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Background )

o

ﬁn 1998, Minnesota received federal approval to amend its home and community-based waiver program for persons

/- with mental retardation or related conditions (“MR/RC waiver”) to include a new service called “Consumer-Directed
Community Support Services,” or CDCS. This new waiver category was broadly described as including “supports
and services which provide support, care and assistance to a person, prevent the person’s institutionajization, and
allow the person to live an inclusive community life.” The purpose of adding CDCS to the waiver was to increase the
waiver’s ability to meet individual service and support needs while giving the consumer greater control over what
services and supports would be used and by whom they would be provided. However, the actual service description

for CDCS contained little detail on-what sérvices and supports could or coﬁ:(}dﬂal‘ij:é"‘iﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁéd'f"ﬁalsvfai{eé-to .
—etearly delineate the extent to which the county could limit the consumer’s authority over service planning and
choice.
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At 2001, legislation passed requiring DHS to add a CDCS option to the Community Alternatives for Disabled
Q Individuals (CADI), Community Alternative Care (CAC), and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) waiver programs. The
intent of this legislation was to extend flexibility and control to all persons in Minnesota who use waiver services to

} avoid placement in institutional facilities.!

[ The Legistature also passed alaw in 2000 requiring DHS to (1 seek federal approval to extend the CDCS option in the MR/RC waiver stalewide, and (2) ensure that such services Would bein place by January 2001, For a variety of reasons
going back (o thestate emplogees’ strike, DHS did not meel these deadlines.
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