SENATE RULES COWM TTEE RESCLUTI ON
' August 10, 1976

V\HEREAS,' the M nnesota Legi slature has wil I_i ngly provided
substantially increased funds, staff, prograns and care for the
retarded through sheltered workshops, institu'gi onal care, special
education, daytinme activity centers and ot her‘ progranms, and

WHEREAS, free-citizens cannot accept the substitution for
their collective judgnent expressed through their elected | egi sl a-
ture of one person's opinion of_‘ t he appr opr i"ate | evel of funding
for one pért of the prograns for the retarded, and

W—IEREAS, appropriations cannot be nmade without the |evying of

taxes to pay for lawfully appropriated funds, and

VWHEREAS, prograns for the retarded and all other state functions

necessarily conpete with all other demands for state revenues, and
WHEREAS, the bal ancing of these demands and the setting of

state ta;< levels is a basic an_d fundaner{tal rél_e of the’popul érly-
él ected Legi sI__ature in our system of gover_nrrent, and

* " WHEREAS, to pernmit an unel ected _Federal Judge to take from
t he peopl e their right to set 'the-se taxes through their fr-eely
el ected representati ves woul d be tlo return our. systemto the pre-1776
Re\}ol ution Men peopl e were taxed wi thout repre'sent'a'_[i on,

THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Conmittee on Rul es.and Adni nis-

tration of the State Senate that participation by the Senate as am cus

curiae in the appeal of Judge Earl Larson's Order in:the case of
WELSCH v. LIKINS be aut Hori zed, that the House .of Represent ati ves be
asked to join in. this amcus role, that for this purpose expenditure
from f unds appropriated to the Legislature is aut hor i zed, and that
hi ri.‘ng pronmi nent outside counsel is authorized.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that a request shall be extended to the'

Council; of State Legislatures to enter as amicus in a sinilar manner.
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