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"I am enclosing a letter from Dr, Dale C, Cameren, medical director of the -
state mental hospitals, who has called to my a%antim an error in oy letter to the
editor of Aug, 10 titled 'S’hate Hospital mm Bl adned,

"In my letter to the edi:bor,Ipointed wtafeu'extrame sav;lnes' that
could be made on *tranquilizer! drugs during the caming biennjum, I have since been
informed by Dr, Cameron that the drugs veferred to in my article are not tranguil:
druge and that the Yextrems savings® would in effect amount to approximately $365 ~
on the three druge mentioned, &mtmmmﬁnmtmmmwnwumm
tional errorlmuldappreciabeymm_- shing thi.s." -

Fay Oeorge Child, chaﬁmanofsummtteemf
mnne-ota state senarbe, Maymax lﬁ,n_na. .

onviot: t you and most other state Jegislators wished to appropri:
sufﬁcient funds to al‘lw for torderly progress! in }B.nmscta*s mental health m
gram and believe you did so in the 1959 session.. o

®1 do not wish to enter into public controver ,
leglslator, However, it is hoped that you wﬂl w:.sh to a*:j £} the publ 8o
of your points which could easily be construed cate
than somewhat reduced, service will be available
mental hospitals during the M m mm

"Iou stressed the Hncrease? of 1955
over those of 1957-59. The $2,50

+507,211 i : ‘e' fgg the znen'bal haspﬁ.tals i3 more
than absorbed by rises in fixed costs. The same is true for the mentally retarded,
speclal hospitals, etc, In the salary account of the mental hospitals slone,

$2, 670,231 is needed to retain permel authorizad in thve present legislativa sossion,
to pay econcmic salary adjustmer , _

"Increased costs for fuel, power and food ¢ appr
amount to $167,590. er, the m*,taaa:l. fixed costs in ‘bhsse 1tews are shart of
being fully covered in the cwrrent appropriation by an additional $169.230~ “Thus,
the %increase! actually represmts & deficit of at loast $4 9,840 without takin
acoount of expenditures for drugs and othor medical mspp!iea and certain dthez'
current expenditures,

"While the lesulative appropriation. for medical. f wpplics is somewhet
higher for this biennium, it is considerably less than ma spent’ 1
Over $100,000 additional was spent for this purpose fi
needed expenditures were curtailed to make mongy avails
rent ostimate of the funds nesded t6 maintain the la
(without any inmovwmts) indicates that we will be 8
mthemu-rmt 2XPOnH acmm'xta efthamentalam Bp
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"Tour letter then cited populatien decreases as & factor allowing for *sxﬁa~
stantially greater per capita drug 4l lax ' would indi-
cate.* We do have fewor patients in our mentaa. ‘hospitals now dasp:.te an inerease in
admissions of several hundred per year, and for this wo can thank the devoted perw
sonnel. in cur hospitals, the inereased work of the county welfare persomel, and the

advent of tranquilising drugs.

“However, theneedstor‘breamente@pliascmwtbeﬁguradonthebasis
Ofawedﬁhpopulatimalane, A far more significant figure is the mumber of
admissions, and the different types of patients who need treatment, New patients
consume enormous quantities of pérs"“"j"“‘,timanddruga, and careful plamza.ng for
dischargaorapatimtisvewtmemswﬁag

"The proper ‘our hospitals should be
patients with the greatest mssible efficiency, not sluply to provide long~torm
hospital care to patients who £211 to improve. Thus, per capita costs and especially
percapd.tadmgcostsareverypoer indimtgra of budgetary needs.

“Why, if our needs for additional persornc
all the persormel allowed, . -» by the 1957 legisla : ; is
in your Aug, 10 letter. The hospitals were forced to leave pasitions vacant and used
themneyalhcatedtothemﬁlagdposiﬁmatopayacosm&hmgmase
increase and in some cases granted merit ineresses. The law required salary i
based on a rise in the costeof~living and I am sure that you realis
legislature did not appropriate the necessary ﬁmds to pay this re

“Wehadmaltezmﬁwm'ttohold:}obs toobbainﬁaemnaytopay
thisneeeasaryarﬁmrthﬁﬁlesa!mwmreasetotheremauﬁ:gemplms.

“'Weoutﬂwnmberofmloyesinminstituﬁonsandimreaseditm
others, based on proven need.? In the face of risin admissions and greater success
in relcasing patients from mental hospitals, we are expected to offer trex :
with 119 fewer persommel in these hospitals during the next two 3 o I
that Sandstone state hospital closed with 107,75 oyes, but. 'bhe majorit;

patients were transferred to other hospitals amd still require of '
Eg;mmel (70) were authorized for the Brainerd state school and hospital to care for
additional patients, _

"‘I‘uezrty-mnepasitiorrs wore taken from Capbridge
no decrease in patients or students - to provide additional
sonnel were reduced in the special hospitals, in the out-patient clinies
Chmren.wpported by the state a.nd, most drastically, in the Residential Treatment Genter for

- “Finally, you commented on the 'conxnissary privileges? of the

and superintendents,. Vﬂailethisisnatummofpersomleememtothemm
involved and to the deparfment of public wlfare, itismtnaarlysnmr&ntas-
the major issues previously discussed, These persomnel were given Yoony

privileges?® over years in Lley of needed sslary increases, buttheymremﬁpera :
mitted *to take what they wented out of the storercom.® They were issued otly the
samraodsasmmpxmhasedforpatientaandinamts according to the size of

"-talsshe!ﬂdbeteadmit,tmatanddischarge o
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"Members of the voting public must deﬁ»de whether they wan% ‘!;heiz' :
relatives and themselves to have their optiwur recovery Af 1

mentally 511 or whether they want a good custody

it is the former, they must be will pay £
fiscal chammels, If it is the htter, 'blwy must be
suffering and wasted Lves.”

Dale C, Cameron, M.D., medical. dﬁrector.




