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SUBJECT: Suggest ion f o r convention o r i e n t a t i o n 

Those in the profound group p r e s e n t s p e c i a l problems to an 
a c t i v i t i e s l eader because of t h e i r low i n t e l l e c t u a l l e v e l and in 
many cases p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Personnel coming i n t o contac t wi th those in t h i s group must accep t t h i s 
f a c t and not s e t t h e i r goa l s and hopes too h igh , 

When we speak of t h e profound group we a r e t a l k i n g about i n d i v i d u a l s 
wi th i n t e l l i g e n c e l e v e l s ranging from 0 to 25. At our i n s t i t u t i o n 
many of those wi th IQ, 15 and up a r e inc luded in organized r o u t i n e 
group a c t i v i t i e s wi th the t r a i n a b l e . They, of course , d o n ' t possess 
the s k i l l to perform as wel l as some of the o the r s in the group but 
do r e c e i v e a l o t of emotional s a t i s f a c t i o n in be ing a p a r t of the 
group and I'm sure t r a i n i n g is involved a l s o . Mixing them w i t h 
t r a i n a b l e s d o e s n ' t f r u s t r a t e them because they a r e accep ted . 

Age is a l s o a f a c t o r because those in the younger b r acke t s , below 
12 c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , in many i n s t a n c e s a r e not mature enough fo r 
organized group a c t i v i t i e s . I d e a l l y , these p a t i e n t s , i n r e c r e a t i o n 
should be handled in groups of not more than f i f t e e n , however, because 
of l i m i t e d s t a f f i n g and lack of f a c i l i t i e s , in most ca se s , t h i s i s 
imposs ib l e . 

These n e g a t i v e problems p r e sen t a p i c t u r e of hopelessness fo r the 
a c t i v i t i e s s t a f f and t h i s consequent ly makes i t hard to keep them 
mot ivated and i n t e r e s t e d in the profound group. 

We n e v e r t h e l e s s t r y to have a program of some kind for these 
p a t i e n t s . In some cases i t can h o n e s t l y be quest ioned i f the 
program is r e a l l y r e c r e a t i o n a l or j u s t a ma t t e r of g iv ing a d d i t i o n a l 
a t t e n t i o n . 
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