
The vertical axis represents the severity level of the 
current offense. Ranked from 1-11, these are found in 
the tables in section 5.A. or 5.B. Offenses listed on the 
Grid are examples of common offenses at that 
severity level.

Guidelines Consideration: Information is presented on 
offense description, similarly ranked offenses, stat. 
max. in addition to reference information.

Severity Level Ranking Principles: Adopted to 
support the goal of public safety by ranking person 
offenses higher than non-person offenses.

Unranked Offenses: The Commission can leave a new 
offense unranked; the court will rank the offense.

Staff Recommendation: The Staff may be able to 
offer direction based on its experience and expertise.

Commission Action: Based on the provided 
information, the Commission will then make a ranking 
decision.

Severity Levels: Standard 
Sentencing Grid



Vertical axis represents the severity 
level of the current offense. Felonies 
are currently ranked from A-H, and 
are also found in the tables in 
section 5.A. or 5.B. Offenses listed 
on the Grid are examples of 
common offenses at that severity 
level.

Ranking policies will be the same for 
these offenses as those appearing 
on the Standard Sentencing Grid.

Severity levels: Sex 
Offender Grid



The horizontal axis represents the 
offenders total criminal history score. 
Policies are found in sections 2.B.1 thru 
2.B.7.

Criminal history is comprised of 4 
elements:

• One custody point is assigned if the 
offender is under supervision when 
the current offense is committed.

• Points are assigned for offenses 
which received an imposed sentence 
or a Stay of Imposition prior to 
sentencing on the current offense for:

• Felony level offenses
• Misdemeanor and Gross 

Misdemeanor offenses
• Juvenile offenses
• Non-MN offenses which meet 

the criminal history policies

Criminal history 
calculation: Standard 

Sentencing Grid



Offenses sentenced from the 
Sex Offender Grid

The horizontal axis represents the 
offenders total criminal history score.
Policies are found in sections 2.B.1 thru 
2.B.7. Criminal history is comprised of 4 
elements:

• One custody point is assigned if the 
offender is under supervision when 
the current offense is committed.

• If under supervision for a prior 
offense from the Sex Offender 
Grid, a second point is 
assigned.

• Points are assigned for offenses 
which received an imposed sentence 
or a Stay of Imposition prior to 
sentencing on the current offense for:

• Felony level offenses – higher 
weight for prior sex offenses

• Misdemeanor and Gross 
Misdemeanor offenses 

• Juvenile offenses
• Non-MN offenses which meet 

the criminal history policies.



Step 1: Along the vertical axis, find the 
severity level of the current offense from the 
tables in section 5.A or 5.B.

Step 3: Where the two meets is the 
presumptive Guidelines Sentence.

Step 2: Along the horizontal axis, find the 
offender’s total criminal history score using 
the policies outlined in sections 2.B.1 thru 
2.B.7.

Finding the Presumptive 
Sentence: Standard 

Sentencing Grid

Example: 

The current offense is an Aggravated 
Robbery 1st degree – severity level 8.

The total criminal history score for the 
offender is a 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 78 month 
commit, with a range of 67-93.



Step 1: Along the vertical axis, find the 
severity level of the current offense from the 
tables in section 5.A or 5.B.

Step 3: Where the two meets is the 
presumptive Guidelines Sentence.

Step 2: Along the horizontal axis, find the 
offender’s total criminal history score using 
the policies outlined in sections 2.B.1 thru 
2.B.7.

Example: 

The current offense is a Criminal Sexual 
Conduct 3rd Degree – here, a severity level 
D.

The total criminal history score for the 
offender is a 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 70 month 
commit, with a range of 60-84.

Finding the Presumptive 
Sentence: Sex Offender Grid



MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCE –
SECTION 2.E

When an offense carries a mandatory minimum sentence of more than 1 year, the 
presumptive disposition will be a commit.
 If the mandatory minimum sentence is 1 year or less, it is presumed to be local 
time.

The presumptive duration of the imposed sentence will be either the mandatory 
minimum from statute or the Presumptive Sentence found on the applicable cell on 
the appropriate Grid, whichever is longer.



The most common firearm offenses are found at 
Severity Level 6:

Assault 2nd Degree, Minn. Stat. § 609.222 –
mandatory minimum of 36 months

Felon in Possession of a Firearm, Minn. Stat. §
624.713 – mandatory minimum of 60 months

Although a criminal history score can indicates 
sentences within the shaded area, the presumptive 
disposition is a mandatory commit  and the 
duration will be the mandatory minimum or the 
Grid time, whichever is longer.

Example: 

The current offense is an Assault 2nd Degree w/ a 
firearm – severity level 6.

The total criminal history score for the offender is a 
2.

The Presumptive Sentence is the mandatory 
minimum of 36 month commit since that exceeds the 
Grid time of 33 months.

Mandatory minimum vs. 
the Grid time.



SENTENCE MODIFIERS –
SECTION 2.G
Sentence modifiers are related to the felony in two ways:

1. They help define the offense.
 Example - The attempt statute Minn. Stat. § 609.17, subd. 1, states: 

“Crime defined. Whoever, with intent to commit a crime, does an act 
which is a substantial step toward, and more than preparation for, the 
commission of the crime is guilty of an attempt to commit that crime, and 
may be punished as provided in subdivision 4.”

2. They effect the duration of the sentence.
 Example - The attempt statute Minn. Stat. § 609.17, subd. 4, states: 

“Penalties. …to not more than one-half of the maximum imprisonment or 
fine or both provided for the crime attempted.”
 This language has created the policy which states that the Grid 

time will be reduced by half for attempted offenses.



SENTENCE MODIFIERS AND THE 
GRID
 The sentence pronounced by the court must always be the Grid 

duration after application of the modifier, or any mandatory 
minimum after the application of the modifier, or whichever is 
longer.

 The sentence will never be reduced below 1 year and 1 day. This is 
the minimum duration required to make a sentence a felony (Minn. 
Stat. § 609.02, subd. 2).

 A sentence-reducing modifier (Attempt, Conspiracy) should not 
calculate the sentence below any applicable mandatory minimum.

 A sentence-increasing modifier (Benefit of a Gang) should not 
calculate the sentence above any applicable statutory maximum.



Applying a Sentence 
Modifier: Standard 

Sentencing Grid
Example: 

The current offense is an Attempted 
Aggravated Robbery 1st degree while 
using or possessing a firearm – severity 
level 8.

The total criminal history score is 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 39 month 
commit, with a range of 36 - 46.5.

• Although the lower range would be 
reduced to 33.5 (67/2), there is a 
firearm; the sentence cannot be less 
than the mandatory minimum.

• When the calculation results in a ½ 
month (46.5), no rounding is done.



Applying a Sentence 
Modifier: Sex 
Offender Grid

Example: 

The current offense is a Criminal Sexual 
Conduct 3rd Degree – here, a severity 
level D.

There is a modifier of Crime Committed 
for the Benefit of a Gang, Victim under 
18 years of age under Minn. Stat. §
609.229. 

• Under the Guidelines policy, this will 
add 24 months to the presumptive 
sentence.

The total criminal history score is 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 94 month 
commit (70+24), with a range of 84 –
108 (60+24 and 84+24).



PERMISSIVE CONSECUTIVE 
SENTENCES – SECTION 2.F.2
Permissive Consecutive sentencing can be applied in very specific 
situations:

1. The current offenses must be found on the “Offenses Eligible for 
Permissive Consecutive Sentences” list; and

2. The dispositions must be presumptive commits.



EXAMPLE: PERMISSIVE CONSECUTIVE
The worksheets are completed following the “Hernandizing” rule, and to 
reflect the appropriate concurrent sentence.

Current
Agg Robbery 1            8

History 2.0

Commit for 68 months

Sentence #1

Current
Criminal Sexual Conduct 
3rd Degree                   D

History 3.0
Prior History    2.0
Agg Robbery 1         1.5

Commit for 70 months

Sentence #2



EXAMPLE: PERMISSIVE CONSECUTIVE

The court pronounces 
the full sentence for 
count 1.

The court pronounces the duration found at a zero 
criminal history score on the Grid at the 
appropriate severity level. Here that is a 36 month 
commit which till run consecutive to count 1.

Current
Agg Robbery 1            8

History 2.0

Commit for 68 months

Sentence #1

Current
Criminal Sexual Conduct 
3rd Degree                   D

History 3.0
Prior History    2.0
Agg Robbery 1         1.5

Commit for 70 months

Sentence #2



TYPES OF DEPARTURES – SECTION 2.D
Dispositional Departure

Aggravated
Execution of a presumptive stayed 
sentence.

Mitigated
Staying a presumptive prison 
sentence.

Departures with respect to the presumptive disposition and duration are separate decisions. A 
judge may depart from the disposition without departing from the duration, and vice-versa. 

A judge who departs from the presumptive disposition and duration has made two separate 
departure decisions, each requiring substantial and compelling written reasons.

Durational Departure
Aggravated
Imposing more time than is 
indicated on the Grid

Mitigated
Imposing less time than is indicated 
on the Grid.



Presumptive Sentence vs. 
Dispositional Departure

Example: 

The current offense is an Aggravated 
Robbery 1st degree – severity level 8.

The total criminal history score for the 
offender is a 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 78 month 
commit, with a range of 67-93.

After determining that substantial and 
compelling reasons exists, the court will 
be imposing a stayed sentence (Stay of 
Execution) for 78 months.

This would be a mitigated dispositional 
departure, because the court is 
pronouncing a disposition that is not 
what the Grid disposition call for.



Presumptive Sentence vs. 
Durational Departure

Example: 

The current offense is a Criminal Sexual 
Conduct 3rd Degree – severity level D.

The total criminal history score for the 
offender is a 3.

The Presumptive Sentence is a 70 month 
commit, with a range of 60-84.

The court has determined that while a 
prison sentence is applicable, a shorter 
duration would be more appropriate. 
The court imposes a sentence of  Commit 
to the Commission for 30 months.

This would be a mitigated durational 
departure because the court is imposing 
a duration that is less that what the Grid 
calls for, including the range.
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