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"I wish to commend the mmeapclia Morning Trilupe for the meam;
26) regarding the state memtal health situation, This type of publi

interest and encoureges public participation in the steppedeup progran being carried
on by the state and its responsible citﬁzensinthef:.eldofmentalbeﬂﬁh.

”rhe1959legislamewasieaenlyameoftheneadfortreamez%he |
mentally 111 outside of our institutions and 50 we provided a substantially increase
appropriation for out-patient clinics in the amount of $770,000 for the next bienniu
in contrast to the $342,000 appropriation two years ago. :

%emstmtimmrkmthemmmtmatmmisbemgmedited
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"In recent weeks the Minneapolis Star and Tribune have published articles
and editorials which stated that *the legislature cut the financial support for
operations of the state hospitals «= notably in the amounts desigaated for staff
personnel, for dmgs and clothing,?

*The original department requests far appropﬁations were screened w the
governor and substantially reduced. After nearly four months of exhaustive wark by
ny finance subcommittes and mumerous trips to institutions for a first-hand lock at
proposed expenditures, we came up with an appropriation for the seven mental hospitals
that represented an increase of $2,406,135 or 7,49 per cent over the previous
biemium, The total expenditures for the mental hospitals was §34, 528 478,

"The subcommittee was composed of three liberals and two conservatives, All
agreed that we had adequately financed the needs of the hospé.tals without mam
taxpayers? money. :

"The total welfare appropnmon was $113,393,842 am an increase over the
previous two years of $10,073,253. oW haérecmnnerxded over $116,000,000,

"The legislature increased the amount included in the app@opriation for
drugs by 8 per cent over the amount expended in the fiseal year of 1958 for mental
hospitals, For the institutions for the mentally retarded (extluding Brainerd) we
provided for an increase of over 20 per cent over 1958,

“The drug picture is further enhanced by improved purchasing pmceéures
They are also able this biennium to buy smaller quantities at contract prices, The
divisien of procurement has indicated that they ave k g a close watch on the .
expiration of patents so they can advertise for eompeté.tive bids on many pre&aets.

"Following is an e:mmple of a few extreme savings that can be made during
the coming biennSum: the v dropped from $16.80 to $4.753
another from $141.50 to $ ped from $14.50 to $4,00.

: "Patient population decreases, plus the improved purchasing procedures
will actually result in a substantially greater per capita drug 313
dodlar percentage wm:ld indicate, although it d&es vepresent a decrease from the

| department

institution contingent fund, Sbould an emergent situation arise, nacessary supp

Supplememtmn to the drug
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mexztaﬁmcouldagainbereqneshedoutoftmsﬁxﬁ centinuad in the
$200,000 for the coming biennium,



1ns-hi.tut5.ons as needed.

In studying the per capita expenditures for clothing for pati 5, the

subcommittee found a wide variation between insti‘mtibns. The h’l pital o R@Q l. RaPE.

was successful in holding down i‘bs clothing expenditure by eting ' N
e fo . as :’st hﬁiﬁéd kée@ '

items of wearing apparel. ttoe folt - PPN rendat
uP patient mmle and strengthen t&es the paﬁmt aud his heme.

"In spite of this, houwar we apprbpa:‘ia‘bed suhstaxrt- all
amount for clothing as expended in fsaseal 1958.

wearing th"i” own ﬁlothing durdng & #ho; - contd
Ability - the

per capita clothing allmncesfor the coming t mll ‘reﬂec‘h an increase.

"One of the most costly fagtars i.n opem'hing an instiwtion is pcrsonnel.
We found that nearly all of the hospital ‘
allowed them by the 1957 legislature, Tnstead they used the money allocat:
unfilled positions to pay for a cost-oi-li'd.ng incroase and in some ecases granted
merit increases,

. “The 1959 legislature provi@d mugh money for a cost-of-liﬁng salary
increase and for merit increases, This means that all of the unfilled positions can
now be utilized, We cut the mmber of employes ir Atut:
others, based upon proven need.

“In one hospital there was one émplo .toeveryoneandmmpaﬁents;
This compared most unfavorably to the much ha.gher ratio in other insﬁmmns

"One of the issues thatstirradupthemstbeatedmm@symm
eMmination of commssary privileges for superintendents and physicians living on
the hospital grounds, Instead of permitting then to take what they wanted out of ~
the storeroom, we provided $175 a month to.tuy groceries for their ranﬁlies and pro-
vide for laundering and househeld supplies,

“In addition the state provides them with living quarters furnished with
heat and utilities, A slightly smaller 3 tment was made for phwsicz.ans uvﬁng
on and off the grounds,

“The senate finance committee deliberated soberly and with a keen sense aof oqur
responsibllities to not ‘only the patients and their £ il Xp

. “Wecanbepﬁmﬁofmarmatitutionsand‘the
them, It was tho considered ju 1tof both liberals and conservetives in
branches of the legislature that weo have made progyve simﬁaemmﬂmafw
mentally 111, Thereismasentoba!ﬁ.mth&tmswﬁeﬁypmmsswmme“

Sen, Fay George Child, myrm-d Minn,, chairman, finance subsonmittes on pzbiin




