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To the Director, D iv is ion  o f  Public In s t i t u t i o n s :

T h e  b ien n ia l re p o r t  o f th e  B u re a u  fo r  F e e b le m in d e d  a n d  E p ile p tic  for 
the biennium  1940-42  lis ted  th e  m a in  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  b u re a u , g av e  som e 
Statistics in te rp re t in g  th e m  a n d  in d ic a tin g  tre n d s , a n d  m ad e  re c o m m e n d a ­

tions. T h is  re p o rt fo r  th e  b ie n n iu m  1 9 4 2 -4 4  is an  e x te n s io n  o f th e  p rev io u s 
one as the fu n c tio n s a re  th e  sam e, a lth o u g h  th e re  m ay  h av e  b een  a d d it io n a l  

responsibilities in c a r ry in g  th em  o u t. T h e  t r e n d s  sh o w n  a re  in  th e  m ain  
also the same th o u g h  so m e w h a t m o re  c le a r ly  d e fin ed  so t h a t  in te rp re ta tio n s  
may be made w ith  m o re  c e r ta in ty .

T h e  decrease in th e  b ie n n ia l n u m b e r  o f c o m m itm e n ts  to  g u a rd ia n sh ip  
a s  feebleminded o r e p ile p tic  h a s  c o n tin u e d . C o m p a r in g  th e  b ie n n iu m s  of 
t h e  past decade w ith  th e  p re se n t one  w e  h a v e :

1932-34 ___________________________________________________________________  1000
1934-36 ____________________________________________________________________ 1158
1536-38 ___________________________________________________________________  1212
1938-40 ______________ :_____________________________________________________  1182
1940-43 ___________________________________________________________________  900
1942-44 ___________________________________________________________________  696

T his past b ien n iu m  sh o w ed  a y e a rly  decrease  also as d id  t h a t  fo r  the  
t w o  previous periods. T h e  t r e n d  seem s d e fin ite ly  d o w n w a rd  as th e re  w e re  

3 83  committed in 1942-43  a n d  3 13  in 1 943-44 . I t  seem s n o w  i t  is m ore  
t h a n  probable th a t  im p ro v ed  econom ic  s ta tu s  fo r  m an y  p ersons o f lo w  m en- 

-tality has had a decided  b e a r in g  on  th e  n u m b e r  o f p e rso n s fo r  w h o m  peti- 
t i o n s  were filed. T h is  w as su g g ested  in  th e  p rev io u s re p o rt ,  to g e th e r  w ith  

t h e  fact th a t th ere  m ay  h av e  been  b e tte r  case w o rk  d o n e  th e re b y  lessen ing  

t h e  n e e d  for g u a rd ian sh ip  o f som e p e rso n s o f lo w  m e n ta li ty  b u t  n o t  in  need 
o f  institutional care. T h is  w o u ld  seem  to  b e a r  o u t th e  p o ss ib ility  t h a t  b e tte r  
economic conditions a n d  im p ro v ed  case w o rk  in  th e  c o u n tie s  m ay  h av e  been 

factors in the decrease.

T he  last re p o rt sh o w ed  n e a r ly  tw o - th ird s  o f a ll  c o m m itm e n ts  w e re  
low grade feeb lem in d ed  persons. T h is  is a g a in  t ru e , th e  f ig u re  of ap- 

proximately 6 1 %  b eing  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  fo r  th e  la s t  b ien n iu m .
O ne type of c o m m itm e n t t h a t  has been  in c re a s in g  is th a t  o f  th e  in- 
fant under tw o  years of age— n o t o n ly  th e  ones p h y sica lly  v e ry  a b n o rm a l, 

but  also the M o n g o lian . T h e s e  c o m m itm e n ts  a re  m ad e  o n  th e  reco m m e n d a - 
tion of the physician w ith  th e  f u r th e r  re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t  if  possible  th e  

baby never be in th e  hom e. T h e r e  w e re  67  su ch  c o m m itm e n ts  in  th e  p ast b i­
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en n iu m , a n d  i f  th e  t r e n d  c o n tin u e s  i t  m a y  h a v e  a d e fin i te  b earing  on fu- 
tu re  s ta tis t ic s  a n d  co n se q u en t p lans.

O th e r  s ta tis t ic s  o f  in te re s t  a re  those  sh o w in g  th e  d iv is io n  b e tw een  sexes; 

a n d  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  b e tw e e n  co u n tie s  w i th  la rg e  c ities a n d  those  entirely 
ru ra l .  T h e r e  w e re  3 6 3  m ales a n d  3 3 3  fem ales, w i th  th e  p e rcen tag es  o f high 
a n d  lo w  g ra d e  r u n n in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  sam e  in  b o th  sexes. T h e re  were 
2 8 6  c o m m itm e n ts  f ro m  H e n n e p in ,  R a m sey  a n d  S a in t L o u is  C o u n ties  a n d 

4 1 0  fro m  th e  o th e r  84  co u n tie s . O n  th e  basis o f th e  19 4 0  census figures, the 
th re e  la rg e  c o u n tie s  c o n ta in  a b o u t 3 9 %  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  a n d  th e  commit- 
m en ts  c o n s t itu te  a b o u t  4 1 %  o f th e  to ta l .  C o u n ty  f ig u re s  w e re  k ep t for the 

b ien n iu m  1 9 3 6 -3 8 . A t  t h a t  tim e  th e re  w as an  a lm o s t e x ac t ra tio  between 
census an d  c o m m itm e n t:  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 9 %  of th e  p o p u la tio n  lived  in the 
th re e  co u n tie s  a n d  3 9 %  of th e  c o m m itm e n ts  w e re  m ad e  in  th em . T h e  only 
sign ifican ce  to  be  a tta c h e d  to  th ese  f ig u res  w o u ld  seem  to  be th a t  th e  factors 
a ffec tin g  th e  n u m b e r  o f c o m m itm e n ts  fu n c tio n  th e  sam e  o v er th e  sta te  as a 
w h o le , a n d  th a t  th e re fo re  th e  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  feeb lem in d ed  is really a 
s ta te  p ro g ra m  fu n c tio n in g  w ith  e q u a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  in  th e  counties with 
la rg e  sta ffs a n d  those  w i th  sm a lle r  staffs.

T h e  p re ssu re  fo r  space a t  F a r ib a u l t  w as so g r e a t  d u r in g  th e  biennium 
of 1 9 4 0 -4 2  t h a t  ev ery  po ss ib le  a d d it io n a l  bed  w as a d d ed , a n d  every arrange- 
m e n t possib le  m ad e  w ith  co u n tie s  fo r  e x ch a n g in g  p e rso n s n eed ing  a mini- 
m u m  of p h y sical c are  fo r  th o se  m o re  d iff ic u lt  to  c a re  fo r . T h e  consequence 
w as th a t  th e  fig u res fo r  those  e n te r in g  an d  le a v in g  d u r in g  th a t  period were 
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  p re se n t b ien n iu m .

E ntering Faribault. Placed Out from Faribault
1 94 0- 42 __________________________________ 478 1940-42 ______________________ _ _________ 8
1942-44 __________________________________ 420 1942-44 _________________________________

In  c o m p a r in g  th e  f ig u res  th e  d iffe ren ce  b e tw e e n  th o se  leav ing  and the 

g re a te r  n u m b e r  e n te r in g  is a cc o u n te d  fo r  by  d e a th , t r a n s fe r  to  o th er institu- 
tio n s  a n d  c ro w d in g  in  e x tr a  beds. T h e  fig u res fo r  th e  second year of 
194 2 -4 4  b ie n n iu m  a re  less th a n  fo r  th e  f irs t, b o th  fo r  those en tering and 
those  leav in g . I n  th e  p rev io u s  b ie n n iu m  th e re  w e re  m a n y  m o re  entering in 
its second  y ear.

Entering Placed out

194:0-41____________________________________201 158
1941-42__________________________________277 157
1 9 4 2- 43____________________________________ 243 160
1043-44 ____________________________________177 86

T h e  fig u res  in d ic a te  t h a t  to  a  la rg e  e x te n t  a  s a tu ra t io n  poin t, so far 
as re m o v in g  c u s to d ia l  cases is ; c o n ce rn ed , w a s  re a c h e d  in  th e  l a st year. Few, 
o th e r  th a n  s ta b le  h ig h  g ra d e  a d u lts  w i th  su ff ic ie n t t r a in in g  fo r  self support 
w e re  p lac ed  d u r in g  th a t  y e a r . T h i s  l a t t e r  g ro u p  fo rm s  a sm all percentage
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of the in s titu tio n  p o p u la tio n  a n d  th e re fo re  th e  n u m b e r  re m o v e d  w a s  m uch  
lower th a n  fo r  th e  p rev io u s  se v e ra l y ears .

T h e  fig u res a t  C a m b r id g e  a re  so m e w h a t d iffe re n t.  T h e r e  is n o t  th e  
pressure fo r  e n tra n c e  a t  C a m b r id g e  as a t  F a r ib a u l t .  In d e e d , e n tra n c e  a t 
C am bridge u su a lly  is possib le  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  c o m m itm e n t o r  w i th in  a 
few weeks o r  m o n th s  i f  d e s ired . M a n y  p e rso n s  e n te r  h o p in g  fo r  im p ro v e ­
ment or fo r  e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r trin itie s . T h e r e  is no  reaso n  fo r  h o ld in g  m an y  
if they w ish  to  leav e  because  th e  in s t i tu t io n  c a n n o t  acco m p lish  w h a t  they  
had hoped fo r. O th e r s  m ay  leav e  because  th e ir  se izu re s  hav e  been c o n tro lle d  
to some e x te n t a t  least.

Entering Cambridge Placed from Cambridge
1940-42_________________________________  153 66
1942-44___________________________________ 183 246

D u rin g  th e  b ie n n ia l p e rio d  o f  1 9 4 2 -4 4  th e re  has b een  an  especial e ffo rt 
made to  take a ll p e rso n s f ro m  th e  w a i t in g  l is t  ( W . L . ) w hose  c a re  a t  the 
time could possib ly  be c o n sid e red  sa tis fa c to ry . T h e r e f o r e  th e  f ig u re  g iven  
below is re a lly  th e  n u m b e r  w h o  sh o u ld  a t  th is  t im e  be in  th e  in s t i tu t io n . 
Low grade  c h ild re n  w h o  can  be c a re d  fo r  as lo n g  as c o n d itio n s  in  th e  hom e 
do not change a re  c o u n te d  as n o n u r g e n t  c u s to d ia l  ( N U C ) .  A l l  p e rso n s of 
moron in te llig en ce , w h e th e r  sch o o l c h ild re n  o r  a d u lts  c ap a b le  o f a t  least 
partial se lf-su p p o rt, w h o  a re  n o t  in  need  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  ca re , a re  c o u n te d  
for outside su p e rv is io n  ( O .S . ) .

T h e  figures g iv en  b e lo w  a re  fo r  J u ly  1, 1942 , a n d  J u ly  1, 1944 .

W.L. N.U.C. O.S.

1942 _______________________________ 1485 193 1934
1 9 4 4 _______________________________ 1085 243 2405

Few  of those  on  th e  w a i t in g  l is t  w e re  e p ile p tic  a n d  so th e  p re ssu re  
for entrance a t F a r ib a u l t  is e v id e n t. I t  is a p p a re n t  th a t  th e  w a i t in g  lis t w as 
lessened by t r a n s fe r r in g  to  o th e r  c lass ifica tio n s— a n d  th e  p ro b a b il i ty  o f em ­

e rg en c ie s  f ro m  th ese  g ro u p s  is g re a t .  C h a n g e  in  fa m ily  s i tu a t io n s  o r  in - 
creased age and  th e re fo re  a  ch an g e  in  th e  c a re  n eed ed  causes em erg en c ies 
from the N .U .C .  g ro u p  w h ile  d e lin q u e n c y  o r  m a la d ju s tm e n t  c re a te  em er- 
gencies fo r th e  m o ro n s  o f th e  O .S . g ro u p .

T h e  w a itin g  l is t  is com p o sed  la rg e ly  o f th e  fo l lo w in g  g ro u p s :

1. T h o se  re q u ir in g  som e p h y sica l c a re  o r  d ire c tio n . ( T h i s  in c lu d es, 

ro u g h ly  sp eak in g , th e  im b eciles a n d  id io ts ) .  N e a r ly  tw o - th ir d s  of 
those co u n ted  o n  th e  W .L .  can  be so c lassified . C e r ta in  g ro u p s—  
th e  h y p e rac tiv e  p a r t ic u la r ly — a re  o n ly  s l ig h tly  ad v an c ed  fro m  tw o  
years ago in  re m o v a l f ro m  th e  W .L .  T h e r e  a re  g ir ls  c o m m itte d  in  
1934 a n d  boys in  1935  s t i l l  lis te d .  T h e  e ffe c t  on  fa m i ly  l if e  is 
d isastrous in  m a n y  cases. M a n y  of these  a re  re a l ly  em erg en c ies 
som etim es d u e  to  th e  e n tr a n c e  o f  th e  fa th e rs  in to  th e  a rm e d
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fo rces o r  co n d itio n s  re su ltin g  fro m  e x tra  w o rk  necessita ted  by the 
w a r  b u t  le a v in g  th e  p a re n ts  w i th  n o  p o ss ib ility  o f  h e lp  in  th e  home.

2 . C h ild re n  n e ed in g  th e  school t r a in in g  o ffered  a t  th e  in stitu tion . 
F o r  th is  g ro u p  th e  W .L .  o n ly  e x te n d s  back  fo u r  o r  five years. 
M o s t  o f th e  c h ild re n  com e fro m  c o m m u n itie s  w h e re  schooling is 
n o t possib le  o r th ey  have  a lre a d y  sh o w n  ten d en c ie s  m ak in g  removal 
fro m  th e  c o m m u n ity  ad v isab le . T h e  p e rio d  o f w a itin g  fo r school­
in g  g ives tim e  fo r  a n ti-so c ia l h a b its  to  d ev e lo p  o r  increase.

3. M a le s  w i th  b ad  sex h a b its— b u t n o t y e t  so serious as to  w a rran t 
p lac em e n t ah ea d  of o th e rs .

4. O ld e r  g ir ls  an d  boys—o r m en  an d  w o m en — w h o  are  delinquent: 
o r  sh o w in g  e m o tio n a l in s ta b ility  b u t  a g a in  n o t  y e t  serious enough 
to  w a r r a n t  e a r l ie r  p lac em e n t. T h is  g ro u p  is lik e ly  to  increase 

w h e n ev e r e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n itie s  a re  lessened . 

5. Som e m id d le  g ra d e  o ld e r  p e rso n s w h o  are  n o t  serious problems; 
b u t  a re  u n k in d ly  t r e a te d  a n d  fo r  w h o m  th e re  is no  p lace outside 
w h e re  th ey  w il l  be m o re  th a n  to le ra te d — a n d  so m etim es no t even 
th a t.

T h e  g ro u p  c o u n te d  fo r  o u ts id e  su p e rv is io n  is th e  o n e  m ad e  up  largely 
of th o se  w h o  h av e  h ad  sch o o lin g  o r t r a in in g  a t th e  in s t i tu t io n  and who 
sh o u ld  if  in  th e  r ig h t  e n v iro n m e n t becom e d esirab le  c itizen s. T h is  requires 
d ire c tio n  an d  su p e rv is io n  g iv en  by a  p e rso n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e ir  needs and 
cap ab le  o f assis tin g  in th e  a d ju s tm e n t.  T h e  h ig h  r a te  o f  em p lo y m en t of per­
sons o f m o ro n  m e n ta li ty  d u r in g  th e  p a s t b ie n n iu m  h as lessened the  need 
fo r  close su p e rv is io n  in m a n y  cases as th e re  has been  b o th  suffic ien t money 
fo r  a ll need a n d  tim e  c o n s tru c tiv e ly  occu p ied . A  spec ia l g ro u p  w ith in  this 

la rg e r  g ro u p  is th a t  com posed  o f p a re n ts  w ith  c h ild re n  in th e  hom e. T h e  
s tu d y  n o te d  in  th e  la s t  r e p o r t  w as c o n tin u e d , b u t  i t  w a s  im possib le to bring 
it  to  th e  p o in t o f m a k in g  an y  specific  d e d u c tio n s  a n d  su g g estin g  method 
based on th em . I t  is h o p ed  th a t  p o in t  w ill  be re a c h e d  w ith in  th is coming 
b ien n iu m . T h e  su p e rv is io n  o f th e  m o ro n  is a  re a l c h a llen g e , b u t  th e  w elfare 
b o a rd s  need  m o re  h e lp  fro m  th e  b u re a u  in  a id in g  th e m  to  u n d e rs tan d  the 
feeb lem in d ed  if  th e y  a re  to  have  a  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f success in  long time 
sa tis fa c to ry  a d ju s tm e n ts . M a n y  o f th e  W .L .  sh o u ld  a lso  be given the same 
type  of u n d e rs ta n d in g  su p e rv is io n  if  th ey  m u s t re m a in  in  th e  comm unity. 
T h e  m a n u a l  fo r  w e lfa re  b o a rd s  w as r e w r i t t e n  d u r in g  th e  p ast tw o  years 
an d  is m o re  h e lp fu l  b u t  does n o t  lessen th e  n eed  fo r  p e rso n a l con tac ts  which 
a re  im possib le  to  an y  g re a t  e x te n t  w i th  o n ly  o n e  so c ia l w o rk e r  in  additition 
to  th e  h e ad  of th e  b u re a u .

D u r in g  th e  b ie n n ia l p e rio d  58  p e rso n s w e re  d isc h a rg e d  fro m  guard ian-
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ship. T h is  is by c o u r t  ac tio n . W i t h  possib ly  fo u r  ex cep tio n s th ese  w e re  e ith e r  

by petition of th e  D ir e c to r  o r  a g re e m e n t t h a t  th e  p e ti t io n  by  o r  fo r  th e  

w ard w ould n o t be c o n te s ted . I t  is h o p ed  d u r in g  th e  c o m in g  b ie n n iu m  th e re  

w i l l  be suffic ient tim e — b o th  th a t  o f  c le ric a l a n d  so c ia l w o rk e rs— to  p re p a re  

many m ore cases fo r  p e tit io n  to  th e  c o u r t ,  as th e re  a re  o th e rs  no  lo n g e r  in 

heed of sta te  g u a rd ia n sh ip , as w e ll  as som e re q u ir in g  f u r th e r  s tu d y  to  d e te r-

-mine if perhaps a t  th is  tim e  th ey  re a l ly  a re  n o t fe eb lem in d ed . I n  th e  case o f 

children, w h ere  th e re  m ay  be d o u b t as to  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f so m e  re m e d ia l 

defect— physical o r  e m o tio n a l— th e  g u a rd ia n sh ip  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  D iv is io n  

of; Social W e lfa re  co o p era te s  w i th  th is  b u re a u  a n d  th e  c o u n ty  respo n sib le  

for rare by g iv in g  su p e rv is io n  in  th e  T w i n  C itie s , w h e re  th e re  can  be specia l 

service to d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  c o m m itm e n t is c o r re c tly  m ad e . T h e y  have  as­

sumed responsibility  fo r  th re e  d u r in g  th e  p a s t p e rio d .

T h e  reco m m en d a tio n s o f th e  p re v io u s  re p o r t  s t i ll  h o ld . T h e  m o st im ­

portant of these a t  th is  tim e  a r e :

1. M o re  space.

2. In itia tio n  of a s tu d y  by  t r a in e d  p e rso n s to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e  
g u a rd ian sh ip  la w  sh o u ld  be d ra s t ic a l ly  c h a n g e d  n o w  th a t  i t  has 
been in fo rce  fo r  2 5  y e a rs . T h is  w o u ld  a lso  g ive  a n  in d ic a tio n  o f 
w h a t g ro u p s  m ig h t  be c o n s id e re d  d e fec tiv e  d e lin q u e n ts  a n d  th e  
am oun t a n d  ty p e  of in s t i tu t io n a l  space n eed ed .

3. A t  least tw o  a d d it io n a l  so c ia l w o rk e rs  w i th  c o rre sp o n d in g  p ro v i­
sion fo r  c le ric a l w o rk . T h e  n eed  fo r  g r e a te r  d ire c tio n  o f c o u n ty  
w orkers even  u n d e r  e x is tin g  c o n d itio n s  has been  in d ic a te d . I t  seem s 
p robable th a t  d u r in g  th is  c o m in g  p e rio d  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n itie s  
m ay .b e  lessened . T h e  fe eb lem in d ed  in  th e  p a s t h a v e  b een  a m o n g  
the first to  lose jo b s . T h i s  w il l  in c rease  th e  n eed  fo r  s k i l l fu l  c o u n ty

p lan n in g  if  th e  p re ssu re  fo r  in s t i tu t io n a l  c a re  fo r  h ig h e r  g ra d e
persons is n o t  to  be g re a t ly  in c re ased . T h e  c o u n ty  w o rk e rs  w ill 
need h e lp  in m ak in g  th ese  p lans.

T h e  coopera tion  o f p ro b a te  ju d g e s  a n d  c o u n ty  w e lfa re  b o a rd s  as w e ll 

as that of the  D iv isio n  o f S o c ia l W e l f a r e  h as b een  n ecessa ry  to  m ak e  pos­

sible as m uch success as h as  b een  a tta in e d  in  p la n n in g  fo r  th e  feeb lem in d ed . 

T h i s  la tte r has been  g iv en  by  m em b e rs  o f  th e  fie ld  s ta f f  w h o  a c t as lia iso n  

p e rs o n n e l  be tw een  th is  office a n d  th e  w e lfa re  b o a rd s , a n d  a lso  by  th o se  in  

Social Services U n i t .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  w o r k  o f th is  b u re a u  is c losely  
t ie d  to and d ep en d en t u p o n  th a t  o f th e  tw o  in s t i tu t io n s  fo r  th e  fe eb lem in d ed  

and epileptic and  th e  B u re a u  fo r  P sy ch o lo g ica l S e rv ices w i th in  th e  D iv is io n
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o f P u b l ic  In s t i tu t io n s .  I t  is h o p ed  th is  c o n tin u e d  close co o p e ra tio n  w ill con- 
tin u e  to  m ak e  possib le  m o re  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of a n d  b e t te r  p la n n in g  fo r the 
fe eb lem in d ed  a n d  ep ilep tic .

R e sp e c tfu lly  su b m itte d ,

M I L D R E D  T H O M S O N  
H e a d ,  B u re a u  fo r  F e e b le m in d e d  & Epileptic



Tuberculosis Control Unit
To the Director of the D iv is ion  o f  P ublic  In s t i t u t i o n s :

I am su b m itt in g  to  y o u  th e  b ie n n ia l r e p o r t  fo r  th e  T u b e rc u lo s is  C o n - 
trol U n it  fo r  th e  p e rio d  e n d e d  J u n e  3 0 , 1944 .

T h e  T u b e rc u lo s is  C o n tro l  U n i t  in  th e  D iv is io n  o f P u b l ic  In s t i tu t io n s  
was established on  a  fu l l  tim e  basis N o v e m b e r  17, 1 9 4 2 . I n  th e  f a ll  o f  1934 
the State B o a rd  o f C o n tro l  a u th o r iz e d  a  su rv e y  o f a ll in s t i tu t io n s  u n d e r  its 
jurisdiction to  d e te rm in e  th e  in c id e n ce  o f tu b e rc u lo s is  in fe c tio n  a n d  tu b e rc u -  

losis disease a m o n g  th e  in m a te  p o p u la tio n . R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  w e re  to  be 
submitted to  th e  B o a rd  o f C o n t r o l  fo r  i ts  f u r th e r  a c tio n  fo l lo w in g  th e  com - 
pletion of th is in v e s tig a tio n  w ith  fo llo w -u p  to  be c o n tin u e d  as co n sid ered  
practical fro m  th is  tim e  on . F o l lo w in g  th e  su rv e y  th e  c o n tro l  w o rk  in  th e
institutions w as n o t  c a r r ie d  on  c o n tin u o u s ly  u n d e r  th e  d ire c tio n  o f th e  D iv i-  

i sion itself.
W h en  ta k in g  o v e r  th e  w o rk  by  th e  D iv is io n  in  N o v e m b e r , 1942 , th e re  

were no reco rds av a ilab le  c o n c e rn in g  cases. F o r  se v e ra l y ea rs  su ch  d a ta  h a d  
accum ulated on a  p a r t  tim e  basis a n d  w a s  n o t  accessib le. W h e n  th e  w o rk  
was finally tak e n  o v e r  by  th e  D iv is io n  o f P u b l ic  In s t i tu t io n s ,  i t  becam e 

n ecessary a t once to  d e te rm in e  th e  tu b e rc u lo s is  p ro b le m  as i t  a ffec ts  th e  
state institu tions. I t  w a s  necessa ry  to  o b ta in  m o re  d e f in ite  k n o w le d g e  con- 

c e rning the  case lo ad  b e fo re  a n y  se rio u s  p la n n in g  c o u ld  be in it ia te d  to  p lan  
further re la tive  to  iso la tio n  fac ilitie s .

Since N o v e m b e r 17, 1942 , x - ra y  p la te s  o f  each  p a tie n t  h av e  b een  tak e n  
admission an d  a n n u a lly  th e r e a f te r  e x cep t in  c e r ta in  cases w h e re  ev idence  

d i s e a s e  of th e  lu n g s  has been  fo u n d  on  x -ra y . S u c h  cases a re  g ro u p e d  fo r 
m ore freq u en t e x am in a tio n s  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e y  a re  su ffe r in g  fro m  
quiescent tu b ercu lo s is  o r  w h e th e r  th e y  m ig h t  be p ro g re ss iv e  op en  cases en- 

d a ngering th e ir  associates. I n  a ll  su ch  q u e s tio n a b le  cases, x -ra y s  a re  rep ea ted  
at three m o n th  in te rv a ls  o r  o f te n e r  if  so  d ire c te d . S p u tu m  e x a m in a tio n s  
(gastric lav ag e) a re  m ad e  in  a ll  cases t h a t  sh o w  a n y  s ig n s  o f lu n g  ch an g e  
on the x -ray  p la te . S u ch  e x a m in a tio n s  m a y  be a t  one  o r  th re e  m o n th  in te r vals

Because o f th e  la c k  o f d a ta  in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th is  w o rk , i t  w a s  neces- 
- s a r y  review  th e  x -ra y  files o f m o re  th a n  1 4 ,0 0 0  in m a te s  a n d  to  re co rd  
all data fo und  on  such  p la te s  fo r  f u r th e r  re fe re n c e . T h is  b ecam e  th e  basis 
or the la te r w o rk in g  o u t  o f  p la n s  fo r  T u b e rc u lo s is  C o n t r o l  in  th e  in s t itu -  
ons. A d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  w a s  a d d e d  as l a te r  x - r a y  p la te s  w e re  read  
4 sputum  e x am in a tio n s  w e re  re p o r te d  u p o n . N e w  c a rd s  w e re  m a d e  o u t
ater adm issions sh o w ed  ev id en ce  o f  lu n g  d isease. S u c h  cases w e re  ad d ed


