
MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 

Governmental Affairs Program—-1963 

INSTITUTIONS 

1.We recommend that,as a vitally necessary step towards bringing the three 
major institutions for the mentally retarded up to an adequate level of 
"colony" type care, each of them be authorized enough additional positions at 
a minimum to bring its overall staff-patient ratio to the U.S. average level 
of 1:3.2. 

2. We recommend that fifteen additional positions requested by Cambridge State 
School and Hospital for its experimental intensive therapy unit be granted. 

3. It is recommended that priority consideration be given to the construction of 
a new Food Service and Handling Building at Faribault State School and Hospital. 

4. Minnesota should go beyond the colony level of care which meets the needs of 
only 15% of the patients, and the Governor and the legislature should care­
fully appraise Dr. Bartman's plans and support them to the fullest extent 
possible. 

5. It is recommended that the Owatonna State School be authorized 33 new staff 
positions in 1963. 

6. It is recommended that all receipts from charges to individuals, guardians, 
and relatives of the mentally retarded be dedicated to a research and develop­
ment fund. 

7. The Rehabilitation-Therapies Building at the Brainerd State School and Hos­
pital should be authorized at the 1963 legislative session. 

8. Two additional dormitories should be authorized for Faribault State School 
and Hospital to replace old buildings. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

1. We recommend that the Department of Education be authorized permanently to 
employ four additional consultants in special education. These consultants 
should be placed in outlying communities of the state and be given regional 
responsibilities to assist in the development and supervision of school 
programs for handicapped children (including the retarded) in small school 
districts. 

2. We recommend that the present statutes 124.32 and 124.33, pertaining to 
education of the handicapped, be amended to provide state reimbursement for 
essential personnel in special education programs at a level of two thirds 
salary without limitations. 

3. We recommend that appropriation requests of the several state colleges and 
the University of Minnesota, as they pertain to training programs for teachers 
of the mentally retarded, be given favorable consideration. 



4. We recommend that the Division of Special Education and Rehabilitation of the 
State Department of Education be authorized and funded to employ a special 
consultant who has professional background in both special education and re­
habilitation fields to provide leadership in the development of school-work 
programs for educable retarded youth. 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS & FACILITIES 

1. We recommend that appropriations for state matching funds for day activities 
centers be increased to $215,000 for the 1963-65 biennium and that an enabling 
law be adopted to include the following: 

a. Advance payments rather than reimbursements by the state for expenses in 
operating day activities centers. 

b. Allow parent fees as a source of local funds to be matched by the state. 

c. The Department of Public Welfare should be authorized and funded to employ 
a special consultant to day activities centers. 

2. We endorse the Department of Welfare recommendation that the legislature appro­
priate funds for reimbursement to counties of up to 50% of the cost of boarding 
care for mentally retarded wards of the State Commissioner of Public Welfare. 

3. We endorse the Department of Welfare request for funds to initiate a demon­
stration project on sheltered living facilities in the community for older 
retarded persons. 

4. We endorse the Department of Health recommendation that, to encourage public 
health nursing services in all parts of the state, the state aid for public 
health nurses be increased from $1,500 to $3,000. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 

1. We recommend that the staff complement of the Division of Vocational Rehab­
ilitation be substantially increased, with a view toward increasing services 
to the mentally retarded. 

2. The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation should prepare a plan and specific 
proposal for development and partial support of community sheltered workshops 
by the State Government through the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. It 
is appropriate that development of such facilities be a cooperative venture 
by state and local agencies. Supports by the state should include grants for 
a period of initial development and operation of approved facilities plus 
continuing aid through "Fees for Service" provided to mentally retarded 
individuals. 

OTHER 

1. We suggest that the legislature formally recognize the magnitude of the problem 
of mental retardation and adopt a long range program with the goal of providing 
care, training, and community facilities at the level of other progressive states, 

2. It is recommended that a Legislative Interim Commission and/or a Governor's 
Advisory Committee be established to study and make recommendations concerning 
programs for the mentally retarded. 
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MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 

LONG TERM PROGRAM RELATING TO SATELLITE FACILITIES 

The Long Term Governmental Affa i r s Program pertaining to Inst i tut ions has not 
ye t been spelled out in de t a i l because of the pol icy of the Minnesota Association 
for Retarded Children to coordinate i t s programs with those of the Department of 
Welfare, the Governor, and Legis la t ive Interim Commissions. Because of the 
recent changes in the Department of Welfare, and the uncertainties s t i l l 
attendant to the November, 1962, e lec t ion , the long term pol icy has not ye t been 
resolved in d e t a i l . The subject has been studied in considerable depth, both as 
pertains to Minnesota ins t i tu t ions and to ins t i tu t ions throughout the United Sta tes . 

It is very apparent that at t i tudes towards ins t i tu t ions are changing. It now 
seems clear that in Minnesota and throughout the United States in general, the 
most advanced thinking envisions the fol lowing: 

1. Expanding programs in the exis t ing large ins t i tu t ions to provide 
high standards of care, t raining, and treatment. 

In Minnesota, th i s implies increased s taf f ing , better f a c i l i t i e s , 
and the elimination of overcrowding. 

It also envisions Brainerd being expanded to a 2000 bed capaci ty . 

These matters should have top p r io r i ty 

2. More selective admissions pol icy so as to admit patients more 
i d e a l l y suited to the programs of the large ins t i tu t ions . 

3. A s a t e l l i t e system of small, special ized f a c i l i t i e s which are not 
" a l l purpose" in nature. 

One type of f a c i l i t y envisioned, for example, is one designed for 
higher a b i l i t y , non-medical type residents . A few such f a c i l i t i e s , 
located in areas now a long distance from the exis t ing ins t i tu t ions , 

Another f a c i l i t y envisioned is one c lose to the University of Minnesota 
for research purposes. Such a f a c i l i t y probably would be e l i g i b l e for federal 
grants from the U. S. Dept. of Health, Welfare, and Education. 

Other examples of special ized f a c i l i t i e s could be mentioned. 

4. The def ini t ion of these special ized f a c i l i t i e s is s t i l l in the 
                   thinking stage, and should progress through demonstration projects 
                   before they become state policy. The need at the present 

time, therefore, is to support Department of Welfare request for 
funds to es tabl ish several p i lo t f a c i l i t i e s . 
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MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 

SUGGESTIONS FOR GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

MELVIN HECKT, CHAIRMAN 

HOWARD HUELSTER ST. PAUL ARC 
JANE DONNELLY " " " 
WILLIAM SOREM MPLS. ARC 
MRS. ARTHUR BENNETT ANOKA CO. ARC 
CURTIS PEARSON MPLS. ARC 
MRS. THOMAS SWALLEN " " 
R. H. FERGUSON, M.D. OLMSTED CO. ARC 
ROBERT LOCKWOOD MPLS. ARC 

KEY LEGISLATORS 

SEN. VAL IMM, CHMN., SENATE FINANCE - BLUE EARTH 
SEN. PAUL THUET, SENATE MINORITY LEADER, DAKOTA 
SEN. JOHN ZWACH, SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, REDWOOD 
SEN. GORDON ROSENMEIER, POWER CROW WING 
REPR. L. L. DUXBURY, JR., HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER - HOUSTON 
REPR. AUBREY DIRLAM, HOUSE SPEAKER - REDWOOD 
REPR. RICHARD FITZSIMONS, PROBABEE HOUSE APPROP. - MARSHALL 

THESE PLUS CERTAIN SUB-COMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN SHOULD HAVE SPECIAL 
HANDLING BY ASSOCIATIONS IN THEIR AREAS. 

39 ASSOCIATIONS HAVE SHOWN THE FILM "THE DARKEST SIDE" 

16 MORE HAVE SCHEDULED IT FOR FUTURE SHOWING 

17 SENATORS AND 35 REPRESENTATIVES HAVE BEEN THE FILM, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE 
PROBABLY SOME WE ARE NOT AWARE OF. 


