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nnial report of the Minnesota,
i Beventy-five chil-

been very good, but we have had more than our

amount of sickness among the boys, due largely, I am con.

the ovérerowded condition of their dormitories and .

md; which wag unavoidable, owing to the fact that the

& girls nearly three to one. In the two years
deaths, :

- One (1) from ehronio bronchitis,
. One (1) from galloping consumption,
.. One (1 from pueumonia,
~ One (1) from epilectic convulsions,
' One (1) from specific disease.
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The subject of the last mentioned canse was a little boy ten
'years of age, who came to us thoroughly diseased, and lived but
a month after being received into the institution.

The progress of our’children in school work has been exceed-
ingly gratifying, and has realized our highest expectations. . The
record of the school-room work is a8 follows

Nineteen (19) read cards.
Sixteen (16) read in the Primer.
One (1) reads in the Second Reader.
Six (6) read in the Third Reader.
Seven (7) learn spelling lessons.
Ten (10) write fairly well.
Fifteen (16) learn writing.
Thirteen (13) count ten.
Bight (8) count one hundred..
Eleven (11) learn simple,rules on the numera.‘l fmme.
Two (2) learn from Colburn’s First Lessons. '
Three (3) learn written arithmetic.
Seven (7) learn geography from books.
Thirteen (13) learn geography orally.
Five (8) do plain sewing.
Five (8) outline Kensington.
Five (5) embroider on canvas,
Two (2) knit.
Two (2) erochet.
Hleven (11) weave mats.
Fifteen (15) weave kindergarten slats.
One (1) hammers brass.
Nineteen (19) learn drawing.
Eighteen (18) sing.
Twenty (20) dance.
Seven (7) do housework. .
Fourteen (14) are mutes.
Five (5) are semi-mutes.

We have done our best for a feeble-minded person when we
have made him self-respecting and self-gupporting, ‘Toward that
end sll our training, in school and ouf, tends. Wedo not expech
our children to become students. Our’ “‘higher edudation’” foi
this class is reached when they can put the lessons afappnoaﬁm,
aﬂwention, obedience and industry whiah ﬂwyham lmned in bke
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schoolroom info practical use in the industrial arts, which must
follow if we secure all the benefits possible to this class. When
we can show fairly good carpenters, shoe makers, broom, brush
and mattress makers, farm laborers, seamstresses, laundresses and -
chamber-maids, from among thege children, we show one of the
strongest arguments in favor of caring for imbeciles, even at what,
to those who think of this class as simply ‘‘cumberers of the
earth,’” looks like a large outlay of public moneys. That we ean
show such workmen and women, is abundantly proved in
oldeér institutions, and, even in our own small family, after bu
five years of training, for those who have been here the longest,
and beginning as we did, with 8o low a grade of imbecility as
found its most fitting home in an insane asylum, we can show &
good year’s work.

~Our five girls who can sew, have pieced and quilted four bed
quilts as plain sewing, and have also done a variety of plain and
fancy needle-work, which will compare favorably with that of any
five normal children of the same age, with asimilar amount of .
instruction. Our boys have learned the rudiments of mattress
making, and the twenty-seven mattresses which they made, as
lessons, are very creditable work. Besides this they have dug a
sewer ditch from the bluff to the river, a distance of forty rods,
. and they have moved on wheelbarrows between three and four
hundred wagon loads of earth to fill up a ravine which was widen-
ing too near our buildings. They have also done good service in
the work of grading and sodding about the house. Two years ago
in my report of this school, I urged upon you the necessity of
taking some action in the matter of providing suitable shops for
-our older boys. What was a growing need then, is an imperative '
neoeasity now. Our boys have reached the age when they can
best be taught manual labor, and lacking such teaching they will
confract habits of idleness which i will be hard to counteract.
Our winters are long, and outdoor work is impossible for the
msjority of them, so that after school hours they have, praoti-
cally, nothing to occupy their time and attention.

‘When our new building, which is nearly ready for occupancy,
is eompleted, we shall have at least thirty new boys, some. of.
" -whom will be capable of doing some kind of useful labor, and I

Yoel Ghat I cannot urge too strongly the necessity of ‘taking im- -
mediate steps toward farnishing us withthe proper materials for
beginning our industrial training at once. .As I have said befors, :
nothing 80 promotes the feeling of self-respect and real h&ppinm :
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among imbeciles as the fact that they are useful. Work is our
most powerful agent in their improvement, and setting aside all
humane considerations, that they can be taught to do something
is one of the most convineing arguments that can be used in
behalf of their care and education by the State. :
Notwithstanding the fact that the legislabure most generously
responded to our appeal for more room, made two years ago, we
must etill ery ““more,” for our want of additional buildings has
ab no time been greater than it is at present. There is no need
of argument in favor of supplying this lack. Our State has fully
recognized the necessity of caring for the feeble minded, as shown
by the immediate response to our former appeels. It is enough
to gtate that our new building will accommodate fifty children.
Our admitted applications over and above this nnmber sre thirty-
five. But there is one grade of imbeciles for whom I wish to
make an especial appeal. It is the class who have become of
feeble mind becaunse of epilepsia. They cannot with justice to
other grades, as well as to themselveB, be put with other children.
The effects upon s nervous, child, even of feeble-mind, of dally
contact with convulsions, camnot be dwelt upon here; it is a
proper subject for & medical paper, but the injurious effests, to
my wind, cannot be calculated, nor is & building Atted for the
needs of ordinary imbecility sutteble in any way for the epileptio.
They must be cared for by themselves, as I have stated to you
onoe before. ) :
It has boen an opeu question for years whether the epileptic
ghould be admitted into institutions for the feeble-minded, and
in some States there is a law shutting out all such; and yet
the fact that, by judiclous medioal trestment, and the strict’ at-
tention to hygiene which can be compelled in an institation, &
physician’s efforts to alleviate the sufferings of these unfortu-
nates is sometimes erowned with such success thet & patient is
oured, is a strong argument in favor of leaving no means untried
to help those whose lives are of all cthers surely the eaddest

among God's crestures, As was well said in & recent disoussion -

upon this subject: * When we make institutions for the feeble-
minded simply oustodial and edneationsl, and refuse all cases
which demand ekillful sclentific treatment, th pagement
can be handed over o care-tekers and teachers, and need no
longer be under the charge of medical and scientific men.” In
our own institution, though all of this class have been helped by
constant medioal care, there has been but one cure; and yet, that
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there should have been one human being rescued from a state of
loathsome, helpless and apparently hopeless imbecility, and sent
to his home a bright, handsome, strong young man, with his
. intellect restored, and his health so firm that he is earning his
own living; is surely worth afl that Minnesota has done for the
_care of imbeciles during the past five years. Therefore, I wish
_most. especially to urge the needs of this class. The imbecile
will be taken care of. Public opinion, which realizes that like
' roduees like, and that imbeciles, if left to themselves, give rein
to all the bager passions and reproduce their kind ; specialists in
thw work, who. from pathological study show tha,t there is a
arked similarity between the brains of eriminals and imbeciles,
‘whe know- that the criminal clags is largely recruited from
an;s of the feeble-minded ;—all show that the interests of
, Btate are best met when this class is cared for 8o completely
that the number of imbeciles'and criminals shall not be sug-
mented from among themselves. But the helpless idiot amd
epilepti¢ needs the especial effort of the humanitarian, not to be
gverlooked. ‘Our department for the care of these is already over-
‘crowded. No matter how urgent the case, admission must berefused
untnl further accommodations are furnished by the State. In
ma.kmg this especial appeal I do not mean to put the claims of
.qpﬂe@mo above those of the imbecile. Of the two, the bright
~ imbecile at large is by far more dangerous to the community than
: bhe epileptic who, in many instances, is simply a hospital case;
~ ‘and if but one olass could be helped it should be, in every
i _mtanoe, the imbecile. ¥
-1 simply wish to 1mpress upon you the urgent need of more
: xoom for both classes, and that immediately. The claims of the
'j_ecilé who i8, capable of improvement—and under favorable
.- influences, perhaps, self- -gupport, or lacking these, further degra-
_Gation,—come first. But second comes the epileptic, who, in
Jhe interests of ordinary humanity, is entitled to his one chance
In 5 thotsand of being restored to such a condition of health as
Shall make of him & rational, responsible human being.
' Respecbfully submitted,
G. H. KN1GHT, Superintendent.




