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Loviloctl Anm, N, 147576,

Bons Ds Ls Riehle,
Superintendent Of Publiq Imstruction,
Qire-
I have the hunor to transmit a brief statement evncern~

ing the Minnesots Sghuol for Idivts and Imbeciles,

Deeming that a general review of the matage,obiests ang

ggtomplistments of the school,in comsideration of its
gumparativly short existence,wuuld. e of more interest
to the readerﬂ:; of yuur Report than a mere rehersal of the
adminstration for tw years, I wiil first refer briefly

to

H The Class for Jhom the Institutiom is Intended,

ﬁ To those who have never given the matter & thought
the yrmber of ehildren and youth im the Cuunty of feedle,
mBee&Z[:orv Igiotie Hind,is slmust ingredible,

The F!edf\:’atl cemsus of 1380 gives the number in the

e U@‘é&t 76,393 of which numder 792 are gssignmed o Min-

nesota,er ope to every 936 inhabitanmbss Upun this basis

)‘ there weuld bs abont 1412 in Minmesote im 1335,

| -

Two Varieties Are of Caormmon Qbserpatiun,

an occasiamm ¢hild 15 recognized rn the Public

Z'& is gnstomar'y to use the terms IFbeoilit ang
.o iness,as dﬁnatuxg dzt‘mrfent degz*eas ofuam‘.am
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Schools as being X very %stupidy® goes to eghool for
geverad years but pever makes material pragress; leaves
at the end of each term tu reemter the next,amd go owver

the same work. The best that is ever said of him is,
r

-;?r; "J(e ,f‘éwd natured.® The teacher hawing exhausied her
patience and rescurees in teaching himgmugt of course |
let him drup out,or neglect the remaimder of her schuules.
Thig boy is "Feeble Mindeds® Placdd at the pruper age
in a sc¢hool in whieh the methuds ofinstructiom are adap-
ted to his cumprehengion and the hand taught tu do as
the mind is taught to think,amnd he would develup intev a

useful {mot brilliant) mana

Agam a naturally bright little child 1s afflicted
é} by Bpilepsy until his mind 1s impaireds He cammot be -
trusted away from the irmediate supervision of sume mem-
ber of the family or a hired care-fiaker for fear he will
fall in the fire,or down in the well,or become injured
in same other way; or,as 1s frequefitly the case,he may
develup an +» irritable and dangervus dispoasitiongthe ter-
ror of the family and the neighborticoeds These two varie-
i - ties are the ones most freguenmtly eecugnizede There is
stiil another e¢lesg; that ecomposed of<ghildren fartherest
dowm 1t the spale of menitglitygswhe are Blighting the
héppinﬁss.of hupdreds of femilies, They gre indescribe-
able burdens Bnd are.bhringing premflorely, mmw}\% and
gray hairs to the heads of }oving Mothers and ad&wg i
pumerablie cares to whole familiess These are the cases

the world knows the Least ofj these are the burdems borne
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the most patiently because gll these years nv relief has
beern supposed to exist, No glass Hppeals to the sympathy
of mankindg with more pitiful voiee,than this,anﬁ none
ecan ask for réllef from the Sﬁate with qﬁ}e éssurance
that justice is.un its sidea

These three types,with their intermediate grades

and warieties,represent the elass of unfourtunates four
which the Mirmesota Training Schowol for Edilots and Imbe-
cilesghas been esta.biished,and in brief the Followlﬁg :

are

N its Objects,

Firgt -

' To provide school and Industrial treining to all children
of arrested mental development who are deprived for this
reason of the advantages of the cummon schools,with a
view l’é making them selfl suppurbtingg,useful, rather than
bupdensoée nmembers of Sofietye

‘Becondy—

To provide a home for the helpless Idiot where it can

receive its share of cumfgrt and happiness,without drie-

ing them from the homes frum which it comesa

Thirdy
To pruvide an Asylum for the Bpileptic childy,not other-
wise provided furs

Fourth;.

To Purnish & home and Guardiarship for Edult [mbeciles

<
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where their work can be ut?lizeg ta assist in maimtaining

the Imstitution,where they will not be subjected to im-

position from unscrupulous persong,

The objects are accumplished according to the fol-

lowing,

In considering this topic it mnst be x‘emembze'red that
in general,a *Feeble Mind,® as the term is used im this
e commegiion,is g conditiom of arrested, develuvpment, It
’ may be that all the faculties are mearly equally affeeteg
) LTI v S
but?” generally the cundition is one ot‘/\gsymetry, In
~ame case the perceptive faculties are aparjéntly normal
while the wild is weak am! ;auannentiy there is no con-
tinuity of setiuny In smother,judgement ig absent,power
of comparison fleeble,with no conmgeptiun of relatiun be-
tween cause and effects, [In another,the per;ceptime fac~
ulties are especially deficient,the pupil beihg imert

g and indifferent tov its surroundings, It is evident thén

the efforts of the teacher must be directed tuwards stim-

ulating 2atent i'ag%pie.s gg a.cf;ﬂmt t-pvard;;g_ gﬂz:ea:'_il_r'xg new

ones or assuming to originate mimd where nune existse To
stimulate latent mental powers and &t the same time to
furmish them with material. for oceupation is %o do all

that can be done by the teacher, Development and groﬂhé/‘[ .
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. of mind are subjective matters,and follow as the growth

N ¢

of muscie follows and is coexistent with 1ts usee It 18
alsu evident that the methuds tul be empluyed must vary as
the nature of the cases varys.

Varieties uf objcet lessouns,evlor and peg apparatus,
form boards,puzz(ejis and other similar deviees,gaimn the
attention and stimulate the perceptions; exercises with
dumd bells,wands,rings,ladders and.steps,are useful in
strengthening the willj; while music,calisthenics and dan-
cing sccomplish both objeots and add a great dégree of
happiness to the schoul 1life,

Modifieations of the Kinder-garten methods develop

the iu#agmativve and inventive fagulties,train the fin-
gers t¢ obey the will and econstitute the nataral prepar-
atory training to imdustrial work, by which he must even-
tually in part or altogether begome self supporting.
pPevelapment of character is of suprems importapee
and the most petent influence 0 this end is-the constant
~Bssaciation with eultivated and refined teachersy
—t@yample rather than pr‘tvecept“ must always be borne in

mind by all who are in‘trusted with the care of feeble

mMindss
I‘Iistoﬂ of the &chogig

The schowl has been in actiwg operation since

July 25th,1379, and there have been Two Hundred and
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Thirty Ome applications received since that time, fur ad~
migsionm,8ne Hundred and Fifty One of which were for .
males and Bighty for females.
By years they have been received ag follows:.
In 137Q0wz3l
® 1330-—- 4
® 1331-—-27
& 1332--.-45
¢ 1333~--29
» 1384-—~29'
® 1335=maidd
To Pate,® 1336--=-42
Total-2351
It will be at once recognized that appliecations
are received continually in excess of accommudatiovns
provided for thems Out of the number of applications
reeceived there have been only One Hundred and Sixty One
‘Admissiuns | prineipally from lack of roume 44fq£i}'ﬁ7hb.

A e Pl i i Secrrttec

Practical Results of Education,are seen in all baut

q a2t a few cases in the school,but a definite statement

i of percentage rendered self supporting,and reaching
other definitec degrees of improvement,ecan unly be made

frum careful reevrds kept uver a considerable length

uf timee
Three boys have been discharged,able tu earn a
livinglseveral have become partially self suppurting

and quite a riumber have been kept at home by their

bt e e wmrmibl - d— = -
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Parents at the cluse of vacatiun becausc they have found

them helpful and us«¢ful,though they shuuld have recuived

the training of the school for a much longer veriods

s



