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The 'UpSidé;Down Sound

LAST week’s observation that the musical score printed on a

~ University of Nebraska at Omaha College of Fine Arts brochure-

was up-side-down produced a tongue-in-cheek phone call from Jim
Saker, who is the university's new band director and a man who
will be much involved in the upcoming summer workshops.

He tried to blame the whole thing on the printer, but l aiready
know from my brief sojourn as a newspaper-type that printers
nevur mak misteaks. But, enough of that. :

To the intriguing part: Jim’s answer to an inquiry about what
p{:at up-side-down scare would sound like if someone tried to play
It. .

About that particular passage he couldn’t guess, but playing
scores up-side-down and even backwards is apparently common-
place in some 20th century music. The former is cailed ‘‘inver-
sion; " thelatter, “retrograde.”’ '

Jim explained to rpe (understand, my musical knowledge
dates only from “Mairzy Doats’’) that Arthur Schonberg, one of
the best known of contemporary musicians, was given to ‘‘serial”’
compositional devices. One is: a score whose latter parts are
simply the earlier parts written up-side-down. ..

Saker went on to tell me of a work by American composer
Charles Ives in which the second part is nothing more than thefirst
half played backwards. .

And then there’s “Ludus Tonalis”’ (that may sound just like
you'd think it would) by Paul Hindemith. . :

Its postlude, according to:Jim, is the prelude played back-
wards . . . which goes a long way toward explaining why there will
always be a market for tunes like ‘“You're the Hangnail of My Life
and [ Can’t Bite You Off,"

A Super Show

THE very vision of “Morning Mouth,” Dave Wingert, belly-
dancing on the stage of the.Orpheum could be enough to keep a
body away from tonight's “CELEBRATING US: A Super Show,”
but don’t let it. - :

There’}l be another 199 actors, singers, dancers and what ail,
each working to raise a few bob to send an Omaha Community
Playhouse cast to Bulgaria this summer to perform ‘‘The Robber
Bridegroom." ‘ .

ﬁnally.‘. . |

- SOME satisfying news to pass along — about a mentally-re-
tarded adult who refuses to roll over and die because his speech is
halting and his thought processes a little more deliberate than
yours or mine. - ‘ ' : i

His name is Ray Loomis, the 1979 winner of the Jefferson

" Award, presented by KETV and the American Insitute for Public

Service. -

He’s already received his bronze medallion — about a month
ago — but now he's been notified that he is one of 16 finalists for
five national honors. If he’s one of those eventual winners, he'll go
off to Washington and on June 26, in the Supreme Court of the

. children to grandparents, have

been evaluated at Creighton
University for seven years ta
help university researchers
find ways to predict who may
getasthma.

The peaple, relatives from a
‘number of families in which

asthma has:occurred, will be.

seeing Dr. Robert’ Townley,
chief of the allergy section in
C.U.’s Medical School, and his

Your Health

staff for years longer, because
finding answers takes time.

To date, four markers have -

surfaced that may point to early
identification of potential
asthma patients, said Townley,
who also heads the allergic-dis-
ease center at C.U. [t isone of 15
inthe United States.

It has been’ generally ac--

cepted for some time that
asthma tends to occur more fre-
quently in some families than in
others. \
" 9 Million Sufferers

Not every -member of an
“asthma family” will develop
this obstructive airway disease,

. which can. .occur in mild and
severe forms. It is estimated
that about 9 million Amerlcans
suffer from asthma.

For preventive reasons, it
could be heipful to predict
which persons are at risk,
Townley said.

“Since 1962, we have tested 1,-
500 asthmatics. All of them have

- shown bronchial sensitivity to
acetylcholine,”” he_said. Ace-
tylcholine is a substance that
plays an important role in the

chemical transmission of nerve
impulses.

that some members of asthma
families who show no signs of
the disease also have sensitive
airways, although to lesser de-
grees than asthma patients.

During the study of the sensi-
4 tive but not . symptomatic
people, some developed
asthma, More may in the years

United States, he will be rewarded with a gold and silver medal ahead, Towniey said.
and $1,000in prize money: . . Question
. Bettie Shapiro, who helped to screen the 180 local nominations,{ ~ One question to be answered
says-Ray s so far above the field there could be, plainly, only] is why one person with bronchi-

one winner in. the Midlands this year. He is, Bettie says, intelli-
gent, perceptive; with anuncanny range of leadership abilities.

Consider this: He spent 15 years in the Beatrice State Devel-
opmental Center and on his reiease organized (perhaps as much
for his own benefit as for others’) Project I, a kind of support
group for the mentally retarded and otherwise handicapped.
~ From this handful of frightened people, not sure of their abil-
ity to degl with the world around them, has come a statewide or-
ganization with hundreds of members — Peoplie First of Nebraskal
- drawing the consideration of national groups and learned indi-
viduals who share their concerns.

At its helm: a middle-aged man who scrubs the dried food
from a mountain of dishes every day in the steamy recesses of
west Omaha. restaurant, who goes home-in wet shoes eactrnight t
% sl;l)ecmi woman named Nancy and their small yellow-haired son,|

illy. . . .

If you can spare the extrammontents. it takes to listen as he
struggles with his words, this man — this man who, no matter the
outcomeon June 26, already has his reward — will say to you:

i *“If you think you are handicapped, you might as well stay in-
rs.

“If you think you are a person, come out and tell the worid.”

al sensitivity becomes an asth-
matic and ancther does not.
Bronchial sensitivity also is
being investigated at other in-
stitutions and may be one of the
most promising and predictive
markers, Townley caid.
Sensitivity testing is done by
having a person inhale metha-
choline, a chemicai relative of
acetyicholine.

Two other potential markers
coming out of the C.U. studies
are linked to blood levels of two
different substances. One is an
elevated level of IGE, a type of

The researchers are finding’

actionof theenzymetrypsim.  Knowi
TheC.U. researchers mostre- for asth
cently reported that asthmatic plans. It
people have a shortage of a type to avoid
of cell receptors. The receptors, highexy
receiving stations on the sur- calsoro
faces of certain cells, are partof tentially
the mechanism by which the disease.
body uses its own supply of
adrenalin, which can help keep
airwaysopen. )
Couid Be Helpful
Townley said trying to test all
families with an asthma history |
- is not warranted or practical
based on what is knownnow. - NO!
If a person from an asthma CO!
family has begun to show one or ‘
two signs which suggest possi- MA
‘ble asthma, however, testing RE}
could be helpful, he said. )
One reason to find people at )
risk is to help them avoid things Gl
which might trigger the onset of C
thedisease. - Mai
“For the person at risk, for
example, it certainly would be
important to not  start (0
smoke,”” Townley said. R ‘
Some, but not all, asthma is
related to allergy. In certain 39:
cases, the advice to persons at ¢
risk might be to avoid SUD- |emesss
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