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Introduction

In 2025, the Commission looked at several “offense groups” to see whether the
offenses in each group were appropriately ranked

Today’s offense group involves offenses resulting in death (excluding criminal
vehicular homicide, discussed last year)

Before discussing the offenses in this group and the process for severity level
ranking specific to this offense group, we will provide an orientation to offense
ranking including:

* Discussing the ranking criteria used for assigning a severity level to an offense.

* Discussing severity level ranking options for an offense.
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When assigning severity-level rankings to Underlying the ranking decisions are
offenses, the Commission has historically these concepts:

based its decision, in part, on:

* The level and type of harm caused by the * The focus of the ranking is on the

offense (e.g., death, great bodily harm, typical offense.
substantial bodily harm, demonstrable
bodily harm); ¢ Offenses listed within each severity
o ) level are deemed to be equally
Culpability (i.e., blameworthiness); and serious.
* Statutory maximums (e.g., 25-year stat.
max., 10-year stat. max., 5-year stat. max)
as evidence of the Legislature’s view of
relative severity.
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Guidelines 5.A: The Offense Severity Reference Table

5.A. Offense Severity Reference Table
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Why are some offenses unranked?

* The offense is rarely prosecuted,
* The offense covers a wide range of underlying conduct, or

* The offense is new and the severity of a typical offense cannot yet be
determined

If an unranked offense gets a significant number of convictions, the Commission
promises to reexamine its ranking and assign an appropriate severity level for a
typical offense. (Comment 2.A.04.)
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Severity Level Ranking Options

The “normal” severity level reranking options include:
* Keep at current severity level
* Uprank to a higher severity level
* Downrank to a lower severity level

e Unrank an offense

* In theory, the Commission could also:
* Adjust the grid (i.e., create new severity level, combine existing severity levels)

* Make a legislative recommendation (e.g., to distinguish levels of misconduct)
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When adjusting an
offense’s severity
level, mind the gaps ...

... the durational change
between adjacent severity
levels cany vary dramatically
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