MINNESOTA
SOGIAL SECURITY BOARD

KEPOKT GF TeoTING OF a Ghoop oF kaatiiss LIBRARY

GIVEN RELIRr IN 1923,

When I was secretary ot the Uentral Office of the Unitza
Charities in St.Paul, which is the rooming house district and where the
lower grade people naturally congregate, we declded to give mental tests
to every client on our lists. We had 180 names vhich we listed alphabet-
ically. I took Dr. Rochwell's course in umental testing und after consider-
able experierre we decided we would get as many appcintments from
Dr. Kuhlmann's oftice, that liiss Singleton, one of the district workers
and cxperienced Sester, and I would find out what percentage of the people
we were helping were sub-normal mentally and how wmany mentally competent
and what the characteristics of these groups were. It was impossible to
test 1009 and I think the chief thing I have to say is that the pluce to
make such a study 1s not in a relief office, but in some institution such
as the school wherc you can geb your people when you wunt them.

T have just been telling Dr. Kunlmann that his office docs not
know how hara it is for us to kecp ovur appointments at the Research Bureau.
Ve made a very great effort to carry out our plan but our methods were
haphazard and there was no metnod or reascon in the way we went ubout it.

If T was not busy when a man made his first application to our o. fice, I
gave him a mental test; if liiss Singleton was not in a hurry when she made
a visit she gave a test in the home, When wc had appointments at the
Research Bureau we got twice as many clients lined up 8s we needed, callea
for them at their homes because the people would not be rcady when ve
called or went cut just before vwe came and we yuite often got to the
Research Burcau un entirely different group of people from those on which
we had planned. Generally provided we got in touch with our clients. We
had 1little ditficulty in getting them to the tester but if a person did not
want to take the Lest he could evade doing so very casily and no menncr of
force can be used in a relief officc.

Wihen we found we could not get the man and woman tested in the
whole 180 families Ur. fuhlmann suggested we take cvery tenth fzmily which
would make a fair sample. We looked over our list but found that bofore we
could even accemplish this too many families would have disappeared, we
could not managce even to get tests on every tenth couple who maae new
applications to our office.

I em still interested and wish that children testea in the
schools could be followed up after they leuve school. The Social Agencics
could then give what social history they have. We wo not know at present
how many of the defcctive children leaving our schools become comaunity
problems. The workers in our office were surprised that many of the families
who secmed most inadequate were not below par mentally or were at leust
above the feeble minded level. Our general impression was that the feoble
minded people were more willing to follow the workers suggestions and with
close supervision were more easily handled than those in the high levels,
Since we could not get cvery tenth family tested we felt that we dic not
have a fair sample and did not continue with this study altho the t¢.ts were
a great advantage to the workers in deciding their approach on the individual
problems, I have my figures with me, the K. beside the name means that
the person was tcsted by the Research Bureau, S. means iiss Singleton and
D. myself.

Lana Dumaresq,
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