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~AR romrrY NEWS, w.-tar, J~ 19, Im-IS\ )
j ,~a~el Them HPeople" first " ....~

Everyone wants to be known spread and the group now has .
as a person, recognized as a 30 or 40 regulars; and a current :. ~.
human being. But entire seg-' membership of m.ore than 200.'· ;
ments of our population are Project n meets for social>, ~
not known as people first, they ~ns and -recreation, like - .-.:
are known by the labels that . dancing. bowUng and camping, : . ;...
others have put on them'"-men- ; but they have a more serious
tally retarded, epileptic, spas-··': purpose as weU~ help handi-
tic. and other similar terms; A - capped people help themselves. .
human -being is a person, not a. t While self-advoe&eY was pos­
disability. and an organizat!on \ sible in the civil rights an€i.
of people known as' Project II ..> women's liberation movements, . >

are working very hard t«HJlake it was assumed that persons
sure that persons with a handi- with mental retardation
cap are known as "people first." •• - weren't capable of effectively

Project II recently v:sited co~municat.ing thei~ needs. '
R . IV Se' BI fi Id ProJect II IS changtng that
~on .rvlces- oom Ie belief.' -The group discusses

talking to _chents abou~ s~lf- living problems like rmding
advocac') and encouragtng . b ., d' . t .. -th'
th t d "P 1 F' .. JO s an mam ammg elr

em toa ten a eop e Irst a artments but also addresses
conference scheduled for Au· . p '.

t 26-"'" -t th _K 11 Ce t Issues such' as rights, bow and
gus ,.. a - e e og _ n er . - h to - ak t I'. Li I . '. w en spe ou, so vmg
m _ nco n. _. problems and working as a

Ray Loomis" chai~an' 01 - team. . .
Project II, got the idea t()'Start . Anyone wishing further in·
a rap group in Omaha two and Ii formation about Project IJ
half years ago. He had organ· should write, Ray Loomis,
ized by-monthly get-togethers Project IT Chairman. c/o Great-

.wr persons with handicaps in er Omaha Association for'
Lincoln. where he first lived Retarded Citizens, 3212 Dodge
after his release 'from Beat.' Street, Omaha, Nebraska
rice. By the time he left to move 68131, or call David Sudbeck.
to Omaha, the group had grown Area Director. Region IV Serv-
to about 125. The first rap ices-Bloomfield, .607 South-
session in Omaha drew only Broadway. Bloomfield, Nebras- '
three persons, but the word ka 68718 (402-373-4358). _ _ ."-
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