ey 03\ A CONTTNUATIVE CENSUS AND KEGISTRATION OF THY FEEBLE-MINDED

Under our present lews end procedures only eppdl) pdriPm of the existing
feeble-minded are ever recognized and crmmﬁﬁPW’r@(f&%Eﬁ E?f&gat &re
committed heve slresly given risc 1o & veriety ofl'tlpmoaésﬁ";gus sociel pro-
tlems, These problems, directly trccesble to the feeble-minded st large, cost
the steite millions of dollers esncually. But this mcney weste is of relstively
smell importence ccmpered with the emount of humen misery end other intoler-
eble sociel conditicns thet go with it,

Une of toe first things the census end registretion of the feeble-minded
could od is Lo correct the gross misconceplion people heve of the existing
number. Thei misconceptiocn 1s the result chiefly of surveys eand estimetes
mede by methods theti were entirely insdequete. We cennot &rrive at the correct
figure simply by esxing different pecple how meny feeble-minded they think exist
in their respective communities. This has been essentielly th- method used,
éiving the result that less than one percent of the generel populetion is
feeble-minded. To get e ecorreet estimete of the totel existing number requires
the sctusl mentel exeminetion of e representative section of the poepuletion.
This cennct be done on eny pert of the populetion except the children attending
the schools. In the schools such surveys have been mede meny times, including
areas ©s large &5 whole counties in & few instances, he résults b=ve uniform-
ly given & percentege of feeble-minded for e generel populetion seversl times
&8 large &8 were obtesined in the older estimetes., Ky own surveys cover the
schools in twenty-six towns of the Stete, in which group mentel tests were given
to £l11 the schoel children, followed by individuel mentel exemineticns of &ll
who might posaibly fell below &n intelligence guotient of .75, These results
é@b briefly sunmérized in the follo%wing tebles, whieci will need no further ex-
plenaticn, (Insert)

You wil! notiece the. the percentege witn en intelligence gquotient below
.75 18 5,79, giving & totel estimeéted number in the Steve of 160,730. Since
this figure is cbteined from chilaren only, end since lhe Gesth rete of the

feebla-minded ie severel times grester then for ncrmels, the totel number in
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he -geners)l populetion is probebly considerebly less, It 1s elso & disgnosis
end clessification by the I. (. elone, but 1t i{s nrt likely thet other methods
would reduce tne number. _hey would only clessify same below I, (. .70 es
normel, end some sbove ,70 &5 feeble-minded.

In rour’ round acumbers, 1 think, we mey sey thet there sre 100,000 feeble-
ﬂminded in the stete. 1 think we mey e€lso sey thetl no.leﬁielaticn hes ever been
passed in the stete, or epproprietions mede concerning the feeble-minded with

' the {iese tnut there were more then ebout 5000 or so, 1t is obvious thet such
on erronecus idetr cen never leed to £ retionel :‘nd comprenensive program for
the cere tndé ¢ atrcl of the feeble—minded. Fszic ¢nd necesssry infermelion
‘s lecking., The census end regisiretion would cnee snd for £l1l cerrecti this,

iet us consider next whet, in the ecbhoence of such & census, we ore 4CCo-
plisaing in the line of commitments, /[8 elready noted, we ere mexin: neerly
€11 our commitments too lete, 3t is efter they have csueed irouble thet we
find then. nis is efter most of the copportunities for preventetive &nd rem-
edlel messures sre gone, Aind we comuit between four and five hundreé & yser,
wiiere we should heve sad continue to commit ebout twe thousend & yeer, We com.
m1t thexr not tecause they ere feeble-minded, but becsuse they metke troudle.
gur very &erinitian of feeble-mindedness, expressed &8s it is i{n terms of con-
duct ead s.clel inedequscy, lasteed of 1n terms of mentel confitioms, grestly
enuences thet procedure. lemporery sdejuete bome conditioas, other raverablé
ifonvirconmente]l circumstences, end lax communities prevent more then fhree rﬁuft
of ithe feeble-minded {rom receiving eny speciel &ttlention, end eneble them to
grow up e€nd pess their inheritence on to tne next generetion. _

The greet mejority of cammitments are initisted by the County Child ¥elfs
~ Boards, ¢nd verious privete sceiel egencies. Ia neerly ell insténcas my deper
ment mekes ¢ mentel exemination befere or durismg the Lheering, /n epelysis of
the examinetions we meke bripgs to light scme general]l trends thet ere quite
fnstructive, 7Thile less then helf the ceses we exsamine turn ocut to be Beeble-
minded, lergely Uecsuse meny &re referred for exémigetion who &re not thousht

to be feeble-minded, the figures €re much tie same for €l] with reference to



r ‘ -
é and sex differences, The followingr figures, taken froz the last two bien-
nial rerorts, show that from 33 to 42 rercent of the cases exanined were fif-

teen Or acre years old.

Ejenniun Nuaber % over 14 vsars
Co. Child sei, :dés, 1930 - *3¢ £443 &1
irivate izencies 1330 = '08 1330 &8
Co, Child ¥el, %cs. 1932 « 34 3139 4z
irivete .cencies 193 ~ "534 1883 | 41

%hen we turn to the exsminetions of cases less tan fifteen years old, we
Tind again that the preat =a jority of then ar: derendent or nezslected, or ille-
citizate chiléren, azons those rirents feeble-nindedness rlays a very large rol
Thus even with the children ve comcld them not because thsy eare fecble~uinded,
tut because of the Llroulle their purents make., Yor both children and adults
we usually arrive on the scene msny yeers too late,

These exusinstione are equally interesting with reference to the relative
auxber for the two sexwss, snd how these relstive nusbers change with ages, The
next figures give the rercentages of females for each age perdod. rhe totel
nunber for euch age period is the nuzber for Gtoth sexes topether., . ime ther
w2 no material cifference Tor the two bienniume, or betwecn the cases refer~

red by the (ounty Chilé .elfare Zoards and the private agencies, all ure combip

ad.

Aze Ged  5-0  10=14 15-19  £0-84 2020 30-39 _ 40-49 _over 49
Humber 1748  20¢4 1708 1301 892 438 644 83 121
4 female 43 44 45 72 82 79 68 80 | 43

%“e know from numerous sources that there is ne importint sex diffsrance
#i th reference to the nusber that are flecble-minded, 1lei these figures show
that durins the child-bearing perlod females come up for mentsl examinstions
at ‘a ratic of three to one., 'hese are unfoubledly two reascns for this., Ume
ie that unmarried motners are easily found, whilé ummarriec fathers ars not.

Could we finé the latier we might éiscover that they sre about eguslly numerous

ent eguilly feeble-minded. The other reason is the deeply rooted mﬂeum‘



' :h: feetls-nuinded femsle is more ﬁamnsible fer feeble-minded children

han la the fecile-ninded aule, wné that thersfore preventsati ve nsasures are
more imrortent €0r the female, of course, ihie cionnot be 80 0 any great eXxe
tent for hereditary cases, if the =endelian law is applicalble to the feelle~
minded. “t coculd be =g only to the extent t.at neredi tarily feetle-minded
fenales soted with mentuliy norawal but hereditarily tealated mles uore fre-
quently than hercditarily feeble-ninded meles zated witn moatull) norual but
hereditarily tainted females. “t is «l.0o commouly held tnal s lerger rere
centare of feetle-uinded females rarry than f{.eble-minded amles, largely be-
eause norasl miler in seneral sill readily 2arry feebtleeminded girls, while
nomal #irls use Letter Judemsnt In matinry, ¢ have no statiastical evidence
Ehat this 18 s¢ Lo sr; larze extemt., “t is at least not markedly true in
our cata ~ivinv tueé z.ntsl sexsz.nasion results of both perents. lowever,
this dats may be selective 80 &8 to cover up the true status,

samt i wish to meke cleer im the discusslion of these sex differences 1o
the cases referrec for exswmination is that there 1s no acdegquate reason for
meking this discrimination other tham that with our presamst jrocelure the
susyectec sales cannot be found as essily. The fact that t':li's ¢iscriminat fon
is made is proof that cur procedures ere at fault end need crastie revialam.

he questicn has been asked as to what good sueh a census anc regleira-
tion woulc Go, assuming that you had it. 4art of the snevwer is that there is
not very much you can d¢o without it.. :est experlience and comcon senss mk?
that very evicent., on the other hand, nc one claims Lhat the census will at
cnce aceom;lisn everyihing that should be done., 4t will not provice the right
kiné of spe#édd trainins for ell anc atlhe right time. [(hat reguires a lot
¢f seuipment we haven't got as yet, as well a8 more inforcaticn on what is the
rimht xind of trasinisg., 4t will 80t institutionalize sll whox «t preseant ;la
do not <now ow to handle in any better way. /[hat would re uire zuch larger
institutions than :he puolic miad &t present would tolerate. 1% will not bris
about at once a hundred percent prevention for the next Leaeruilen, [hat re-

quires the enlargeaént and pesrfection of a complicutad reguletcry wachiaery Rhs

mt be Luilt in s éay and =zain woule not be tolerated toduy by the. wuu
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' e eould rroduce L. ‘@ misAt enuserate » grest zany other thieze thet

he cn‘r,szn e0.l¢ uot :t vnce sad in itself do.

ROBE e usea lual %2 coulc eASOAsDly eXxyect 708 130 census | mould
;acte firet L-at of 3. ecucstios of L ;ablie. it seesxzs that we are con-
stukily forgetiing tnat im the loms Fuu ®s gunnot prosress far beyosd what
the aversce citizen understands aand acceits. t1aal aversgs oitiszen <oes st
K35¥ A0k noo 138 own (ife ené iaterests constastly ar- to ihe fesblee-ailanged,
Leceuss L@ fis Ao (pOTUsily YO OLECENG tuem. (N6 cendus will Sell hRia who
ey are in Li6 cwad coa unddye 10 will give him s chsmce W chearve theas
fir.t nund, @ #11i le du Lheir relation to heme concitiocas, 0 neslect of
eiil€ren, to eccucikic mseds of tae some, <& will see Lhe soho 1 probklems
they give riae o, tiLe cellinq.onciea Waey orift inte, Mhelr contiaused dapent-
e3¢y ca oLzers for - ilisdag afler tiey grow up, +ad, Lesily, the inevitable
¢urly warrlages, lage fazilies .ud repelitloan of the cycle. without the temnsus
e Be B wnly Ltz «17egls Ol TesRids O fesdle-iincocuess wilhout <ncesing that
it e fecble--incgiags: LGy iTOUULES Lhsa. «hed he 8668 wiad uniterstands this
con~ee.jom, -a¢ not uwnsil t.e, will Zw Geve laic the foundatiocn for eny sabe
stantial rrosress,

But Lefore se ccule 1euch thils roimst, waloh uncoGotedly would take &
nuzber of jyears of gradual approachf . selieve soac very injortast revulta
could be achlevsl worc 0F less i osedistely wish Lhe census, ~1lthout aay aasters
isl :'Iusgt in ocur egquirment, =& could €0 such simply by smkiag a better selegc-
ticn in our comuiimenta, <ith ralatively sery littls extre effort we could
keep them under sufficient olservation to know shem %o comait them in ordsr
to prevent delinguescies. Ixie aloas would reduce the populastion of our
reformatory and pensl] institutions by sbout & $hird, and reduce She nuaber of
i1llezitimate eiiléren elmost one balf, To acceaplish all this, practicully
aothing -ore is peeded Liua to ehange tac daie of cosmitueni, it would not
aeed ¢ inc ease thr total nuander we Are allc 0y comuittiag,

-mother a2cre Or less lamediate result we aight axpeet froz the consus
is special trajning §in the scheocls for & much larger pusher than 12 A0V Toe _
ceiviny 18, 1 déo not agoept this idea thet the toltal elucaticnal cost for £
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/;/étven result to be achieved is inc;g;sec by this special training, 1 think
that cost is mueh less., «hen this is understood, and when the schools know
what children need this training, they will not demand or wait for a state
aid for it,

A third important thing we could do with the census immediately is to
commit before marriage. 4 considerable number of the commitments we make now
are of parents with from one %o & dozen children. It would cost no more to
substitute for these an equal number of commitments of cases before they marry,
and it would reduce the number of feeble-minded children and associated problems
materially for the immediate future,

5%ill another thing we could aecomplish immediately is vocational guidance
for adult fesble-minded not requiring institutisnalization. We could extend

‘this to many times the number we are now reaching gt relatively very little
‘additional cost of supervision, ‘This would be an effective metnod of reliaving
eharity now needed, and of eliminating waste teo employera.

The last question for consideration is of how the census can be maintained;
¥y plen would be to ged it through the examination of all school children of
a certain ege, perhaps eight to nine yaars,‘éach year, cswentually this would
give the census for the whole population, excepting for ehil@ren of pre-school
age and others entereing the State after the age of eight to nine, fThe examin-
ation in the schools could be limited to group mental tests followed by indi-
vidual mental examinations of all'mho did poorly on the grbnp tests. Those
presumably feeblesminded should-then be registered with the County chila walQ-:
fare Boards for continued observation. They should be committed as feeble~
minded only as and when special reasons for closer supervision arises, at
which time further examinations and evidence should be obtained are needed.
Then examiners could probably de dIl the neceasary-examining, at the cost nof
80 very much greater than ia_nqw peid for this work at a time for the most o

part too late.




LieS N7 R
e ,k .
e \‘1:“_ " =4 e
3 . -1 ") ¥ 1 g i-‘ e .'i-l‘ 3

M &u mhl tnt survey of publie schools iz tmenty-six towns. Froz this
deta only ehiléren ege elight to nine yesrs were nlutad =8 best dasis for &n
estizate. The rredicted fimsl mestal ames ond i, J.'8 tt are sixtesn were
_eamputed for au.

. (TABLE. 1 .
Fercents st different intellipence ievvele~all 3 to 9 year clds 1 rublfe leha%:

Be he ut 10 not over Alw8 11wl 10wf 10w8 Gwd Jwd E—G B=G

Euxisus 1, i, 8ot over 292 .83 .‘565 203 .80 57 .55 .50

Percent of %total 8 3¢ @ yr. olds ©.79 5,32 8.51 ) 2.08 1.21 .38 .81 ,39
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Estinated nunber of festle-sinded, childrem and ndults, in zensral population,
bnue on TEble I. .

He i, st 16 not ove‘a"' 1l-8 Aleg  30w8 1. 13wl ii-é.é BwE 86 | 80

I. . at 16 sct ower .73* 288 .85 03] .80 7 53| .30

Ho. of cases mavw 147633 31838 37186 88590 auzel 18054 | 7798
' ipLg 11 |

ﬁtmaud ausber of feoble-minded at &l fferent ags reriods.,
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%hm fizures «ae uacorrected for the [ lgder Gaath rote = ons feable=minded.
in ¥inpesota S chool fOr Jeetle-iinded this is sbout four times ss I-h as In h

the semersl ropulation.



