
January 18th ,  1941

Mrs. Benjamin Milavetz  
V irginia, Minnesota 

M y  d e a r  M r s .  M i l a v e t z :

Y our letter to  the governor w as refereed to  the D ivision of  
Social W elfare, and to m e. W e have attem pted to determ ine the nam e of 
the  ch ild  to  w hom  you  refer, bu t find  it im possib le  to  do  so . W ill 
you no t w rite  again  and  le t us have the nam e of the ch ild . W hen th is 
information is received w e can give you som e satisfaction as to possible  
p lans for the ch ild . T here w ill p robably  be no  possib ility  o f im m ediate  
in stitu tio n a liza tio n  a t F arib au lt, a s  ch ild ren  b ro u g h t in to  P ro b a te  
Court in  t h e  e a r ly  p a r  o f  1 9 3 4 , a re  s ti ll  w a itin g  in s titu tio n a liz a tio n  
in the Departm ent w here custodial care is the m ain requirem ent. From   
th e  fa c t th a t th is  ch ild  is  b a re ly  fo u r y ea rs  o ld  an d  is  n o t ab le  to  tak e   
care  o f herse lf as the  usual four year o ld  ch ild , I believe  she  w ould  be   
l isted with the group for whom we are so very far back in institutionalization. 

However, when we actually know what can be expected of her in the  
way of progress, w e w ill be ab le to  g ive you  inform ation  that w ill in - 
dicate w hether she is being given as m uch attention as is needed for her 
own advancement. 

W ill you let us know  at an early  date w o w hom  you refer in  order 
th a t we  can  m ak e  fu rth e r in v estig a tio n . 

MT/ml Y ours very truly, 
cc S t. L ouis C o, V irg in ia  
cc S t. L ouis C o, D uluth
c c  D r. E n g b e rg  (Miss) Mildred Thomas
cc Gobernor Stassen Supe rv iso r, S ec tio n  fo r

Feebleminded & Epileptic 



Virginia, Minnesota 
January 4, 1940

His Exellency Govenor E, Stassen 

State Capitol Building 

St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Governor:

Several months ago I was in your office in regard to placing a 

child in the Faribault Institution. I was then told to contact the head of the 

child welfare department, which I did. Then I was told to place the child in a 

private Institution, and that was done.

She was four years old the first of January, and has been there for 

six months already, but there has been no improvement in her health, the fact of 

the matter is that she has made no progress in walking, which naturally requires 

individual attention and training, which in a place like the one she is in cannot 

be given her as there are other Children and they cannot give her any more time 

than they do with the help that they have. They love her dearly and are doing the 

best they can for her, but in an institution like Faribault, with doctors taking 

time for special cases and adequate nurses to take care of them, I am sure she 

would make much better progress, especially in her walking.

The parent:, are not able to take that special care at home , as her 

mother is now under the Doctor's care and will have to go under the knife, as soon 

as her condition permits, and her husband is on a salary, which barely makes both 

ends meet, with constant doctor bills since the baby was bora and her condition 

demanding a doctor’s care, medicine, etc.



Dear friend, will you be kind enough to give my plea your most 

earnest attention, so that her application for Faribault will be speedily acted 

upon.

I have been one of your many admirers ever since I first met you 

when you made your first visit in Duluth and the Range, and one of your greatest 

campaigners. Perhaps as you know I am a very busy woman, doing a great deal of 

cultural and civic work, at present I am on the Board of Directors of the Red cross,

I also represent the Council of Jewish Women for the Red Cross. I am president of 

the local Hadassah group for the upbuilding of Palestine, am a chartered member 

of the Eastern Star, and have been given am office this year, am a member of the 

Wednesday Musicals, also the Shrine Ausiliary for crippled children, I also belong 

to the Republican Club, and the Garden Club. I am one of the founders of the Range 

Symphony Orchestra and present manager for Virginia. I am vice-president of the 

all range council of the Zionist Organization for the Jewish National Fund, and am 

on the executive committee of the Minnesota Colony for Palestine of which Mr. Moses 

Barron is chairman, so you see I am a very busy woman with all of that I have taken 

care of children, not my own, but they are very dear to me, especially the child 
I am pleading for your help. Won’t you please be mindful of my plea and expedite 

her entrance to the Faribault Institution. I am sure it can be done with your help.

Please forgive me for this lengthy note, but I am writing with tears 

in my eyes, and grief in my hear for one of the most beautiful and dearest unfortunate 

human creatures in the world, and I love her dearly. Kindly advise me what you 

will do for her, and you will have my everlasting gratitude, and I know you will 

get your reward in heaven, for are we not preparing ourselves here on earth for our 

eternal home?

Thanking you most sincerely for bearing with me, and with kindest 

personal greetings to yourself and your family a most happy holiday season, I am 

your most obedient servant.

Sincerely yours,

S/ Mrs. Benjamin Milavetz


