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THE MENTAL DEFICIENCY PHASE OF 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS • 

May E. Bryne, Director, Classes for Sub-Normals, Minneapolis 

Mr. Mayo has very ably and g raph ica l ly shown the different types of Social 
Problems found in "Peaceful Val ley." 

I have been asked to speak for a few minutes on the Men ta l Deficiency 
Phase of Social Problems. 

According to T redgo ld , the best known au thor i ty on this subject, mental 
deficiency is of two types—ament ia and dement ia . T h e cases of ament ia are 
quite universally known as "feeble-minded," w h i l e the cases of dement ia are 

: . known as the " insane." I t is of the aments or the feeble-minded tha t I shall 
confine my remarks, as my experience has been almost entirely wi th that type of 
' m e n t a l case. 

Every person present here today is in all probabil i ty f ami l i a r w i th the mean-

",'irig of the term feeble-minded, as defined in the s tatutes of the State of M i n n e -

sota, which reads as follows: 

"The term 'feeble-minded persons' means any person, m i n o r or adult , other 
than an insane person who is so mental ly defective as to be incapable of m a n -
aging himself and his affairs and to require supervision, control and care for 
his own or the public wel fa re . " 

In terms of this definition it will be universa l ly admi t ted tha t every feeble-
minded person is a social problem. E v e r y feeble-minded person, however , is not 

actually a social problem, but potent ial ly every feeble-minded person is a social 
problem. T h e feeble-minded are classified in three g roups—the idiot, imbecile 

' a n d moron. Many , classified as idiots, are too low g r a d e to be a serious menace 
to society. It is the h igh g r a d e imbecile and the moron t h a t causes the most 

trouble. Some of these may neve r become social problems because of the care 

and supervision given by pa ren t s and other relat ives or by the supervision 

• authorized by the state. 

The State Supervision, as most of you know, is b e i n g car r ied on by the 

Children's Bureau and its agents. T h e organizat ion of the County Child W e l -

fare Boards has been, I believe, a b ig step in the r igh t direction. T h e Hennepin 

County Child Wel fa r e Board has been funct ioning for about three and one-half 

years. Dur ing tha t t ime approx imate ly four h u n d r e d and seventy-five (475) 

feeble-minded cases have received at tent ion. About t w o h u n d r e d and twenty-

five (225) of this number have been pronounced feeble-minded by the examin ing 

board, which means that everyone has been a social problem of the graves t type. 

• Not all of the cases committed are placed in the state insti tution for the feeble-

minded. Some are allowed to remain in the home under careful supervis ion. 

Besides the supervision carr ied on by the Child W e l f a r e Boards , the state 

carries on another form of supervision, through the State D e p a r t m e n t of E d u -

cation. T h e Board of Educat ion of Minneapol i s has m a d e provision for mental 

examinations of public school cases for the past ten years . A b o u t three thou­

sand (3,000) cases h a v e been so tested. W i t h very few exceptions all these 

cases were diagnosed as feeble-minded. T h e menta l examina t ion of one thou­

s a n d (1,000) cases has been made d u r i n g the past t w o years . D u r i n g t h a t same 

time all cases h a v e been registered w i th Confidential E x c h a n g e ; five hundred 




