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As of October 31, 1968 there were 10,586 patients in residence in the institutions 
under the Department of Public Welfare, These included 

4,214 mental hospitals (including 3,840 mentally ill, 357 inebriates and 17 in the Hastings Mental 
Retardation Unit) 

5,030 in institutions for the mentally retarded 
798 in state nursing homes 
275 in the School for the Deaf 
90 in Braille and Sight Saving School 
89 in Gillette Hospital 
46 in Glen Lake State Sanatorium {including 3 mental patients), and 
44 in Minnesota Residential Treatment Center, 

During October the mental hospital population showed a net increase of 38 although 
the number of mentally ill patients in residence decreased 32. At Hastings the new Mental 
Retardation Unit opened during October and by the end of the month there were 17 patients 
in this special ward for the mentally retarded. In addition, the Inebriate Sections 
increased 53 during October, with most of the increase at Willmar, where there were a 
much larger number of readmissions than usual in October. 

There was little change in October in the total resident population of the 
institutions for the mentally retarded, with a net decrease of 17 accounted for by the 
patients in the Hastings Mental Retardation Unit. Faribault's population decreased with 
the transfer of patients to Hastings and Minnesota Valley. 

Since January 1, 1968 a total of 3,999 mentally ill patients have entered state 
hospitals compared with 3,603 during the first ten months of 1967. There have been 116 
more first admissions, 234 more readmissions, and 46 more returns from provisional 
discharge so far in 1968 than there were in 1967. Among first admissions the increase 
has been in informal admissions (54 percent of all mentally ill first admissions in 1968 
have been informal compared with 49 percent voluntary first admissions during the 
corresponding period in 1967). About two-thirds of all mentally ill readmissions have been 
informal or voluntary both years, but most of the increase in readmissions has been among 
legally controlled admissions. Releases of mentally ill patients in 1968 through October 31 
have exceeded those for the same period of 1967 by 154 while there have been 33 fewer deaths 
in hospital this year than last. So far in 1968 there has been a decrease of 661 mentally 
ill patients in residence or on short visit compared with a decrease of 757 in 1967. 

During January-October 1968 a total of 2,260 inebriates have entered compared with 
2,030 during the same period in 1967. These included 75 more first admissions, 135 more 
readmissions and 20 more returns from provisional discharge this year than last. Releases 
are up 223 over last year and there have been 6 deaths in hospital compared with 7 last 
year. Most of the increase in both inebriate first and readmissions has been among 
voluntary admissions. The proportion of inebriate admissions on a voluntary bases has 
increased from 73 percent to 83 percent of all first admissions and from 66 percent to 86 
percent of all readmissions. The inebriate population has increased 61 the first 10 months 
of 1968. During the same period in 1967 there was no net change in inebriate population, 
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The institutions for the mentally retarded have had 267 patients enter so far this 
year compared with 260 during the same period last year. There have been 449 releases 
and 61 deaths compared with 485 releases and 69 deaths last year. First admissions have 
increased by 9; readmssions by 13 , and there have been 15 fewer returns from trial 
placement so far this year than last. The number of mentally retarded in residence or on 
short visit has decreased 282 so far this year* compared with a decrease of 343 during 
the same period a year ago. 

* Including Mental Retardation Unit at Hastings. 


















