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There were 12,696 patients in residence August 31, 1966 in the institutions 
tinder the Department of Public Welfare. This represents a net increase of 525 
from July 31, with the reopening of the special schools for the blind and deaf 
and the return of many mentally retarded patients from summer vacation. 

The mental hospital resident population totalled 5,805 at the end of 
August, including 5,511 mentally illand 294 inebriates. There were 5,570 
patients in residence in institutions for the mentally retarded August 31, 
1966 (6,036 on the books). At the end of August there were 730 patients in 
state nursing homes {422 at Ah-Gwah-Shing and 308 at Oak Terrace), 292 
children in the School for the Deaf and 82 in Braille and Sight-Having School, 
123 crippled children in Gillette Hospital, 48 emotionally disturbed children 
in the Minnesota Residential Treatment Center (not including ten temporarily 
away on visits) and 46 tuberculosis patients in Glen Lake State Sanatorium. 

During August, the mental hospital showed a net decrease of 40 mentally 
ill patients which was partially offset by an increase of 16 inebriates. There 
were 682 fewer mentally ill patients in residence August 31, 1966 than a year 
ago, 3,786 less than five years ago, and 5,635 less than ten years ago. With 
the decrease in population, the number of patients entering has shown little 
change, releases have greatly increased and deahts have decreased. During 
August, 1966, one in every 14 mentally ill patients in residence had entered 
the hospital during the month, and one in every 13 was released during the 
month. A year ago one in 17 entered and one in 15 was released. Five years ago 
one in every 25 had entered and one in 26 was released. Ten years ago one in 
every 29 had entered and only one in every 40 was released during the month* 
Although less than half as many mentally ill patients were in the hospital 
this past month as the corresponding month ten years ago, about the same number 
of patients entered during the month and almost half again as -many patients were 
released as during the same month ten years ago. Deaths in the hospital have 
decreased in proportion to total population: only 29 deaths were recorded in 
August, 1966, one in every 190 patients, compared with 78 or one in every 144 
patients ten years ago, reflecting the smaller proportion of elderly patients 
under'care. 


















