PRESENTATI ON TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE BU LDI NG COwW SSI ON
BY THE
M NNESOTA ASSQO ATl ON FOR RETARDED CH LDREN

SEPTEMBER 14, 1962

As an Associ ation, we are inpressed with the careful and thorough study of the
Bui | di ng Comm ssion. W have foll owed your work cl osely and wi sh to thank you
for your interest in the problemof nental retardation.

Wefeel that it is urgent that steps be taken to elininate overcrowding in
institutions for the retarded. It is also urgent that ol d, inadequate buil di ngs

be el i m nat ed.

W know that you are very aware of these needs. Qur recommrendati ons, however,
are not made with a viewtoward informng you but to reflect the genui ne concern
of parents of retarded and other nenbers of our Association.

Except for the Buil di ng Conm ssion and t he Departnent of Wl fare, no group has
studi ed the building needs of these institutions nore closely. W hope that our
views are hel pful to you as you pursue your difficult task.

As of June 5, 1962, the Faribault State School and Hospital was overcrowded by
33% 3,317 beds were inuse in dormtories or inthe institution hospitals. This
represents a total overcrowding of 820 beds (33% based on ni ni mum st andards of 60

square feet per bed.

The Canbridge State School and Hospital reports 17%overcrowdi ng, based on 60
square feet per bed (nost states use 70 square feet per bed as a nini munj.
According to national health standards, Canbridge is 28% over crowded.

The State Fire Marshall has stated that the present overcrowded condition nakes it
i npossible for the attendants to get to the patient and render assistance in the
event of a fire enmergency. There should be a mninmumof three feet between beds

Brai nerd State School and Hospital reports no overcrowding at this time.

Overcrowding in the Mnnesota institutions for the nentally retarded is serious and
prevents adequate care of patients. Vigorous efforts shoul d be nade to inprove this

condi ti on.



Fari bault State School and Hospital

Wil e there are many buildings and facilities at Faribault State School and
Hospi tal which are as good as will be found in any state institution, there are
al so buildings and facilities there so poor as to have no equal el sewhere in

the state.

As early as 1956, the Faribault Superintendent presented a priority schedul e for
t he repl acenent of inadequate dormtories. The buildings are all in use today
with one exception. e of the three col ony buil di ngs mentioned caught fire and
was so badly danaged that it was razed. The other two remaining col ony buil di ngs
are fire traps and provi de accommodations that are so primtive that conmttee
nmenbers, view ng them were shocked. These are schedul ed for repl acenent if

Arendnent #2 passes.

The many details involved in establishing dormtory building priorities at

Fari bault State School and Hospital and el sewhere i s beyond the scope of our
organi zati on. However, we are cogni zant of the needs and wi sh to express deep
concern that pronpt consideration be givento the probl ens of inadequate housi ng.

I'n 1956, the Faribault Superintendent and staff expressed their concern over the
kitchen and food distribution systens. In January, 1958, M. A C Avery, U S
Navy, an expert on food handling and preparation, was invited to i nspect and

appraise their facilities. This report clearly defined the many shortcom ngs of

their food service system

Again in May, 1961, M. Avery surveyed the Faribault kitchen. 1In his report, he
states, "In the opinion of the undersigned, this feeding systemis one of the nost
out noded, unsanitary and inefficient facilities that he has surveyed. Wat they
have at Faribault is less thanmnimal and it is a travesty of what a fine state
i ke M nnesota shoul d be providing the dedi cated personnel at Faribault to do a
decent job. Faribault is riding a dangerous road al ong the ragged edge of disaster."
He suggested a thorough survey be initiated, conducted by conpetent personnel.

The 1961 Legi sl ature authorized an i ndependent survey. Reports of the survey team
indicate that they are in total agreenent with M. Avery on the gross inadequacy
of the facility and the need for a new food service buil di ng.

VE RECOMMEND THAT PRI ORI TY CONSI DERATI ON BE G VEN TO THE CONSTRUCTI N OF A NEW

FOOD SERVI CE AND HANDLI NG BU LD NG AT FAR BAULT STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPI TAL, IN
KEEPI NG W TH MCDERN DAY PRI NG PLES MUCH APPLY TO SUCH A FAQ LI TY.

Canbri dge State School and Hospit al

Canbridge State School and Hospital's general buil di ng programrepresents genui ne
needs of the institution and shoul d be given careful consideration.

Brainerd State School and Hospital

The Brainerd State School and Hospital has not as yet devel oped a state of over-
cromdinginits dormtory buildings. Generally, requests for additional buil dings
in the years ahead are based on the systematic increase of its capacity.



Brainerd State School and Hospital (continued)}’

The one critical building need of this institution that the commttee observed
was for a School and Rehabilitation Therapies Building. Testifying before the
Governor's Advisory Conmttee on Mental Retardation, M. Peterson, the Super-
intendent, said, "This proposed building is nothing | ess than the Heart of this
institution. The primary therapeutic functions of Brainerd State School and
Hospi tal are handi capped and condemned to superficiality without it". The
comittee whol e-heartedly agreeed with this statenent, therefore:

| T 1S RECOWENDED THAT PRI ORI TY CONSI DERATI ON BE G VEN TO THE CONSTRUCTI ON

OP A SCHOOL AND REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPI ES BU LDI NG AT BRAI NERD STATE SCHOOL
AND HOSPI TAL.  THE TOTAL EDUCATI ONAL AND THERAPEUTI C PROGRAMS OF THI S | NSTI -
TUTI ON W LL REMAI N AT A PRACTI CAL STANDSTILL UNTIL TH 'S FACLITY IS COVPLETED.

Onat onna State School

Onat onna State School ' s request for new buildings has been considered by the
commttee and it concurs with the Onatonna admnistration's recomrended priorities.



NREDED DORMITORY REPLACEMENTS FOR THE
PARIBATULYT STATE SCH00L AND HOSPITAL

i256 Schadule

REFPLACEMENT :
SCHEDULE BULLDING KO, IMMATES

FIRST Grandview - old men's dormitory " 70 old men
(5 miles out - fgolated -
not fireproof, food supplies
truckad out - & separate kitehen
i5 maintained)

STOCHD ' Three "Coleny™ buildfngs 150 men
{very poor shape ~ in need of
zepalr - wot Zireproof = day area
and dfning rooms in bacement)

TRLED ' Two buildings - Skinner Hall group 120 gicls
{Daiey snd Yvis) o (01d - very
erowded, not Eireprool)

FOURTH Eillcrest 60 boys
{old = not fireproof, frame
building - deyvoom in bogewent)

FIFIR Swmoyside 300 boys and men

{old - very crowded = very limfted
day space « very inadequate yard
gpece)

700 Total



