














Section XVI 

1859, and died at his home in St. Paul seventy-seven years 

later on September 3, 1935. 

  When four years old, Thomas moved with his 

parents to Minneapolis, and two years later to St. Paul, 

where he remained a resident until his death, a period of 

seventy-one years. 

  In 1877 he entered the office of Young & Newell, 

acting as a clerk.  In 1880 he was admitted to the bar and 

became clerk of the municipal court, a position he held for 

a year.  In 1885 he was appointed assistant city attorney.  

Then followed a partnership with his brother, John D. 

O’Brien, which continued until 1888 when he joined with his 

brother C.D. O’Brien.  In 1891 he was elected Ramsey county 

attorney, served one year and declined re-election. 

  In 1905 Governor Johnson appointed him insurance 

commissioner for the state, a position he held until 1907 

when he resigned to organize the law firm of O’Brien & 

Stone.  Then on September 1, 1909, he was appointed by 

Governor Johnson a justice of the supreme court.  The term 

expired January 1, 1911, at which date he returned to 

private practice, organizing the firm O’Brien, Young & 

Stone, and later O’Brien, Horn & Stringer. 

  Judge O’Brien was one of the founders of the St. 

Paul College of Law.  On organization of the St. Thomas 

college of Law he became its dean, and remained until its 

dissolution.  [-6-] 

  While insurance commissioner he was appointed by 

President Theodore Roosevelt chairman of the committee on 

insurance 
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