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G e n e r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e   

School fo r Feeble-Minded.
LOCATION.

T h e  school is situated upon the east bluff of Straight river, overlooking the city of 
Faribault, which lies to the  west of the river. I t  is about two miles from, the railroad depots, and 
forms the southern terminus of a  line of six public institutions, which are arranged in. the following 
order, from th e , north, viz S h a t tu c k  Military School (Episcopal), S chool for D eaf (State), St. Mary’s 
Ladies H all (Episcopal), Seabury Hall (Episcopal), School for Blind (State) a n d  School for 

Feeble-minded (State). 

OBJECTS. 

THE school has for its objects the training of such feeble minded children as are capable of improve- 
m ent, and the care and comfort of such as cannot be improved. The former is accomplished by regular 
school and industrial work adapted to this class, the ultimate aim being to, make each child self-support­
ing-, o r as nearly so as possible. To accomplish, this, all of the training is of the most practical nature.

M ETH O D S O F  TRAINING.

T h e  ch ild ren  are under the guidance of- refined teachers, who, while they endeavour to 
impart the sim ple  elements of an English education, are constantly on the alert to correct 
im proper habits, develop the sense of right and wrong, teach acts o f courtesy, and to keep 
all hands busy a t something useful. About six hours a day are devoted to school-room methods 
and industrial occupations, which vary according to  the capacity o f the child, from stringing buttons and 
beads or m atching color blocks, to  r e c i t a t io n s  reading, penmanship, numbers, geography, ortho­
graphy, composition and other elementary work of the common schools. Music, dancing and calis­
thenics occupy a large portion of the time, and are of primary importance in arousing and 

 maintaining the  interest of the sluggish minds, and strengthening their feeble, wills.

INDUSTRIES. 

T h e  girls learn plain and fancy sewing and all kinds o f  house work, and as they manifest 
ability for the same are detailed to assist in different parts o f  the house.

 T h e  boys learn t o  do work on the farm and in  the garden during the summer, while in winter 
they are  engaged i t  such industries as are adapted to individual cases or classes. Brush mak­
ing, m at weaving, scroll sawing and carpentering occupy a portion of the time every school day. 
Quite a  num ber of the boys and girls have learned to hammer brass and copper. This very 
fascinating occupation has been found to be well adapted to training this class of children.

Quite a good assortm ent of articles made by the pupils can be seen a t the school a t any time.



A l l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a n  a t t e n d a n t  w h e n  n o t  i n  s c h o o l . _

 A  G y m n a s iu m  is  p r o v id e d ,  w h e r e  s u c h  p u p il s  a s  r e q u i r e  i t  a r e  g iv e n  s p e c ia l  P h y s ic a l  t r a in in g

                u n d e r  a  c o m p e t e n t  

t r a i n e r .  C U S T O D I A L  O R  A S Y L U M  C A SE S    

   S u c h  c h i l d r e n  a s  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  a r e  c a r e d  f o r  
separately from those in school,                                                                  and ever effort is exerted to make their lives comfortable and happy as possible.  ( 1 )

 MEDICAL 

CARE                                 

                       T h e  s c h o o l  i s  u n d e r  c a r e  o f  a  M e d i c a l  

S u p e r in te n d e n t  a n d  th e  n e e d s  o f  s u c h  a s  r e q u i r e  o r d i n a r y  m e d i c a l  a i d  a r e  s u p p l i e d .  E P I L E P T I C S  E p i l e p t i c  c h i l d r e n  
w h o s e  m i n d s  a r e  w e a k  o r  i n  w h o m  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  

a re a s s i g n e d  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  g i v e n  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  

and physical training. 

                                                       T E R M S  O F  A D M IS S IO N  

A ll  f e e b le - m in d e d  p e r s o n s  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  M in n e s o ta ,  w h o ,  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  
 Superintendent, are of suitable age and capacity to receive instruction in this school,a n d  whose

defects p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
proper training in the public schools of the State, and all idiotic and epileptic person, residents of the State, may be adm itted to their respective

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  free o f charge subject to  such rules and
regulations as may be m ade by the B oard of Directors.

Application should be made to the Superintendent for blank forms, from which, when              
filled o u t  a n d  r e t u r n e d ,  a  d e c i s i o n  c a n  b e  m a d e  a s  t o  a d m i s s i o n .  

   E X P E N S E S

A d e p o s i t  n o t  e x c e e d in g  fo r ty  d o l la rs  ($ 4 0 )  p e r  a n n u m , a s  f ix e d  b y  th e  B o a rd  o f  
Directors, is required in advance for the clothing and traveling expenses of each child Relatives 
of ch ild re n  a re  re q u ire d  to  f ile  w ith  th e  S u p e rin te n d en t a  d u ly  an d  p ro p e rly  e x e cu ted  b o n d  fo r  
the su b seq u e n t p ayment of f u n d s  f o r  c lo t h i n g  a n d  traveling expenses, as may be required.  no t to  exceed  fo rty  do lla rs  ($40 ) per annum . W hen  the  paren ts  o r lega l suppo rte rs  o f the  

c h i l d  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  p a y  t h e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t r a v e l i n g  
e x p e n s e s ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o r  j u d g e  o f  P r o b a t e .        A certificate from  th e  county, signed by the Judge of probate, asserting the fact of indigence 
 must be filed in lieu of a bond. (See Chapt. 2 0 5  L aw s  o f  1887.) For further information, 
address:

     D R . A . C . R O G E R S                                                                           

                                                                                     
SUPERINTENDENT. FARIBAULT, 

MINN




