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On April 30, 1967 the resident population of the institutions under the Department of 
Public Welfare totalled 12,381 including 

5,366 in state mental hospitals (5,085 mentally ill and 28l inebriates) 
5, 673 in institutions for the mentally retarded (5,929 on the books) 

737 in state nursing homes 
296 in the School for the Deaf 
102 in Braille and Sightsaving School 

56 in Minnesota Residential Treatment Center, and 
46 in Glen Lake State Sanatorium 

Changes in populations of all types of institutions from last month, a year ago and five 
years ago are shown in detail in Table I following 

During the past two months the mental hospital population has decreased 232, with 190 fewer 
mentally ill and 42 fewer inebriates in residence April 30 than February 28 This compares with 
a decrease of 308 (357 fewer mentally ill and 49 more inebriates) during the previous eight month 
period. In past years the mental hospital population decrease has also been greatest during the 
spring months. In 1966 a similar decrease in number of hospitalized mentally ill occurred during 
March and April. Both years the decrease resulted from an increase in patients released during 
the two month period. So far this fiscal year there has been a decrease of 547 in the number of 
mentally ill patients in residence compared with a decrease of 548 during the corresponding ten 
month period last year. 

Relative turnover in the four major population groups in Public Welfare institutions during 
the first ten months of 1966-67 and 1965-66 may be noted in the table below. Although only about 
five percent of all mental hospital patients are in the inebriate sections, patients entering 
and released from the inebriate sections account for more than one-third of all such mental 
hospital patient movements. The very low turnover in relation to total population in-institutions 
for the mentally retarded may also be noted. However, it also can be noted that the number of 
releases have been exceeding the number of patients entering among the mentally retarded as well 
as among the mentally ill. 

PATIENT TURNOVER DURING FIRST TEN MONTHS OF 1966-67 AND 1965-66 

Among the mentally ill there have been fewer first admissions so far this year than last. 
During the years 1962-63 through 1965-66 there was little change in number of first admissions, 
Readmissions and returns from provisional discharge have increased each year as increasing 
numbers of patients have been. released. 


















