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D ar Doctor Storrss

%e sre im the process of making soue changes in aur'
institutional progrum &s & result of new standards that have been
4 clared by our legislature for the care and trestment of patients
in the group of aental hca itals, which includes this institdtion
together eith the hospi s for the mentally ill, the hospital
for epileptics, and the St&te Sechool at Owatonna, which gives
trainin, to the educable feebleminded of school years., The thtonnﬂ
institution hed been one for dependemnt and negleeteﬂ children of
norasl intelligence, with & capacity of about {00, and which in
1945 was converied to serve its present purpose, &nd 8t ‘which time
w transferred all of our childrem of moron amd borderline. 1gtzliin_

gone directly to O'abqnaa wpon c@aaitucnt. This

almsst 3000 patients, therefore accepts the young
Leges of less than sés, those transferred from Owe
coapleted their training but for whoa plans for refirn to thﬁ conm
ity either have not been coampleted cr should not at the .tise be made \
(This trensfer is asde usually between 17 and 21 ymsers of age), snd - -\
those older patients of all degrees of mental deficlemcy requiring

institutio cere end treafment. In sddition we have 8 very few

children of school ye&rs of I.a.s in excess of 50 who ce&m not.

ccepted at Owatonna because of some physical ] ndicep - rend

it impossible for theam to go to the warious class’ @nous dij g rho
ete., certain severely msladjusted individuals who are aeat_ ere i
observation to determine wheiher they should be trisd at Owatonns,
and certuzin ones presenting specisl ulagnostic problems which shot
b cleared in order to.ueteraine what their future prograa’should
Included in our population ia a group of about 150 males and the !
'sam  pumber of females, ranging in age froam a fn! months to six or
s ven years of age. .

1as 31 “:g you this descri tioa of aur Lnatitaziau ,
in order that you nay erstand the probiems that we are going to.
heve in putting into effect the new program uh&eh ; 7i¢

nusber of a%iggatiaaal therapists and recrestionsl w
addition to stalf of handierurt teachers, tes
eto., twO teachers od in essentially sense
one having the r apaaiz 111ty of essentially indi
to those titb the hlniiatga d&:ﬂ:lbﬁd snd of the

. dewel nx ia&gl&ianuat
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In view of the experience you have had, I hope you will be good enough to
let me know what your administrative set-up is with reference to the School Department,
occupational therapy and recreational activities, and I shall be very grateful for your opinion of
the following plan which I have had in mind, and for any suggestions that you may be able to
offer.

It appears to me that our most effective program would be to add the
recreational workers and occupational therapists to our School Department, but I am wondering
whether we are likely to run into any difficulty because of professional jealousy between the
occupational therapists, recreational workers, the principal of the School Department, and the
various teachers. If you will be good enough to let me know what your administrative set-up is
for these activities it may be helpful to us in working out our program. It seems to me reasonable
to take the position in our institution that our total program except for the distinctly medical
aspects of it are all properly functions of education, using that term in the broad sense, and for
that reason could be set up in the manner described under the principal of the School
Department, having of course a close correlation with the medical staff, and especially so in the
case of certain crippled patients where the occupational therapy activities would have to have
medical direction.

I realize that I am asking a very real favor of you in this matter, but hope
that you will be good enough to give me the time that is necessary to reply.

I had the pleasure of a short chat with your son at the State Medical
meeting earlier this month. I urged him to come down for a visit with us before he completes his
work at Rochester, and hope that he will arrange to do this. We shall of course be glad to have
him take some friends with him if he desires to do so.

With personal regards and best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours

E. J. ENGBERG, M.D.
EJE’y Superintendent



