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On March 31, 1967 there were 12,366 persons in residence in the institutions 
under the Minnesota Department of Public Welfares 

5,411 in state mental hospitals (5,138 mentally i l l and 273 inebriates) 
5,609 in institutions for the mentally retarded (5,937 on the books) 

738 in state nursing homes 
296 in School for the Deaf 
102 in Braille and Sight Saving School 
110 crippled children in Gil let te State Hospital 

52 mentally disturbed children in Minnesota Residential Treatment Center, and 
48 tuberculosis patients in Glen Lake State Sanatorium 

The above figures represent a net decrease of 316 in the overall institution 
population during March, much of which was temporary, reflecting the large number 
of mentally retarded patients who had not returned from extended Easter visits at 
the end of March. About half of the net drop during March in the number of mentally 
ill patients and three-fourths of the decrease in number of mentally retarded in 
residence resulted from these temporary absences. (See Table I.) The Inebriate 
Sections usually drop off in population during the spring months, but the net 
decrease in March was larger and "earlier than usual. At Moose Lake, the number 
of inebriates in residence decreased gradually during March, but at Willmar, the 
inebriate population dropped from 260 at the beginning of March to 208 the Monday 
after Easter and then increased to 225 by the end of March. In both inebriate 
sections fewer patients entered and many more were released in March than is usual 
at this time of year« 

Since June 30, 1966 the number of mentally ill patients in residence plus 
those on extended visit has decreased more than eight percent. The net decrease 
in male patients, however, was only five percent contrasted with a decrease of 
almost 12 percent in female patients. Changes in individual hospital populations 
ranged from a net decrease of 19 percent at Hastings to an increase of almost 
two percent in the mentally ill population at Willmar. 

So far this fiscal year a total of 3,653 mentally ill patients have been 
released from state mental hospitals, 143 more than during the same period a year 
ago. The 3,339 patients who have entered the hospitals during the first nine 
months of 1966-67, however, is eleven less than the number entering during the 
first nine months of 1965-66. There have been more readmissions and returns from 
provisional discharge this year than last, but fewer first admissions, both 
voluntary and committed. Most of the increase in releases and decreases in first 
admissions has been among female patients. Moose Lake is the only hospital with 
more first admissions this year than last while the greatest increase in releases 
has occurred at Hastings and St. Peter. 



Voluntary admissions to state mental hospitals are continuing at about the 
same rate as last year. Well over half (57 percent) of all patients admitted 
during the first nine months of 1966-67 were voluntary. These included 47 percent 
of all first admissions and 66 percent of all readmissions. Of all patients 
entering the hospitals by admission or return from provisional discharge, 47 
percent were voluntary. 

So far this year the number of patients on the books of the institutions for 
the mentally retarded has decreased 128. On March 31, 1967 there were 5,733 in 
residence or on temporary absence (172 less than on June 30, 1966) and 204 on 
trial placement (44 more than on June 30). A total of 215 patients have entered 
so far this year, 296 have been released and 73 have died in these institutions. 
This represents an increase of 39 patients entering, 86 more releases and one 
more death. In these institutions the increase in patient turnover and increase 
in trial placements has been greater among males than females during the first nine 
months of 1966-67, but the decrease in population has been greater among females. 
There has also been a disproportionately high number of deaths among male patients 
and patients at Faribault during the nine month period since June 30, 1966. 

NOTE CORRECTIONS TO BE MADE IN REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, 1967: 

Line four (4) of the second paragraph of the narrative should read "at St, Peter and 24 at Fergus Falls 
plus. . ." 

Tables I and II-A should be corrected to show one less patient died in hospital and one more patient 
released for Fergus Falls, total male, Total mentally i11 and mental hospital total. These corrections 
have been made in the cumulative figures on releases and deaths in hospital in Table II-A for March, 
1967. 


















