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There were 14,408 patients in residence January 31, 1965 in the institutions under
the Departrent of Public Welfare. Wth the return of many patients who were tenporarily
absent on Christmas vacations at the end of Decenber, this represents an increase of
1,385 during the month (see Table 1), but is slightly lower than the total in residence
at the end of Novenber, 1964.

The nental hospital population totalled 6,990 on January 31, with 6,701 nentally ill
and 289 inebriate patients. The two nursing hones had a total of 710 patients and there
were 6,080 patients in residence inthe institutions for the nentally deficient at the
end of January. Popul ations of the other institutions included 288 in the School for the
Deaf, 88 in Braille and Si ght-Saving School, 119 in Gllette Hospital, 76 in G en Lake
State Sanatoriumand 57 in the Children's Residential _

FESOIERT POPULATIONS
Treat ment Center. JANUARY 31 OF PAST TEN YEARS

Ten years ago the mental hospital popul ation reached . oti!;ti-niu | "

its highest point with atotal of 11,605 patients in
.

residence. Since then the nunber of resident patients FE K

. - S & J —
has shown an al nost conti nuous decrease, the greatest S
drop occurring during 1961-62 with the opening of the two ..
state nursing homes. |In contrast, the popul ation of the D 1,
institutions for the nentally deficient and epileptic has. .- . Y
. S . o 1 3
i ncreased whenever additional space has been nade avail - SRR R X
able up to about three years ago when the nunber in these .../ | -34\
institutions began to showa slight decrease. In January, ' 9'--

o

1955, there were 240 patients in mental hospitals for R \
every 100 in institutions for the nentally deficient and A
epileptic. By January, 1965 this ratio had changed to 8 \‘ﬁ
115 nental hospital patients for every 100 nentally de-
ficient in residence, following a 40 percent decrease DR B <
in mental hospital population and a 26 percent increase R -
in the population of the institutions for the nentally ST SR +
deficient during the ten year period. ¥ '
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The two types of institutions are nuch | ess conpar - - : [

able internms of total patients under care: during the ;
first seven nonths of fiscal year 1954-55 a total of 11, {__;-_--,.5'_. = ﬂf%;{'.,;-,
383 patients received care fromthe nmental hospitals as CLT Dilap
conpared wi th 6,427 nental |y deficient and epileptic R
patients. CQurrently about 550 patients per nonth (over ,‘ '
370 nentally ill and al nost 180 inebriates) are entering S
the nental hospitals each nmonth while patients are enter- ...
ing the institutions for the mentally deficient at the .."'-_"-j"’-. :
rate of only about 40 per nonth. The increasingly high L
release rate in the mental hospitals has continued t he -
popul ati on decrease although about 120 nore patients per e
Mont h (about 60 mentally ill and 60 inebriates) are en- :
tering nowthan ten years ago. Inthe institutions for L
the nental |y deficient, however, adm ssions are for the o 1
nmost part limted to availability of new space although
there has been sone increase in the past fewyears in L i -’I/

pl acements of these patients outside the institutions. . ~ 0~ 208 !
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