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As of December 31, 1964 the resident population of the institutions under the De­
partment of Public Welfare totalled 13, 023, a decrease of 1, 408 during the month. Most of 
the decrease was temporary: the special schools for the blind and deaf were closed for 
Christmas vacation and large numbers of mentally deficient and mentally ill patients were 
home on extended v i s i t s at the end of the year. 

The mental hospital resident population totalled only 6,712 on December 31, including 
6, 442 mentally ill and 270 inebriates, a drop of 339 mentally ill and an increase of 4 
inebriates during the month. However, 356 mentally ill patients were home on extended 
visits at the end of December, three to four times as many as usual. It is expected, 
therefore, that by the end of January there wil l be close to, 7, 000 patients in residence, 
including a little over 6, 700 mentally ill. 

During calendar year 1964 a total of 4, 471 mentally ill patients entered the hospi­
tals, 146 more than in 1963, a total of 4, 403 were released, 210 more than in 1963, and 
654 died in the hospital, 23 less than in 1963. There were 2, 265 first admissions and 
1, 498 readmissions of mentally ill patients while 708 returned from provisional discharge 
during 1964. Of the total of 3, 763 admissions, 1, 832 or almost exactly half were volun­
tary as compared with 47 percent in 1963. With 208 more voluntary admissions this year 
than last, direct discharges increased over last year (2 , 252 compared with 1, 895) while 
provisional discharges decreased (2 , 151 compared with 2, 298). 

At the end of December, 1964 there were 6,314 patients on the books of the insti­
tution for the mentally deficient and epileptlc as compared with 6, 332 at the end of 
1963. Brainerd's population of 1, 232 is 144 above a year ago while the other institu­
tions have all shown some decrease in population. During calendar year 1964 there were 
368 regular admissions as compared with 312 during 1963. At the end of 1964 the waiting 
list for these institutions totalled 698 as compared with 727 at the end of 1963. 

State nursing home population totalled 714 December 31, 1964, with 423 at Ah-Gwah-
Ching and 291 at Oak Terrace. In the past year Ah-Gwah-Ching's population. has increased 
by one and Oak Terrace's by 40. During calendar year 1964 a total of 187 patients were 
admitted to state nursing homes, 51 were discharged and 93 died as compared to 309 admis­
sions, 47 discharges and 94 deaths during 1963. 

Gillette Hospital's population was only 58 at the end of December compared with its 
usual population of a little over one hundred patients. Turnover at Gillette has been in­
creasing steadily. During 1964 a total of 940 patients were admitted, 931 discharged and 
three died as compared with 876 admissions, 898 discharges and one death in 1963. 

Glen Lake State Sanatorium had only 74 tuberculosis patients in residence December 
31, 1964, with a daily average of 75 under care during December. Turnover was consider­
ably less in 1964 than in 1963: 155 admissions compared with 183 in 1963, discharges 124 
to 189 last year, but there were 40 deaths in 1964 compared with 31 in 1963. 

There were 58 children on the books of the Minnesota Residential Treatment Center at 
the end of December, with 52 in residence, five out on extended visit and one on unauth­
orized absence. During 1964, its first full calendar year of operation, the Residential 
Treatment Center admitted 39 patients and discharged 12. 

Patients on temporary medical transfer removed to be comparable with 1964 f igures . 


















