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SUBJECT: Establishment of Industrial Therapy Enterprise prograns

Attached is the copy of the proposed bill to establish Industrial Therapy
Enterprise prograns at various state institutions for the nentally ill

and the mentally retarded. These will not be shelter workshops in the usual
sense of the word but will rather be "pre-workshops," so to speak, where the
enphasis will be on training and incul cation of basic work skills and
orientation to achievenent and production. At the same time the bill wll
allow the institutions to set up contracts for small piecework with |ocal



industries in a way which will neither conpete with existing comrerce
nor pose any threat to organized | abor, nor should it displace any projects
bei ng devel oped t hrough the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation; but
at the sane time it will produce a source of revenue which will be of

direct incentive and benefit to the patients.

W envision establishing several of these, nodeled after sinilar prograns

in Western Europe and el sewhere in the country, including a nodest pil ot
venture at the Hastings State Hospital which has had dramatic results in
the past two years. Target groups will be (1) a selected group of

patients at the M nnesota Security Hospital who will be generally conpetent,
abl e-bodi ed nen facing a stay of long duration in a situation which affords
little outlet; (2) noderately and severely, even profoundly, retarded adult
men and wonen who have been relatively neglected in existing institution
prograns; and (3) long-termnentally ill nen and wonen who have becone
institutionalized. Prograns would be nodified and tailored to fit these

three basi c groups.

One of the beauties of this bill is that it can be established with little
or no expense to the state through the use of existing "kitties" in the
so-called Diversified Labor Funds. One established, the enterprises wll

be sel f-sustaining.

Again, let ne repeat that we seeno threat here to the interests of organized
| abor. Consultation with |abor at local levels is built into the bill
as one of its vital features.

If you need any nmore information on this neasure, please let me know. | hope
we wi Il have your hel p and support.

Many t hanks, and best w shes.



A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATI NG TO THE M NNESOTA STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS;
PROVI DI NG FOR | NDUSTRI AL THERAPY ENTERPRI SE
PROGRAMS

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M NNESOTA:

Section 1. /VOCATI ONAL TRAI NI NG FOR PATI ENTS, ADM NI STRATI ON. /

Subdivision 1. The Conm ssioner of public welfare is hereby authorized

within the facilities of state hospitals and institutions for the nentally

i1l and nmental ly retarded or epileptic under his exclusive control

to establish and operate industrial therapy enterprise programs for the

manuf acture, processing and repairing of goods, wares and nerchandi se

for the purpose of providing training, vocational counseling and cl ass-

roominstruction to enable patients and residents to engage in

conpetitive enploynent upon discharge.

Subd. 2. Such work activity as authorized by this act shall be for

the primary purpose of rehabilitation,training and social restoration of

the patients and residents of the institutions referred to in Subdivision

1 and not as a conpetitive business venture. To acconplish the foregoing

purpose, the comm ssioner of public welfare shall have the power and

authority to:

(a) Use the diversified |labor fund established by Laws 1945. Chapter

575, Section 19, to purchase equi pment and renodel facilities of the

institutions referred to in Subdivision 1 to initiate the industria

therapy enterprise prograns:




(b) COeate an industrial therapy enterprise revolving fund for the

pur pose of receiving and expendi ng noneys in the operation of the

said prograns;

(c) Contract with public and private industries for the manufacture.

repair or assenbl age of work on a standard price index basis;

(d) To use the profits fromthe operation of the said prograns to

pay salaries to patients and residents, purchase equi pnent and supplies

and pay ot her expenses necessary to the operation of the said prograns;

(e) To deternine by consultation with community business and | abor

representati ves and ot her such persons and bodi es, as he may feel qualified,

the nature of the goods and services to be perforned by the said prograns

which are consistent with the greatest opportunity for rehabilitation for

the patients and residents and with the best interests of |abor, industry

and the state;

(f) Enter into cooperative agreenents with the State Depart nent

of Education in order to utilize available vocational rehabilitation

services for the benefit of patients and residents.

(g) Formulate a systemof records of accounts which shall at all

times indicate the extent of purchases and sal es, which shall be open to

public inspection.
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