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PATI ENT TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AT THE M NNESOTA SCHOOL & CCLONY

Training functions are specifically borne by two departnents in
the Institution, the School Department and the Patient Prograns Depart-
nent. In the forner, training is the major objective of the program
while the latter trains patients as such traini ng becones necessary for
carrying out recreational and occupational therapies or as is necess-
itated by the need for maintaining the Institution itself.

Incarrying out its responsibilities, the School Departnment nain-
tains classes which provide the followi ng types of training:

1. Pre-school and kindergarten (10 patients). Here
enphasis is placed on group living and accomrodati on, self-
hel p, and know edge of el emental aspects of our environnent
and culture. Children enrolled in this group are expected
to develop to the point where they may take acadenic schoo
work, either here or at the Onatonna State School .

2. "Trainable child" program(48 patients). This type
of programis designed to make useful, self-respecting in-
di vidual s fromthose who are not capable of learning to read
and wite. The objectives here are simlar to those of the
ki ndergarten class, but the children are generally ol der and
less intelligent.

3. Acadenic (51 patients). This enconpasses a program
simlar to that of the public school, but geared to the
special needs of retarded children. Those enrolled in the
academc cl asses are generally the brightest, and /or have
the best prognosis for independent adult nmaintenance, and /or
are capable of living a fuller life within the Institution.

4, Bandicraft (45 patients)., This provides a2 special
type of tralning te retarded children for their own personal
enjoyment and because of their relatively greater abiliiy to
compete with normal persons in this area of activity than in
other types of work. This program is part of the School
Department insofer as it is an integral part of the training
of mentally retarded people. After a child has reached a
working level of a1l in handicraft, his contimued activities
whethsr as recreation, therapy, or production for uge, are
trensferred under the supervision of the Patient Program
Department.

To carry out the above programs, the Schoel Depariment has four
elementary teachsrs. 2.8 velil ag part-time use of a sewing teacher and
msic teacher fror the ratient Programs Department. In addition, a
teacher for the dcal has been authorized to be added to the staff and
will prebadly te txnas.a™le bueginning September, 1952, to provide the
spocial education roaqui-eld by the approximately twenty-five children
who ars ceaf or hnari of hearing as well as mentally retarded.

1ha handicral*t training given by the Fatient Programs Department
complew~rtn the puegreom of the School Department by providing for ths



devel opnent of manual skills. Al enployees in the Institution, how
ever, are indoctrinated, by means of an in-service training program
with the concept that they are and should he contributing to the train-

ing of patients in their care.

Coordinating the training programat the M nnesota School and
Colony is an Education and Training Commttee conprised of the School
Principal, Patient Prograns Supervisor, Chief Social Wrker, Qinical
Psychol ogi st, and a staff Physician. Follow ng consideration in Case
Conference, this coomittee plans a programfor the patients inaccordance
with his nental | evel, physical status, general personality traits,
and earlier achievenent. Any patients whomthe commttee feels requires
prolonged or intensive study is referred to the Superintendent for
special attention.



