they would add unnecessarily to the work of the office, but correspondence 
from  friends and relatives will alw ays be promptly and cheerfully answ ered 
In case o f serious sickness, the persons interested will be notified at once.

EXPENSES.

A  deposit, not exceeding forty dollars ($40) per annum , as fixed by the 
board of directors, is required in advance for clothing and traveling expenses 
o f each child. Relatives o f the children are required to file with the superin- 
tendent a duly and properly executed bond for the subsequent paym ent of 
funds for clothing and traveling expenses, as m ay be required.

For further inform ation, address,
D R. A . C. R O G E R S ,

Faribault, M inn . 




