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= Institutions for the mentally 111 and mentslly retarded

FROM: Avdo M. Wrobel, Chisf
Rehabilitation Therspy Programs

SUBJECT: Operatien Citizenships Strew Voting on Election Date (Rey Dr.
Vail®s mame 11 Seplember 1964 ‘

Or, Vail asked me bo coordingte the development of this program in the
institutions snd I would like to briefly run through points that were

LEL
covered in the Superintendents® Mesting.
n the institutions planuing on having a straw vete, patientes sheuld havs
an oppertunity te cust & secret balilot in an accessible central place with
assimilated bsliote. These bailots shoulid include the presidential, vice
presidential and senatorial candidstes with perhaps soms local issves.
Candidates from z%t least the two major parties should be listed on the fake
Lallot.

Voting should be done on election day Hovember 3 which hopefully would
include an cppertuniity for patienits te watch electicn returns on televi-
slon (you may want to plan an election night party in the auditorium}.
Pstients and/or volunteers could assist in cerrying out the actual veting
program by advertiging in the hospital, arranging for local politicians
to come in, wanning the polling place, serving coffee at ths slesction
partys etc.

Leocal politicians can be invited to explain their party positions in a
meeting held for that purpose. HNews articles from local papers, displays,
etc. may be z part of this effort providing that staff do not take part
in prometing a candidate or @ party.

The objective of such effort is to give the patients an opportunity %o
fvote", to encourage them to exercise theilr right to vote if and when
it is restored; to create interest in governmental and political affairs
and to determine wheiher pstients "voite® along the same lines as the
geneyal public.

Results of these straw votes should be sent tc me following tabulation.
I would aleo appreciats it if you would send me results of previous
elections thet mey have beer held in your hospital during the past four
or Live years.
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In the institutions where there may be a gquestion as to whether such a
straw vote should be held, the petients should be consulted {(for example,
the patient council) in order %o determine whether the patients want

to carry out or assist the staff in carrying out such sn activity. The
role of the staff being thast of giving patients an opportunity to vote if
they want to,

I would appreciate it if you would let me lmow what your plans are and if
I cann be of any further assistance, vlease call on me.
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eg o« Dr. David J. Vail



