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DAYACTIMTY CENTERS - HF. 379 &S F. 277

This bill, which has passed both the Senate Wl fare and t he House Heal th and

Wl fare Committees, is nowin the House Appropriations Conmttee' s sub-committee
on wel fare and the Senate Finance Comnmttee's sub-commttee on wel fare. House
sub-committee chairman i s Repr, Dougl as Head of M nneapolis; Senate sub-committee
chairman is Sen. Fay George (hild of Chippewa, Lac Qui Parie and Yel | owMedi ci ne
Counties. W expect that there will be a hearing before the Senate sub-committee
during the week of April 1, There is considerable enthusiasmfor this bill
anongst legislators and hopes for its passage are good. However, we need to keep
urging that $220,000 be allocated for this biennium There is a need for $72, 000
just for the centers that are presently underway and are nowreceiving aid.

RANGE INSTITUNON- HF. 1288 & SF. 1211 (newbill)

This bill woul d appropriate $5,000 for expenses of a site selection commttee to
select a site for aninstitution on the Iron Range. There is considerable

specul ati on whet her this would be a small institution for the mental |y retarded

or mght also include a day-night unit for the mentally ill as well as some school
type facilities for crippled children who cannot get education in their own hone
district. Range legislators are no |onger pushing for the $6 m|lion appropriation
asked for inthe previous bill, whichwas HF. 172 &S F. 71.

OMTONNA STATE SCHOOL - HF. 1311 (newbill)

This bill would set an absolute limt of 21 years of age for attendance at the
Onatonna State School. It would also insert the word "treatnent” in the
description of the purpose of the institution.

EXTENS| ON OF PROBATI ON PER (DS FOR SPECI AL TEACHERS IN INSTITUTIONS - S.F. 1273,
(new bi 1)

This bill would set the probationary period for special teachers in state insti-
tutions for the mentally retarded, enotionally disturbed, blind and deaf, at two
years; presently, it is sixnmonths. It is felt that this woul d be a good nmeasure
since the six months probationary period falls in the mddl e of a school term
now the institution has a choice of keeping the person on permanently or getting
rid of the teacher right in the mddl e of the school termwhen other teachers

are all under contract and would be difficult to obtain. This bill is being
recomnended by the Advi sory Comnittee on Handi capped, G fted and Excepti onal

Chi | dren.

B LLS YET TOBE HEARD

The bills relating to boarding care rei nbursenent to counties, earmarking Of fees
paid for care of retarded ininstitutions for research, and raising the limt for
state aid for teachers of special classes from$3,600 to $4,800 or renoving the
ceiling, have yet to be heard by their respective coomttees. The usual procedure
is for the authors of these bills to request t he commttee chairman for a hearing
tine.



SHTHEHED GROPHIMES - HF. 428 & SF. 492

This bill passed the Senate Wl fare Conmttee on Wdnesday, March 27. Senator
Wayne Popham M nneapolis, is the chief author.

APPRCPR ATI ONS

Unli ke previous sessions, it isverydifficult toget any idea of the status of
appropriation measures. Legislators on the respective Appropriations and Fi nance
Committees are keeping to thenselves their intentions regardi ng appropriations

for staffing and for the building program There are several reports: |[|) that
the building bill of $47 mllionw || be reported out and recommended as sub-
mtted by the Building InterimCommission; 2) a conflicting report that it is
unlikely that a building bill of this size will be recommended by the Fi nance and

Appropriations Commttees.

LEQ SLATI VE MEETI NGS

Menbers of the M nnesota ARC Governnental Affairs Steering Conmittee net with
Repr. Dougl as Head, chairman of the House Appropriations Committee' s wel fare
sub-commttee, to present the needs of the institutions for the retarded. The
next step is topresent simlar informationto the entire sub-commttee.
Presentati ons have been nmade to the Senate Finance Commttee's sub-commttee on
bui I di ngs by Mel vin Heckt and to the Senate Finance Committee's wel fare sub-
committee concerning staffing by Jerry Wl sh.

NEWGOVERNR TAKES CFH CE

It is expected that Governor Karl Rolvaag wi Il make recommendations to inprove
the program for the retarded i n his inaugural address before the joint nmeeting of
the Senate and House. Lt. Gov. Sandy Keith has been visiting the various insti-
tutions for the nentally retarded and for the nentally ill and has been reporting
his findings and feelings regarding the institutions to the public. Both

Gov. Rolvaag and Lt. Gov. Keith have avery real interest inthis program as did
former Governor H ner L. Andersen.

MEETI NGW TH LEd SLATARS

It is not too early to be thinking of having your |egislators speak to your
Associ ation meeting. This couldbe done at the May or June neeting, if the
legislature is adjourned by t hen, or certainly at one of your first neetings this
fall. | think it will be interesting to |learn fromyour respective |egislators
their feelings regarding | egislationwhichpasses or fails topass. | think they
woul d al so have sone, recommendations for future |l egislative sessions.

S F 1278 RELATES TO QASSES AND TU TI ON FOR HANDI CAPPED

This bill woul d make it possible for school districts to share in the cost of
construction of roons for special classes. At the present tine, there is
difficulty regarding this since the school district providing the class cannot
charge a proportionate share of the cost of construction to other school districts
that are maki ng use of the special class facilities.

SHTEHEWRKSHPA D- HF. 1394

This bill would make it possible for counties to levy a tax for support of
shel t ered wor kshops arid appropriate $100, 000 for state aid for workshops. This
woul d be wor kshops for all types of handi capped.
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