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T shall not attempt to go into details on a topic so wide and wvaried in
phases, but limit myself to a few remarks on the outstanding social problems re-
lated to subnormality that seem to me most pertinent in the interests of social
workers. Before discussing any of these problems in particular, a few words on
the causes that lead to social problems in the subnormal will be in place.

A. Canses of Social Problems in Subnormals. We are so accustomed to find
the subnormal delinquent in one way or another that the force of the repeated
association has at times led to a tacit assumption that all subnormals are delin-
quent, or certain of becoming so in time. Such an attitude is not justified either
by extended observations on numerous individual cases, or by our general knowl-
edge of the traits of subnormals that might lead to delinquency. Tt will be
helpful to view this relationship as due to three factors. These are the mental
traits of the subnormal, his training, and his environment, In the discussion of
these three causes we are dealing with an old question. We are familiar with
the old school that attempted to explain criminal tendencies by heredity, and

elaimed even to have found certain physical stigmata or symptoms by which such

tendencies eould be detccted. Few nowadays are followers of that school. We

have lived through the natural reaction also that usually follows extreme views.
Today we have some new light on the ancient question of the relationship of
heredity and enviranment as causes of social inadequacies in the individual; a
light that reveals the presence of both factors, but in forms that had before been
unrecognized. The mental traits of the subnermal do not in themselves neces-
sarily lead to social problems, except in the case of the lower grades, where in-
telligence is so lacking as to make the case necessarily dependent. The subnormal
is not by nature bad, vicious or anti-social in any way. But their mental traits—
lack of judgment, foresight, or control, combined with more or less normal desires
and impulses—are peculiarly favorable to dclinquent and anti-social behavior
when co-existent with unfavorable training and environment. We thus have a
hereditary basis in delinquency in the mental traits of the subnormal, for sub-
But that delinquency is only potential, and re-

normality is usually hercditary,
To be sure, in

quires the training and environmental factors to make it actual.
the case of the subnormal, it requires but a very minor influence from the latter

to bring this about,

Indirectly, hercdity affects the training with which we are here chiefly con-

This is the training that the home supplies, or fails to supply. In the
It is unusual

In our

cerned.
majority of instances the subnormal child has subnormal parents.

to find very large differences in the general intelligence of two parents.
classification one may be placed more or less frequently below the dividing line
and the other above, but in such instances neither is likely to be far removed from
the Borderline. This means that the subnormal child grows up in a home en-
tirely unfit for the moral guidance of the children. Few rules of right and wrong
are inculcated. There is little ar no positive moral training. The moral habits
with which the normal home equips the normal child and that guide him safely
through adult life are for the most part lacking. Not infrequently the home is

————— e .. n

el actuall 1 el
5 A m . e 15 t 8]
itself tua immora | IIL‘I‘ hen no assibility of the sul normal child

Recen H
re]aﬁommfsogs:rvamns l_mve added two things to our understanding of th
ditee 5 thr;t t; “’Cen_enwronment. delinquency and subnormality, The fipst ;

f e environment has various o Foo >
subnormal m: : . egrees of complexity, to whj
cormnien Sm")’ fail to adapt himself, and that it is rapidly becomnin e
o s:ate‘m c:m; daznn. years ago Binet startled his colleagues for mnmcir m?r;
i lfe.hn that an individual might be normal in one é“‘-’ironment add f' ‘;};t

1t he maved to another, as fro fd feeble-
. H m the rural to t} r
this utter i e : o the urban. Yet th
signiﬁcmfn:: :;: ;cad:l) 'cnmprch:nded ance our attention is called to Efe ”I"ltl:c o
i urb.aniza:{] rfxr sr{:cml workers, for we have been making rapid .s.trideh.'a
on of a larger and larger i ) S
cities ) ger portion of our total populati
become more numerous and larger a higher and hirrhef pulation. As our

subnormals must “*f4]] by the wayside,” percentage of our

Again, the s i
1h
e re;cu o t;lcnrm:llsz in a large measure create their 0wn environment th
Vol ol 1hem unfavorably as regards delinquency and thus sets "
+ We have ourselves found ; : ' e M
schiool population in d: : In making mental surveys of t}
in diﬁ::cflt secﬁn in (]itlffcrcnt towns that the average intelligence varjed cr mt?'
devclnpmgm T:ns]n a town, at times as much as two vears in general E Cat{.lr
; ¢ lese i ) > : years ral menta
Phre vea] s t‘;‘: 1nte|1|g;nt children are found in the less desirable sections
: ; eap, and rents are Jgw ; M
ability and earnj o 0W. On the whole, parents that
failure 1o oy img }c::lpacu-lcs, coupled perhaps with Iack’nf ambiti lacl;
Ppveciate higher standards of living, gravitate toward h il
?. Arad sue

and their lack i ; : :
children. | °F intelligence s reflected in the lack

sections,
of intelligence of theis

B. Relat i :
oy ;Zn:}nfﬁ of Subnormality 15 Delinguency in General, e d
We bave km]iv]fdogr::lr; :f”r]mtr‘ tultal number of subnormals become deI‘in(ru:':r:t
4 atively very small 2
by reliable estim i 9 part of the numbe
at r that we
ship w ° c;:ust. To get an exact statistical statement of hi k’:"l'“’
P we must know either this proportion 0f this relation.
1}

iy : p or the proportion of all del;
ormal, The relationship of delinquent tendencies to the.:irl-;?::m:
s : o

subnormality is alsp < in di
somewhat in dispute, M iti
My ‘ pute. Most authorities have been
< the hlp;h:lr] grade defectives are the more dangerous to E{CZI}JStn?;d
s are readily recognized s d 1 o) ;
Doee : 3 2 as defective and thereby g
o ragt;c rd;d against.  And more important than this i A
sks i

de};nqum: ?::h.cver_yday life of normals that would give them o

: s view, T believe, repr i )
it i » represents the facts in the main. But, if it j
- ﬂ." ; dst nar.c rhn.t there must be a turning point somewh P
s grade of intelligence, otherwise the entjrely i i
}.?: | € more delinquent than the subnormal 4
th: ¥ a few that our observations have been
]0::: tahre r;lany more high prade subnormals

y therefore, t i

o de“nq"c,"t?a; \:ehajre likely to find more high grade delinquents t} ]
e st h., ut this does not necessarily mean that a | . ‘331 p

g high grade subnormals become delinquent. e prepertion of

normal in intelligence
I.n. opposition to this view, it is
misinterpreted. It is known that
than there are Jow grade. Tt fol-

We have some approach to a kp
;re subnormal, A number of stud;
cen mentally examined furnish reli

::v]cfdge of the proportion of delinquents that
ﬂk.lro groups of delinquents where all have
¢ data, Before the days of mental tests it

X[~ STP-FNK




g A ——

v )

72 MINNRSOTA STATE CONFERENCE

ercentage of reformatory inmates
Here, as clsewhere, this objective
grades of intelligence has

was rather an extreme estimate to place the p
that are fecble-minded as high as ten per cent.
and many times more accurate method of determining
revealed a situation that requires a complete readjustment of our mode of think-
ing and methods of dealing with the delinquent group as a whole. Tt will
onstrations of what, as shown by mental test examinations,

require repeated dem
e public will really be ready to accept

the facts really are before a conservativ
them. In this connection it is unfortunate that the first few limited studies that

were made in which a number of reformatory cases were mentally tested were
misinterpreted, and a much too large percentage of delinquents reported as

fecble-minded. These earlier studies were made with the original Binet-Simon
scale of tests, which was not sufficiently extended at the upper end to give correct
hose intelligence bordered on that of feehle-mindedness but were
The original tests, though quite reliable
ce, made the majority of these borderline
reports that fifty

results for cases w
not quite low enough to be so classed.

for determining lower levels of intelligen
cases appear as definitely feehle-minded. Consequently, we got

and even higher percentages of representative grou
1 shall not detain you with the

to seventy-five, ps of delin-
quents had been found to be feeble-minded.
presentation of these earlier results.

It will be sufficient to call your attention t
serious criticism can be made as regards the accuracy and reliability of the find-

One of these imvolves the careful individual mental examination of all
The other is a

In both cases,
1 were

o two studies against which no

ings.
the inmates of the California reformatory for boys at Whittier.

like study for the reformatory for boys at Red Wing, Minnesota.
the tests used remedied the defects of the original Binet-Simon scale, anc

adequate for the task set. The findings are summarized in the following table.

Feeble- Dull
Minded Borderline Normal Average Superior
450 Delinquents, California.-. 30 27.2 20.6 19.2 3
905 Normals, Terman oo 2 8 10 60 20
24 24.5 23 1

600 Delinquents, Minnesota__.  27.5

The middle line of figures gives the distribution of the percentages of school
children that belong to the several grades of intelligence indicated. These were

905 unselected children from the schools of California and a few neighboring
You will notice that two percent of them were found fecble-minded, a
figure practically identical with the one we have found as the general average

states.

of several towns in which we have examined all the school children. Compare

this with the figures in the first and third lines. In the first line are given the |
results of the examinations at the California reformatory. In the third are given

those for the Red Wing reformatory. You will notice how very closely the figures
for the California and Minnesota reformatories agree.

taken as entirely representative of the average reformatory for boys. 1If so, |

every social worker would do well to keep before her a mental picture of this

really astounding table. It means that pearly a third of the reformatory delins &
a smaller portion of them have an -

1t means that lack of intelligence is the =

quents are definitely feeble-minded, and that
average normal intelligence or better,
basic fact about delinquency.

1 believe they can be
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