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SYN.PSIS CF CHRISTMAS OFERETTA TOR FENSPAPER

On Tuesdey, December 16th the children of the Minresots School
and Uolony vregented their annual Christwmee overetta before ~ group
nf Custodial (nildren in the afternoon and a :zroup of Echool
Cnildren in the evening. This evening they will nresent it tc a.
rodr of working bove and cirls. Aporoximately seventy-five child-
ren are in tre Christmas vlay.

TEE MAGI'S =IFT

TIME -—-- Medieval England
PLACE --- In front of the Inn

FRIOLCGUE ACT 1 Christmas Eve
ACT 11 Christmas Day

THE STORY

The scene of the estory is laid in lMedievel En~land on Chrietmas
Zve. Tradition saye that Cespar, one cf the Three ¥iece Men, re-
turned to earth each Chrietmas Eve ~iving c¢ifts of £0ld ard a heavenly
blessinz to ell who meet him. Elspeth, the little girl who lives =t
the inn, believes whole-lieartedly in this lecend. Her 1ife ie rot a
nanoy one as ghe is living with the inn-keeper, o1& Thomes Moreley,
wnowm she calls Uncle.

At the manor house nearby, the rich veople zre entertzinine Sir
Arthur Hertford, a crusader late returned {rom Palestine wrere he
hae been for five years during which time he has learned of the
death of his father, mother and sister. Moreley, frightened v Eir
Arthur's grrival, vlane to send Elsveth to another part of England.
Sir Arthur recocnizes Moreley as = former family coachman and sub-
secuently discovers thet Elsveth 1s nhis sister, whom Moreley had re-
vported as dexd so that he mirit keep her pold.

Thus Elepeth suddenly learns, on Christmas Day, that she hee
both a brother #nd gold, and feels that she has truly received the
Vacits Gift.

Humwers end dancere entertain the street crowds while Strolling
Players enact the Nativity PFlay, an old Hystery Play of the
iddle Aces,.

Mrs. Arna Stevvan, Princioel
¢irnesota School and Colony
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