M nnesota School and Col ony
DEM C COURSES OF STUDY - 1950-51

Since patients entering the Mnnesota School and Col ony
y so widely in abilities, and even in achievenent with the
e nmental ages, it is necessar%/ to consider each child
ividually and seek a programfor himthat will fit his own
di vi dual needs

At the sanme tine fornal outlines of courses are useful
suggesti ng cl assroom procedure and textbooks are useful
Aldes for the teacher, espedially in the reading and nunber
arses in the primary grades where readi ness and teachi ng
ograns are the result of continuous and expert research.

The nmodern phil osophy of education assunes, ( Forty N neth
rbook, Part 11)

~ I NSTRUCTI ON OF EXCEPTI ONAL CH LDREN |'S | NDI VI DUALI ZED,.
eping classes snmall and by securing adequately trained teachers,
I struction becones individual.

D AGNGSTI C SERVI CES ARE PROVIDED.  (hi | dren shoul d be
sferred for special education only after adequate di agnosis
f the physical or nental condition.

- CLASS PLACEMENT IS A FLEXI BLE MATTER Speci al educati on
dmts of various procedures and situations, whatever nmay fit
he childs special needs

PRCBLEMS | N CURR CULUM OONSTRUCTI ON FCR THE MENTALLY
HANDI CAPPED ARE MORE COMPLEX THAN FCR NCRVAL CHI LDREN. It is
necessary to retain the basic elenents in the curriculumfor the
regular groups as well as adapt the materials to the abilities
of the special classes if the nmentally handi capped who are
able to are to live successfully upon their return to society

CQURR CULUM QGOALS FCR THE MENTALLY HANDI CAPPED ARK THE
SAME AS FCR NCRVAL CH LDREN.  They are the achi evenent of self-
real i sation, the devel opment of proper human rel ationships, the
attai nnent of economc efficiency, and the assunption of civic
rasponsibility

THE EXPER ENCE CURRI CULUM SERVES AS THE BASI S CF LEARN NG
FCE THE MENTALLY RETARDED, being geared to their felt needs and
dom nant purposes. The CORE QRR CGLW offers units of experience
based upon significant situations, phases of life, or problens
which the pupils now face or will face in the future

REFERENCES: |.- The Education of Exceptional Children", National
Soci etY for the Study of Exceptional ildren, Forty N neth Yearbook,
Part |1, 1950

2.- "A Quide for Better Instruction in Mnnesota School s, *'

Qurricul umBull etin Ho. 1, State of Mnnesota, Dept. of Education.



M C COURSES CF STWDY - conti nued

The course of study used as a guide in our academc classes
he course of study and teacher's manual of the Mansfield
atraining School and Hospital, Mansfield, Connecticut, one of

outstanding institutions of its kind . (1947)

G her curricula guides includes State of M nnesota, Departnent
ducation Qurriculum Bull etins

1.- Bl enentary Qurricul um
- A Qide for Better Instruction in Mnnesota School s,

QurriculumBulletin Ho. 1, 1946
- A Qide for Instruction in Arithnetic, QurriculumBulletin

3.

3.
Ho. 3, 1948

4. - A Qiide for Instruction in the Social Studies, CQurriculum

5.

Bulletin No. 6, 1949
- Bulletin No, O-7 , Honme Econom cs
Note: Al of the other State Bulletins are on order fromthe
Syndi cate Printing Co.

DARDS FCR THE SELECTION COF PUPI LS IN THE SCHOOL PROGRAM
1.- New Adm ssions; After diagnostic nedical and ﬁsychol ogi cal

oks, new adm ssions of school age are referred to the schoo
partnent at case conferences which the principal attends.

~Sone pupils are recoomended for academic training, others
handi craft cl asses, still others for both. Handi caps are taken

t o consi derati on.

2.- Individual Qassification Study: Individual classification
of i es are made(group) of the present class lists. Study of
es, 1.Qs, present prograns furnishes data on which decisions

Iy’be made for individuals.

Wiere there is doubt that all possible patients have
ben reached in a grade, classification profiles are nmade of the
entire grade ?roup and deci sions made fromthe data to neet patient
needs. (Exanple : Annex |ll -hospital division - see nontly report)

3.-, School Life Span: The principal assunmed his position
about Cctober Ist, after the present selection of school pupils

had been nade.

Present study indicates criteria nust be set up for
anot her year which will set upper limts for chronol ogi cal ages
inthe school departnment. Wiether this should be 16- 18 - 20 yrs.
wll be determned after consultation with the nedical, psychol ogical,

and wel fare servi ces.

The end result would be to give nore conpl ete prograns
for the children of reasonable school age and substitute sone other
type of leisure tine activity for the older patients. It mght also
enabl e the school departnent to lower it educational or training
programto pre-kindergarten or nursery |evels.




ELEMENTS IN DETERM N NG THE PROGRESS O THE PUPILS I K
THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

QU DANCE: Both the teacher and principal have gui dance functions
in determne the progress of the patients. They include

1.- collecting background information for each child and
using it in determning the child d needs.

2.- recording on a cumul ative folder the information obtained
fromtests, interviews, observations and using it in determ ning
teaching and other activities.

3.- seeing the parents of the patients when visits are nade
aﬂdlgcquainting then with the progress and program for their
chi | d.

4,- studying the pupils readiness for |earning and adjusting
both the renmedial work and the advanced teaching to his ability.
5.- observing the child s enotional and social adjustnent
and t[ Ing to provide experiences which will help himdevel op

nornal |y

EVALUATI NG PUPI L PROGRAMS

In the Mnnesota School and Col ony, while grade placenents
are listed as a convenience in grouping, work is alnost on a
continuous progress basis in which the pupils is asked or
encouraged to continuously inprove over his own record.

In evaluating pupil progress at the end of the present
school year, as many of the following criteria as Possible wl
be used.
1.- Careful observation of each child s progress by the
teacher, a subjective report strengthened by a description of the
progran1covere and a list of readers and other texts conpl eted.
.- Results of infornal tests which may have been given by
the teacher such as unit pretest-progress tests.
3.- A check and conparison with records kept by former teachers.
4. - Records of individual progress charts in which desirable attitude
and _habits are checked.
5.- Use of standardised tests to neasure nmastery of fundanenta
kills, to determne what skills a patient |acks and then assi st

skills _
himto acquire them

TESTING PROGRAM

The follow ng testing Frogran(elenentary) wll be generally
used in the Mnnesota School and Col ony.

Kindergarten - a reading readiness test in the spring

grade..1 (approx. level) - a reading readiness test in the fall.
In the spring a word recognition test or sinple reading test.

(forward)
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TESTING FROGRAM - continued

(rade 2 (approx. level) - a diagnostic readiness test in the
fall. An" alternate formin the spring

grade 3 (appr ox. Ievel? - asinple battery test in the fall.

I ndi vidual profiles will then be nade, pupils needs anal yzed

and instruction adjusted accordingly. In the spring an alternate
formof the battery test will be given to show growh. A
personal ity devel opnent tent may al so be given at this |evel.

(Gade 4 and over)- sane type of battery tests as in grade 3.

Sone of the tests which fit the above program and from which
selections wll be nade are |isted bel ow

1. - Readi ng-r eadi ness

Gates reading readi ness test. New York 27?: Bureau of

publ i cations, Teacher's Col |l ege

Hldreth-Giffiths. Metropolitan readi ness test. For
Ki ndergarten. Chicago 16: Wrld Book., 1933

Monroe reading aptitude tests. For first grade entrants.
Chi cago 16: Houghton-Mfflan _

Van Wagenen readi ng readi ness test. For kindergarten and
first grade. Mnneapolis 14: Educational Test Bureau

2.- Slent reading

Durrell- Sullivan reading capacity and achi evenent tests
Chicago 16: Wrld Book (diagnostic)

Gat es erlrrary reading test. For grades 1, 2, and 3. New
ork 27: Bureau of Publications. Teachers Col | ege

lowa every pupil test of basic skills(Test A Reading
conpr ehensi on; Test B, Wrk Study skills.
Chi cago 16, Houghton-Mfflin

lowa silent reading tests. Chicago 16: Wrld book.

3.- Oal Reading

Qay - oral reading check tests. Bloomngton, IlIlnois.
Publ i ¢ School Publishi ng Co.

4. - Mathenatics

Breuckner di agnostic tests. M nneapolis. Educational

test bureau.
Progressive arithnetic tests. 5916 Hol | ywood Bl vd. Los

Angeles 28: California test bureau
5.- Battery Tests, (scaled tests in up to 8 subjects)

lowa every pupil test of basic skills, Chicago 16.

_ Wrld Book. _ _
Unit Scales of attainnent. Mnneapolis 14. Educational

test bureau.
6.- Handwiting scales : Chicago 16. Houghton-Mfflin
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M NNESOTA SCHOOL AND COLONY
(School Depart.)

NO OF PUPILS IN HANDI CRAFT CUSSES VWH CH M GHT BE CLASSED
AS OOOUPATI ONAL  THERAPY

BOY' S | NDUSTRI AL CRAFTS: Boys drls Total
I nstructor: Berghoff 26 0 25

A R' S SEW NG NEEDLECRAFT) :

Instructor: Taubman - - 0 45
Smth 0 56
Brazil - 0 47
0 148 148
A R S WEAVI NG
Instructor: Kennedy - - 0 50
Bur net t 0 39
0 89 89
ROPE BRAI DI NG ( Handi capped)
I nstructor: Kisor 23 0 23

TOTALS 49 237 286



