
REPORT OF TESTING OF A GROUP OF FAMILIES 
GIVEN RELIEF IN 1929 

When I was s e c r e t a r y Of the Centra l Office of the United 
Char i t i e s i n S t . P a u l , which i s the rooming house d i s t r i c t and where the 
lower grade people n a t u r a l l y congregate, we decided to give mental bes ts 
to every c l i e n t on our l i s t s . We had 180 names which we l i s t e d a lphabe t ­
i c a l l y . I took Dr. Rockwell 's course in mental t e s t i n g and a f t e r cons ider ­
able experience we decided we would get as many appointments from 
Dr. Kuhlmann's o f f i c e , t h a t Miss S ingle ton , one of the d i s t r i c t workers 
and experienced t e s t e r , and I would f ind out what percentage of the people 
we were he lp ing wore sub-normal mentally and how many mental ly competent 
and what the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of these groups were. I t was impossible to 
t e s t 100% and I th ink the chief thing I have to say i s t ha t the p lace to 
make such a study i s not i n a r e l i e f o f f i c e , but i n some i n s t i t u t i o n such 
as the school where you can get your people when you want them. 

I have j u s t been t e l l i n g Dr. Kuhlmann tha t h i s o f f i ce does not 
know how ha rd i t i s for us to keep our appointments a t the Research Bureau. 
We made a very g r e a t e f f o r t to car ry out our plan but our methods were 
haphazard and t h e r e was no method or reason in the way we went about i t . 
I f I was no t busy when a man made h i s f i r s t app l i ca t ion to our office, I 
gave him a mental t e s t ; i f M i s s Singleton was not i n a hur ry when she made 
a v i s i t she gave a t e s t in the home. When we had appointments a t the 
Research Bureau we got twice as many c l i e n t s l i ned up as we needed, c a l l e d 
for them a t t h e i r homes because the people would not be ready when we 
ca l l ed or went out j u s t before we came and we qu i t e often got to the 
Research Bureau an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t group of people from those on which 
we had planned. Generally provided we got in touch with our c l i e n t s . We 
had l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y in g e t t i n g them to the t e s t e r but i f a person did not 
want to take the t e s t he could evade doing so very e a s i l y and no manner of 
force can be used in a r e l i e f o f f i c e . 

When we found we could not get the man and woman t e s t e d in the 
whole 180 f a m i l i e s Dr. Kuhlmann suggested we take every ten th family which 
would make a f a i r sample. We looked over our l i s t but found t h a t before we 
could even accomplish t h i s too many fami l ies would have d isappeared , we 
could not manage even to get t e s t s on every t en th couple who made new 
a p p l i c a t i o n s to our o f f i c e . 

I am s t i l l i n t e r e s t e d and wish t ha t ch i ldren t e s t e d in the 
schools could be followed up a f t e r they leave school . The Soc ia l Agencies 
could then give what soc i a l h i s t o r y they have. We do not know a t p resen t 
how many of the de fec t i ve ch i ld ren leav ing our schools become community 
problems. The workers in our o f f i ce were su rpr i sed t ha t many of the fami l ies 
who seemed most inadequate were not below par mental ly or were a t l e a s t 
above the f eeb le minded l e v e l . Our general impression was t h a t the feeble 
minded people were more w i l l i n g to follow the workers suggest ions and with 
c lose superv is ion were more e a s i l y handled than those in the high l e v e l s . 
Since we could not get every t en th family t e s t ed we f e l t t ha t we di< not 
have a f a i r sample ana did not continue with t h i s study a l t ho the t e s t s were 
a g r ea t advantage to the workers in deciding t h e i r approach on the ind iv idua l 
problems. I have my f igu re s with me, the K. beside the name means t h a t 
the person was t e s t e d by the Research Bureau, S. means fifties Single ton and 
D. myself. 

Edna Dumaresq. 



FAMILIES ACTIVE IN CENTRAL OFFICE, UNITED CHARITIES, ST. PAUL 

IN 1929 WHEN TESTS MADE 

M. W. M. W. 
1. 69S 72S 52. Out of town 
2. 56K 64D 53. 96D 853 
3. closed - 54. Old Age 
4. - 55. (d) 78K 
5. 79D 71D 56. Colored 
5. Mental 57. - 80D 
7. des. Cancer 58. -
8. 71D 60D 59. -
9. Colored 60. - 61K 

10. 99D 58K 61. Insane 79D 
11. 63K divorced 62. 73K 79D 
12. des. 62K 63. 58K 81K 
13. (d) Insane 64. - 56D 
14. - - 65. 81S 
15. - 66. 90D 
16. - 67. -
17. - 68. -
18. Colored 69. 102D 52D 
19. 112K 63K 70; 
20. - 71. 86S 90K 
21. - 72. 88K 66K 
22. - - 73. 69S 87S 
23. 69S 84D 74. Out of town 
24. 84K 67K 75. _ 88K 
23. - 76. 
24. 76K 62K 77. Insane Goiter 
25. Colored 78. - 62D 
26. - 79. 57K 72K 
27. - 80. Des. 62K 
28. 71D 67D 81. (d) 73K 
29. Old age Old age 82. 54K 49K 
30. - 83. Des. 
31. - 84. -
32. refused 85. 77D 61K 

illerate 77D 86. (d) 62K 
33. (d) 86D 87. Out of town 
34. Language 59D 88. 54D 68K 
35. 66K 57K 89. 73K 64K 
36. Insane - 90. 66K. 61 
37. des. 58K 91. 104D 
38. - - 92. -
39. 55K 49K 93. -
40. - - 94. Des. 88K 
41. - 95. 72K 
42. 77K 58 school 96. -
43. des. 65K 97. 
44. 87K divorced 98. Out of town 73D 
45. - - 99. 
46. - - 100. 
47. 83K - 101. 84D 
48. colored 102. 65S 
49. 105D 107K 103. -
50. 98D (d) 104. 
51. 66K 55K 105. 111D 75D 



2 -

M. W. M. W 
106. - - 165 74K 78D 
107. Old Age 164. - 56D 
108. Colored 165. - 80D 
109. - - 166. 62D 86D 
110. - - 167. Old Age 
111. - 84D 168. - 71S 
112. Des. 60K 169. 62K 56D 
113. (a) Old Age 170. 
1 1 4 . - - 1 7 1 . 84D 
1 1 5 . - - 172 . - 63K 
116 - - 1 7 5 . 88 I n s a n e 
117.. _ - 174 . 82D 848 
118. - - 1 7 5 . 87K 
1 1 9 . 90D - 176. 111D 
120 . - - 177. Language 
121. - - 178 . Language 
1 2 2 . - - 1 7 9 . -
1 2 3 . - - 180 . 70K 58K 
124. 
1 2 5 . - -
1 2 6 . 
1 2 7 . Co lo red M. W. 
1 2 9 . C losed 1 8 1 . 
130 . 95S - 182 . 83D 
1 5 1 . - - 183 . (d) 78K 
152 . - - 184 . 57D 62D 
1 5 5 . - - 1 8 5 . 97D 
1 3 4 . 81S Language 186 . 
1 3 5 . 62D 59D 187. 75D 84D 
1 5 6 . - - 188 . 99D 97D 
137 . - 82K 189 . 91D 931) 
1 3 8 . 69K 63K 190. - 81D 
1 3 9 . Old Age 1 9 1 . 80S 
140 . C lo sed 192 
1 4 1 . 68S. 70K 193 . - 74D 
142. 75D - 194 . 
1 4 5 . 58S Deaf 195 . - 92D 
144 . Closed 196 . 
1 4 5 . 84S - 197 . M e n t a l M e n t a l 
1 4 6 . 70D - 1 9 8 . 77D 
1 4 7 . C o l o r e d 1 9 9 . 
1 4 8 . - - 200. -
1 4 9 . 79D - 2 0 1 . -
1 5 0 . 58K 73S 202. 64K 
1 5 1 . Des . - 2 0 5 . Out of town 
1 5 2 . 58K 69K 204. 
1 5 5 . - 70K 205. 
154 . Old Age 206. 49D 56D 
1 5 5 . - - 207 . 
1 5 6 . 72D - 208. 94D 88S 
1 5 7 . Des . 99K 209. 
1 5 8 . 62S (d) 210. 73D 76D 
1 5 9 . - - 2 1 1 . 
160 . - - 212. 
1 6 1 . Des . 63K 213. Colored 
1 6 2 . 74K - 214. 



3 -

M. W. M. W. 
215, - - 244. 
210. - 245. 
217. - - 246. 
218. - - 247. - 82D 
219. - - 248. 85 ? 87 ? 
220. 83D - 249. 96D 
221. 59D - 250. -
222. - - 251. Colored 
223. 84D 81D 252. 
224. _ - 253 - -
225. 71D 74D 254. 
226. Old Age 255. 72D 88K. 
227. - - 256. 
228. - - 257. 59K 62K 
229. 00D - 258. -
230. - - 259. -
231. Closed 260. - 77D 
232. Colored 261. 
233. Colored 262. 
234. - - 265. 
235. - - 264. -
236. Dee. 81b 265. 
237. Insane 266. 
238. - 55S 267. 
239. - - 268. -
240. 79D 98D 269. 
241. Old Age 270. 
241. (d) - 271. 
242. 79D - 272. 74D 60D 

SUMMARY OF TESTS 

Average 77-4 75-3 
100 & over 7 1 
90 to 99 11 6 
80 to 89 .1.3 21 
70 to 79 24 20 
60 to 69 15 25 
50 to 59 12 14 
40 to 49 1 2 
Total 88 89 


