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Inetitution “York Program

Harold Feterson sat near me at luuech at the Superintendents! Meeting last
Friday followins the discussion on institution rork programs and ralsed
the question whether this would not be a goud subject for the next Intere
Institutional Meeting., I z2srced with him that 1t would be and hid an
opwortunity to mention this to Mise Coakley. She indicated that it would
be a suitible iten for conslderation at thie next or some future meeting
of the zroup.

I believe we were the firet institution to recommend the additicn of a
vatient placement officer as a new position when our requests were reviewed
with the Central Office and Lepartment of Administrution 4in the fall of
1948, e justified it on the basis that we desired a verson not only to b
respongible for assigning » tieut helpers to work areas where they were
needed but primarily to be concerned about the welfure of such patients,

to ses thit they received proper training, were rotated so they would

secure the maximun of experience, that their working conditions were proper
and hours of work within proper limits, Mdwin Lehtinen, a member of our
soclini service staff, bec uie our first placement officer and served from
1225=45 to S=554 when he resigned to accept a similar position at the
Porterville State Hoepital, Porterville, California. He now is serving in
a related capacity in Sonoma State Hespital, Sonuma, Culifornia, He with
his fumily visited us a few days sago., Mr. Roy "“elsandit succeeded #Mr. Lehtinen
so that this program has now been carried on under two competent supervisors
and 1t would be interesting to compare our experlence with that of the
rrograms at Cambridge, Owatonna and Arainerd,

I agreed ssith the splendid sresentution Dr. Behrendt gave at the neeting
last Friday of her opinion of -~ork programs. Hcwever, I believe these
becoue uore truly "work®™ prozrams in institutions for wentally retaraeu
than for umentally 111 and especially so in institutions such as this which
does not admit educable school children unless having serious additional
handicaps.
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