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Ootober 14, 1943

Mrs. ¥. L. Nelson
Stute Teachers College
Duluth, vinneaota

Dear Mra., Nelson:

Vile received your regyusst for inform.tion regard-
ing the colony type of institution. Since your questions
rejuire scme Jualifying aznswers, we #i.l reply to them in
this letter rauther than use your sup(lszentary sheet.

Althouzh our institution 18 not atrictly &« colony
vlun 1f you are referring to colonies wnigh are orgunized
away from the imstitution proper, yet we do huve depurtaents
for 1l types of mentul defecotives and some of these are
known 48 “colonies®™ here for the suke of clussifying them
more eusily. They are ull loc.ited on the cumpus or om furm
lund belonging to the institution.

Our total population is 2,583. Besides the school
de. .rtuent and ocustodial divisions there ius & calry wuere
about 25 male, adult patients assiet in the care of the herd,
and a furm where about 21 work as furm luborars. 1In
addition to tnese divisions about 60 young men live in one
cottuge und work us teumsters, greenhouse luborers, and
furm helpers. Also 333 older boys and men ure mituated in
four cottauges ubout one-hulf mile eust of the regular campus.
These putients work in the gurdens and cure for a large
nurber of .igs.

The Gross per ocapitu cost for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1942 was 3334.8l. This amount fluctuutes very
sligzhtly froz yeur to year, but it is based upon the uverag
cost of muintaining « p racn here regurdless of clussifica-

tion.

Qur sy.tem of placements 18 not designuted as
marole® since it 1s felt that this term applies to a penal
institution. As cverhups you know, the Commitment Law permits
the committing of a feebleminded person to the guardianship
of the Tirector of the Division of Public Institutions. He
or she may be cither in the comaunity or institutionalized,
le; ending unon conditions and whether there iz space here

or not.
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Our yeurly turnov r usuelly numbers up to 300 patients

r ceived and about 300 returned tc the community. During the
ysar ending June 30, 1943, there were 373 first admissions and
40 readmissions. The looul county welfi.re boards have ;ald
staffs and they wussume the supervision ¢f any patient who is
disch.:rged from here. In ygeneral, those going out are from the
brizhter, moron group who have received training here and who
oan become wholly or purtiuily self-sup: orting. A study is

made of each oase individually here and recommendutions sent to
our atate office and the welf..re board. In turn the stuaff work-
r for the welf .re board makes an approved i;lun for the super-
vision of the patient who 18 being considered for placement.
Guardiansnhip is indefinite unlsess u committed ward 1s restcred to
capacity in Probate Court where the original commitment was made.

It is rather difficult to give any estimaute of the
paroentage of feebleminded in Minnesota who are institutionalized,
as any survey is necesaarlly based on un arbitrury Intellizence
Quotient in the borderline level. #e do not balieve that there
is adequate material avallable us yet on this subjeot. Our walt-
ing list numbers 1,053. This number renrssents committsd cuaces
who are still in the counties and whose need for institutionil oure
at this time is irperutive. Due to the N.tlonul Zuaergency it has
not been possible to segure materiuls in order to add to our
buildings here. Uoreover, from day to day there ure cuses which
constitute acute emergencies and which ure constantiy coming to
th uttention of the county welfure bo.rds ovan thouzh they huve
never been committed. As soon as ocommitment cun be arranged for
such u problem we are expeoted to accect the ocase if posusible.

%e do not have individual corlies of our Biennial Report,
but the Division of Public Institutions hus issued a Ninth
Biennial Report, covering the .eriod which ended June 3C, 1342,
and which inoludes all institutions. We presume that your coliege
library could obtain a copy of this document.

Very truly yours,

E. J. Engberg, H.D.
Suparintendent
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