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  At about the same time as the organization of the 

Territorial Supreme Court, many other events were taking 

place which were to have a great significance upon the 

future state. 

  From the time the organic creating the territory 

was approved by President Polk on March 3, 1849, until the 

news reached St. Paul via steamboat on april 6, the people 

of the territory were unaware that the act had been 

approved. 

  In the meantime, President Taylor had already 

appointed Aaron Goodrich chief justice, and Bradley B. 

Meeker and David Cooper, associate justices of the supreme 

court for the new territory.  Political consideration 

played a large part in the selection of officials for the 

new territorial offices – all of which were appointive – 

and President Taylor was quick to avail himself of the 

opportunity to reward those who had helped elect him.  All 

those named by him to fill the territorial offices in 

Minnesota were Whigs, and all but one were wholly 

unfamiliar with Minnesota conditions. 

  In those days the judiciary was both political 

and partisan, with no thought or question that it should be 

otherwise.  In view of this, it is not surprising that the 

early bench of Minnesota was not filled with top-flight 

jurists; rather, it is more surprising, when one considers 

the type that was appointed to 


















