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On November 30, 1968 there were 10,390 persons in residence in the 
institutions under the Department of Public Welfare: 

4,142 in state mental hospitals (3,755 mentally ill, 354 inebriates and 33 in Hastings 
Section for Mentally Retarded) 

4,947 in institutions for the mentally retarded 
802 in state nursing homes 
276 in the School for the Deaf 
90 in Braille and Sight Saving School 

66 in Gillette State Hospital 
43 in Glen Lake State Sanatorium (including four mental patients), and 

24 in Minnesota. Residential Treatment Center. 

More patients than usual were home on extended visit November 30 
because Thanksgiving fell during the last week of the month. The actual 
decreases in number of mentally ill and mentally retarded patients during 
November were, therefore, only about half those shown in Table I. The 
net decrease for those in residence plus extended visit was 36 for the 
mentally ill and 40 for the mentally retarded. Anoka had a small increase 
in population, and Hastings' population increased with a small decrease 
in mentally ill more than offset by increases in the special units for 
inebriates and mentally retarded. 

During November there were more inebriates in Hastings than in Moose 
Lake. The opening of the inebriate section at Hastings has apparently 
had little effect on the number of inebriates at Willmar as Willmar's 
average daily population of inebriates was greater in November, 1968 (237) 
than in November, 1967 (214). The total inebriate average daily population 
in November of this year was 362 compared with 282 in November, 1967. It 
is possible that Hastings Inebriate Section is reaching persons who might 
not have entered a state hospital if the unit had not opened. 

So far this fiscal year the decrease in population for both the mental 
hospitals and the institutions for the mentally retarded has been consider­
ably less than during the first five months of 1967-68. The number of 
mental hospital patients in residence or on extended visit has decreased only 
126 between June 30 and November 30, 1968 contrasted with a net decrease of 
329 during the same period a year ago. This year a net decrease of 217 
mentally ill has been offset by an increase of 91 in the Inebriate Sections 
of the mental hospitals. Last year the inebriate population increased only 
four during the corresponding period, with a decrease of 333 mentally ill. 
The decrease in population of the institutions for the mentally retarded has 
been 193 so far this year compared with a net decrease of 295 last year. 



Among both the mentally ill and mentally retarded, there have been fewer 
releases while the number of patients entering has been greater so far this 
fiscal year than last. Among inebriates releases have increased but have 
been offset by an even greater increase in patients entering. 

Among both mentally ill and inebriates most of the increase in patients 
entering so far this year than last has resulted from an increase in 
informal and voluntary admissions. Among the mentally ill there have also 
been slightly more legally controlled readmissions and returns from 
provisional discharge, but non-voluntary inebriate admissions have decreased 
from a year ago. (See Table II continued.) Informal admissions have 
accounted for 52 percent of all mentally ill first admissions so far this 
year compared with 48 percent voluntary among all mentally ill first 
admissions during the first five months of 1967-68. Both years about two-
thirds of mentally ill readmissions were on an informal or voluntary basis. 
Last year about two-thirds of all inebriate admissions were voluntary while 
so far this year four out of five inebriate admissions (82 percent of first 
admissions and 79 percent of readmissions) have been voluntary. 


















