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SUBJECT: Consent f or Medical or Surgical Care

The question has been raised regarding the length of t ime a consent for 
medical or surgical care remains valid. The two basic uses of consent 
f or medical or surgical care are:

1. To permit the performance of elective procedures.

2. To place long term general respo n s ib i l i t y  in the hands 
of phys ic ians that they may exercise medical judgment 
in an emergency.

In the f irst case, the current ends when the procedure is completed.
In the second case, i t  w ill considered  a permanent arrangement unless 
terminated by the legal guardian.

In the event that  permission has been obtained to perform an elective 
procedure, and f ollowing the receipt of permission it  has been decided not 
to  do the procedure, the legal guardian should be notified and the per- 
mission considered to be terminated.

Parents, of course, should be involved in the planning for elective pro- 
cedures, whether or not they are the legal guardian. I f  the parents are 
not the legal guardian, and object to the performance of the procedure,, 
the procedure should not be performed without further consultation with 
the legal, guardian and the State Medical Director.
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