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  An interesting opinion handed down by the supreme 

court in 1888, in which the action was for an injury caused 

by the defendant negligently driving his buggy against 

plaintiff, contained much humor viewing it from present 

time. 

  The case (36 Minn. 485) involved a passenger on a 

horse-drawn Minneapolis street car who, finding he was on 

the wrong car, left it while it was going rapidly.  In 

leaving the car he dropped some articles and at once went 

back, walking along the track and picking up the dropped 

articles without looking behind him.  The defendant, who 

was in his buggy and driving rapidly along the street 

toward the plaintiff, drove so the buggy wheel struck 

plaintiff’s leg and broke it. 

  The court below held that to walk in the street 

in the manner plaintiff had done, without looking to see if 

any vehicle might be approaching, was so clearly negligent 

that there was no question for the jury to pass upon. 

  But the supreme court ruled otherwise!  It held: 

  “It cannot be laid down as a rule that in all 

cases, without regard to the extent to which the street is 

usually traveled, it is negligence for one on foot to cross 

it, or walk in it, without looking in each direction to see 

if a vehicle may be approaching.  To do so upon a crowded 

city street, where vehicles,
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