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L etter  from Mrs. Reynold M iller  Concerning Faribau lt s ta te  H ospital

This i s  in  response to  your request for information concerning movement
of male and female re sid e n ts  in to  the same re s id e n tia l  b u ild in gs a t  
F aribau lt S ta te  H osp ital.

The Faribault state H ospital i s  in the process of reorganizing certain  
re sid en tia l units in order to  improve the resident programs and to  in­
crease efficien cy  of the h osp ita l in carrying out personalized serv ices 
to  i t s  resid en ts. 

In doing so , the Faribau lt s t a f f  are planning to  keep male and female 
residents in separately  supervised wi n g s  t w o  large patient bu ild ings. 
Contrary to what may be envisioned by Mrs. M iller and perhaps others, 
Separate sleeping, bathing, and t o i le t  f a c i l i t i e s  are d e fin ite ly  being 
provided. Each wing of a  building i s  a complete re sid en tia l u n it, 
separately  supervised, which w ill not in  any way reduce the moral standards 
o f the community. 

By the same token, i f  F a r i b a u l t  H ospital had one large building for 
a l l  residen ts, then the male and female residen ts would normally be housed 
in  separate wings or wards of the building. This i s  not uncommon through­
out the country.  

Because Faribault S ta te  H o s p i t a l  several rather large re sid e n tia l 
buildings which provide fo r separate liv in g  arrangements ,  and because of 
the changing a b i l i t i e s  o f residents a t  Faribau lt State  H ospital, some of 
i t s  un its a r e  being re-arranged, and d irect service personnel assigned to  
separate program u n its . Eight such un its are being planned, each with a 
program d irector responsible to  the medical d irector and adm inistrator 
fo r the sp e c ific  program fo r  each resident in  that unit.

Emerging from custod ial care to  planned train in g programs require that 
norma l  experiences be b u ilt  into the programs, and one o f these i s  
so c ia liza tio n  between men and women. This i s  p articu larly  important 
fo r  those residents who are  being prepared for discharge and liv in g  in 
th e ir  home, neighborhood and community . The fac t o f l i f e  i s  that liv in g  
i n the community does put men and women together in  a  variety  o f so c ia l 
s itu a tio n s.
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For these reasons our re sp on sib ility  i s  to  provide a s  complete a train ing 
program as  i s  possib le  in  order to increase the re s id e n t's  a b i l i ty  to 
function on a  Job in  the community and in h is home.

The physical arrangement a o f some of the re sid en tia l bu ild in gs, those 
for example having separate wings a s  in a "Y" shaped building, a ffo rds 
us an opportunity to have male patients i n one wing and f e m a le  patien ts 
in another, so that they can share a common day room, dining room and 
recreation and te le v is io n  areas under sup erv isio n . Su ch  arrangements 
allow the s t a f f  to  tra in  residents in proper behavio r, m an n ers, d ress, 
conversation, and eating habits in a somewhat normal s i tuation .

I  hope that th is  adequately explains the program at Faribault State 
H ospital; and should there be any more questions, I'd be very happy to 
respond to them. 

Thank you!

a i s

c c : David J. Vail, M.D. 
Mr. Harold Gillespie, Faribault State  Hospital


