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At our |ast annual convention, we adopted a tentative |legislative programfor |96l.
This was then further refined by the Legislative Conmttee and by the M nnesota ARC
Board of Drectors and sent to each chapter for their discussion and suggestions. The
final list of legislative recomrendati ons was then adopted by the M nnesota ARC Board.
Many of the recomrendati ons were the same as those of the Interi mComm ssion on the
Mental |y Retarded, Handi capped and Gfted. Several of our M nnesota ARC menbers were
active with this Interi mComm ssion.

15 specific recomrendati ons were nade and, as a result of these recommendati ons,

a nunber of legislative inprovements were adopted. | would like to outline for you the
nost significant of these. It will be several nore days before all of the last mnute
| egislation can be anal yzed and results avail abl e.

The Faribault State School and Hospital will receive funds to enploy 35 additional
persons; however, 18 of these people will be for their expanded |aundry and wi ||
not represent a staff increase to Faribault because Faribault wi || be doing the |aundry
for Onatonna, the Deaf and Blind Schools fromnow on. This |eaves thema net increase of
17 new enpl oyees—+they had requested 175. Canbridge asked for 68 new enpl oyees; they will
receive 7. Aso, inthe future, the Lake Onasso facility will be under the jurisdiction
of Canbridge and they will receive approxi nately 44 enployees as a result of this transfer.
Lake Onasso was formerly under the Faribault State School and Hospital. The newinstitution
at Brainerd had asked for 132 new enpl oyees and they will receive a total of 8l new
enpl oyees for this comng biennium Staffing at all institutions continues to be a
pr obl em

For at least five years, the Mnnesota Associ ation has been urging that inprovenents

be made in the food preparation, handling and distribution systemat Faribault S.S. &H



As a result of a recent one-day survey by Mr. A. C. Avery, who is a food handling expert
for the Navy and worked by our association, $6,000 has been provided in one of the

| egislative building Bills for a conplete study of Faribault's food handling and kitchen
facilities. | feel this is a definite step forward.

There have been salary improvements for state staff working with the retarded;
specifically at the institution |level. There has been an increase in the superintendents’
sal aries and, also, an increase in salaries for the clinical directors. The pl an of the
| egi slature seenms to be to have hospital adm nistrators as heads of the institutions, with
a well paid and highly trained clinical director in charge of the patient program

I n special education, a bill has been passed which will provide $900 annually
board and room for educabl e handi capped chil dren who travel to a district other than
their own and stay there in order to receive the kind of special instruction they need.
This bill would not apply to the trainable retarded at the present tmme. |In addition to
the $900 for board and room there would still be $225 avail able annually for trans-
portation.

We are very pleased that the bill to provide for a pilot program of community day
centers for the retarded has been passed. The bill calls for an appropriation of $36, 000,

$12,000 for the first year of the bienniumand $24,000 for the second year of the biennium

The original request was for $70,000 and the House bill called for this amount; however,

the Senate bill called for only $30, 000— he conmprom se amount was t he $36, 000 total. This
bill would provide day center activity services for the pre-school, school and post-school
age mentally retarded. The school age trainable and educable children would not be

eligible since it is assumed that these are, or will be, taken care of by the public schools.
Bills have been passed providing for some new buildings at state institutions. The

building bill calls for four new dormtories at the Brainerd institution; one new nmale
patient dormitory at Faribault. These buil dings can only be built if the constitution

amendment is passed in 1962, allowing the state to extend its debt limts.

We had asked that the food all owance be increased to65cents per patient per day. This

woul dbeani ncreaseof 2centsover thepresent 63cents. Thefoodal | owancewas| eft at 63cents. However,



due to circinstances the value of the daily food all owance will be $. 67. Previously,
$.04 of the$.63was in federal food surpluses. Inthe future, the federal food surpl uses
will be inaddition to the$.63food al | onance.

Devel opi ng prograns for the nmentally retarded through legislationis a slowprocess;
however, we have nmade steady gai ns over the past several sessions. |n 1959, we obtained
the InterimComm ssion, an increase in transportation aids from$160 to $225, an increase
indaily food al |l onance from$.60 to $. 63, one additional social worker in the Section on
Mental Retardation, and 29 additional enployees at Faribault, where they were very badly
needed. Dollar val ue of the 1959 | egislation was in the nei ghbor hood of $400, 000. The
dollar value of the 196l legislationw |l be quite close to this; specifically, the

food study at Faribault and the day activity bill total $42, 000.

Menbers of the chapters in Mnnesota are to be congratul ated on the excel l ent way
in which they informed their own | egislators about the needs of retarded children. | know
that many of you have had legislators speak at your neetings fromtime totime;, this is
certainly one of the best nethods of getting close to the legislators and attaining their
interest in our problem The |egislative programwoul d have hardly any effect if we did
not have this kind of response fromthe nenbers of the |ocal chapters.

At the tine of preparation of this report, | do not have any information regarding
the newinstitution for the Iron Range. The bill had been introduced to provide $5, 000
for a conmttee to study a location for an institution on the Iron Range.

I woul d recomrend that every chapter plan to have the senators and representatives
speak to them..the legislators welcome this type of opportunity and certainly the
ef fectiveness of any future |egislation depends to a great extent on the work we do between

now and 1963.



Legislative Report

In addition, the legislature passed a new bill for charges for care of the
mentally retarded in state institutions. This bill calls for a maxi num payment of
$10 per nmonth fromthe parents; however, paynents woul d cease at age 21 and person
with a gross incone of less than $4,000 per year woul d not pay anything. The anount
paid by those with an income of over $4,000 per year woul d be based on ability to
pay. The new | aw provides that the state determne the ability to pay; however, if
the parent is not satisfied with the anount they are asked to pay, they can appeal
to the commissioner of welfare.

This bill, as passed conforns to the recommendati ons of the NARC I nstitutions
Cormittee. The recomrendati ons of NARC are that : the maxi numrate not be tied to the
per capita cost of the institutionprogram(2) any nonthly charge cease when the patient
reaches 21, (3) the responsibility for determning and col | ecting fees shoul d be vested
inthe state departnent which gives the institutional service.

The county under this bill woul d pay $120 per year, instead of $80 per year. W
wi Il want to watch the devel opment/of this lawcarefully. W feel, however, that it

is basically a/good | awas far as charges bill |aws are concerned.



M NNESOTA ASSQO ATI ON FCR RETARDED CH LDREN

Recormended 1961 Legi sl ative Program

. The Mnnesota Association for Retarded Children recogni zes a serious need for
increased staffing for all institutions for the mentally retarded. Qur recommendation
is that the staffing at these institutions be increased to a mni numnunber required to

do an adequate j ob.

2. The Mnnesota Associ ation for Retarded Children recomrends that noney be appropri at ed
by the legislature for an architectural study to determ ne buil ding needs and future
devel opnent of the Faribault State School and Hospital. Further, we reconmmend t hat an
adequat e amount of noney be appropriated for a study to determ ne ways of inproving
food handling, preparation and distribution at the Faribault State School and Hospital.

3. The M nnesota Association for Retarded Children after study and observation feel s

that it is necessary to increase salaries for certain professionals working with the
mentally retarded. W therefore recommrend that the |egislature increase sal aries of
certain groups of professional enployees bothwi thinthe institutions, state departnent
of wel fare, and departnent of education to an adequate |l evel to attract and hold qualified
personnel and to be conpetitive with city and county departnents and private industry.

4. % recogni ze the need to further devel op special education prograns throughout the
state, especially in rural areas and therefore we recommend that the experinmental plan
for regional coordinators of special education being proposed by t he departnment of
educati on be passed by the | egislature.

5.1n order to give proper and adequate care to nmentally retarded residing in the
community and to make it possible for counties and parents to afford the necessary
service. W support the plan of the Comm ssioner of Wl fare for state subsidy to
counties for care of retarded in commnity residential facilities.

6. Because the nentally retarded need supervision before they are placed in institutions
and when they are rel eased frominstitutions and also if they never reside in an
institution and because we recogni ze that there is not now an adequate number of soci al
workers at the county level to handle this job, we support the recomrendation of the
Commi ssi oner of Welfare that the state give subsidy to counties to enabl e themto enpl oy
addi ti onal soci al wor ker s to serve t he nental |y ret ar ded.

7. W wishtodrawthe attention of the legislature to the need for inproving
diagnostic facilities to determne nmental retardation and wi sh to point out that
improving staffingwthin state institutions mght make it possible in the future for
the state institutions to give diagnostic service to non-resident wards of the

comm Ssi oner.

8. Because nost of the mentally retarded will always reside in the commnity and

because there is a need for expansi on of community facilities to serve those nentally
retarded not able to benefit froma school program we recomrend that the state |egis-

| at ure appropriate $70,000 for the biennlumfor a pilot programof comunity day centers
in Mnnesota, these to serve pre-school, school and post-school age nmentally retarded.




Recmeﬁded 19861 Legiélétivg Iffogz;am (Continﬁ'ed)

9. It has been evident that the interi mcommssion on handicapBed gifted and nental |y
retarded has nmade a very real contribution towards solving problens in these three areas
Recogni zing the need for continued study of the devel opnent of the programfor the
nental |y retarded we recornend that the | egislature again appoint an interimcommssion
dealing solely with the nentalTy retarded to consider the folTow ng itens, Needed

resear ch, a new census Iaw, future services to be given by the institufions, expansi on

of communi Ty progranms, education and traini ng, meeti ng heal th needs and befter coordination

of all state services and facilitles.

10. Because we feel that it is inportant to have conplete facilities at each of our
institutions for the mentally retarded, we urge that noney be appropriated for con-
struction of the school departnent and rehabilitation therapy building at the Brainerd

State school and Hospital.

| |. Because of the changing popul ation at the Faribault State School and HosEitaI resul t
fromthe transfer of many ol der working patients to Brainerd and replacing these with
younﬂ high-care children fromthe waiting |ist and because the present ol der buildings
whi ch housed the transfered patients are conpletely inadequate for these children, we
feel it is urgent that noney be appropriated by the 1961 I egislature for construction

of Two newmal e patient buildings at the Faribault Stafe School and Hospital.

12. There has been study during the past interimof the need for an additional
institution to serve the retarded. W do not feel that this study is yet conplete and
we recommend that the study be continued by the above reconmended interim conm ssion

on mental retardation,

13. The Mnnesota Association for Retarded Children recognizes the need to continue
construction and inprovenent of all of the institutions for the nentally retarded in
the state of Mnnesota. W therefore urge the legislature to consider carefully

the building needs of Canbridge, Faribault, Brainerd and Omatonna State School s

Hospital's

14. W urge that the nedical divisionof the department of welfare be allowed to enpl oy
a personw th proper medical and institutional abilities to direct all phases of the st
programfor the retarded.

ate



STATE LAWS OF MINNESOTA PASSED AT THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION OF 1961

CHAPTER 62—H. F. No. 56
AN ACT relating to charges for care of patients at state institutions for the

mentally retarded and the epileptic, and the liability of patients,

relatives of patients and counties for such charges; repealing Mnnesota

Statutes 1957, Section 252.04, as anended.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of M nnesot a:

Section 1. Subdivision 1. For the purposes of this act, the terns set
out in subdivision 2 to 8 have the neani ngs ascribed to them

Subd. 2. "Comm ssioner" means the commissioner of public welfare.

Subd. 3. "State institution" means a state institution for the mental ly
retarded or epileptic now existing or hereafter established, or any state
institution where the nmentally retarded are receiving care.

Subd. 4. "Patient" neans any person receiving care or treatnent at such
a state institution whether he entered such institution voluntarily or under
comm t rent .

Subd. 5. "Copat of care" nmeans the commssioner's determnation of the
average per capita cost of all maintenance, treatnent and expenses, ot her
than that paid fromthe Mnnesota State Building Fund, at the state school s
and hospitals for the nentally deficient at Faribault, Canbridge and Brainerd
during the fiscal year previous to the period for which billing is being nade.

Subd. 6. "Relatives" nmeans the parents and spouse of a patient, in that
order of liability for cost of care.

Subd, 7. "Patient's county" neans the county of the patient's |egal
settlement for poor relief purposes at the tine of admssion to a state
institution, or if he has no such legal settlenent inthis state, it neans the
county of commtment, except that where a patient with no such legal settle-
ment is comtted while serving a sentence at a penal institution, it means the
county fromwhi ch he was sentenced.

Subd. 8. "County wel fare boards" neans the wel fare board of the patient's
county as defined in Subdivision 7 and any other county wel fare board possess-
ing information regarding, or requested by the comm ssioner to investigate,
the financial circunstances of a patient or his relatives

Sec. 2. The county welfare boards shall investigate the financial cir-
cunstances of each patient and his relatives and shall report thereon to the
commi ssioner. The commi ssioner shall nmake such further investigation as he
deens necessary and shall determine, and as circunstances require he may
redetermne, what part of the cost of care the patient is able to pay, if
any. If, in the opinion of the coomissioner, the patient is unable to pay
the full cost of care, he shall nmake a like determnation as to the ability
of the relatives to pay the charge provided in section 3 hereof. Such deter-
m nations shall be conclusive in any action to enforce paynent of the cost
of care unless appeal ed fromas hereinafter provided. Responsibility under
this section shall not apply to those relatives with an incone of |ess than
$4, 000 per year,

Sec. 3. The commssioner shall issue an order to the patient or the
guardian of his estate if there be one, and rel atives determned able to pay
requiring themto pay monthly to the State of Mnnesota the amounts so
determned, the total of which shall not exceed the full cost of care. Such
order shall specifically state that the cormissioner's determnations shall be

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION for RETARDED CHILDREN
2742 Hennepin Ave,
Minneapalis 8, Minnesota



STATE LAWS OF MINNESOTA PASSED AT THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION OF 1961
CHAPTER 62--H,F. No. 56 (Continued)

concl usi ve unl ess appeal ed fromas herein provided. In no case shall the
relatives be ordered to pay nore for each patient than $10 per nonth of the
cost of care but paynents in excess of $10 per nmonth may be accepted by the
commissioner. No relative shall be liable for the cost of care given a
patient at a state institution for the mentally deficient or epileptic after
such patient has reached the age of 21 years. Wen a patient or relative
fails to pay the amount due hereunder the Attorney General, upon request of
the conmi ssioner, may institute, or direct the appropriate county attorney
to institute, civil action to recover such anount with interest.

Sec, 4. Wpon death of a patient or former patient, the total cost of care
fromthe effective date of this act, regardl ess of the amount the patient
was ordered to pay, toward the cost of care by the patient or his relative,
shall be allowed as a claimagainst the estate of such patient or fornmer
patient by the court having jurisdiction to probate the estate. Al proceeds
collected by the state in such case shall be divided between the state and
county in proportion to the cost of care each has borne.

Sec. 5. The patient's county shall pay quarterly to the State of Mnnesota
$10 for each nonth or portion thereof the patient spends at the state
institution. Any portion of said anount actually received by the State of
M nnesota fromthe patient and his relatives shall be reinbursed to said
county. The county shall not be entitled to reinbursenent therefor fromthe
patient his estate or his relatives, except as provided herein. Each quarter
the conmi ssioner shall notify each county of the anount due under this section.

Sec. 6. The conmi ssioner shall establish a prodedure for hearing conplaints
regarding the anmount of charges. Any patient or relative aggrieved by an order
of the comm ssi oner hereunder may appeal fromsuch order to the district
court of the county in which he resides by serving notice of such appeal on
the comm ssioner and filing the notice, with proof of service thereof, in the
office of the clerk of the district court of such county within 30 days from
the date the order was mail ed or such later date not exceeding one year from
date of mailing as permtted by order of such court. Such appeal may be
brought on for hearing by the appellant or the comm ssioner upon ten days'
witten notice. It shall be tried to the court which shall hear such evi -
dence as it deens necessary and by order affirmor nodify the order of the
commi ssioner. Wen any order or determnation of the conmi ssioner nade
under this act is brought in question on such appeal such order or deternin-
ation shall be determned de novo. Appeal to the suprene court fromthe order
of the district court may be taken in the same manner as appeal s are taken
fromappeal abl e orders in civil actions.

Sec. 7. Mnnesota Statutes 1957, Section 252.04, as anended by Laws 1959,
Chapter 157, Section 8, is repeal ed.

App. 6-5-61



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE

Pol i cies Concerning Collections for Care of the Mentally Retarded and Epileptics,
Ef fective Novenber |4, 1961

I The cost of care shall be the average nonthly par capita cost of operating
the institutions at Faribault, Canbridge and Brainerd in the preceding
fiscal year. for a full calendar month and [/30 of that amount par day for
a fractional part of a month.

1 Determnation orders shall be issued to all patients and responsible rela-
tives who are found able to pay for this care.

I11 The following criteriaw !l bo used as a guide for determning ability to
pay, but there may be variations due to circunstances:

A Patients (wth guardians or with funds in a Social \elfare Fund)
1. Wthout Dependents (Spouse - Children)
a. Wth Incone

|) Over $|.000 liquid assets - Full Average Per Capita Cost
2) $300 - $I,000 liquid assets - Commensurate with |ncome *
3) Under $300 liquid assets - No Charge

b. Wthout [ncone

(1) Over $1.000 liquid assets - Full Average Per Capita (st
(2) $300 - 1,000 liquid assets - Commensurate with G rcunmstances
(3) Under $300 |iquid assets - No Charge

2. Wth Dependents
a. Wth Incone

) Over $5,000 liquid assets - Full Average Per Capita Cost
) $300 -$5,000 liquid assets - Commensurate with Incone *
) Under $300 |iquid assets - No Charge

1
2
3
b . Wthout Incone
1
2
3

) Over $10,0001iquid assets - Full Average Per Capita Cost
) $5,000 - $10,000 |iquid assets - $50 Per Month
) Under $5,000 liquid assets - No Charge

$14 per nonth will be aliened for clothing, and personal incidentals of the
patient $6. 00 per nonthwi | | be al | owed guardi ans for travel toseeward

B. Responsible Relatives (Spouse and Parents)

No Dependents - Annual Income in Excess of $4,000 - $10 per nonth
One Dependant - Annual Income in Excess of $4,500 - $10 per nonth
Two Dependents- Annual Inconme in Excess of $5,000 - $10 per nonth
Three Dependents - Annual Income in Excess of $5,500 - $10 per nonth
Four Dependents - Annual Incests in Excess of $6,000 - $10 per nonth

Five or More Dependents - Annual Income in Excess of $6,500 - $10 per
nmont h



IV Charges to Counties

A The county in which the patient had | egal settlenment for poor relief
purposes at the tine of admssion to the hospital, shall be charged
$10 for each nonth, or portion thereof that said patient spends in
the hospital.

\Y Aainmswll be filed against the estates of patients only unless a respon-
cible relative should pass away | eavi ng an unpai d bal ance he had been
determ ned abl e to pay.

Vi An appeal to District Court may be taken from any determ nati on nmade by
t he Conmi ssi oner .



