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Putting the following slides in context

• In February, I introduced you to a restructuring concept for the Sentencing 
Guidelines

• Since then, the Restructuring Committee and I—with great assistance from 
Ben Johnson, House Research—have been working toward getting you a draft 
of the restructured Guidelines for your consideration

• The draft language displayed on these slides is not that draft!!! This is 
preview-only language that has not been adopted by the committee

• These slides, and the table of contents in your meeting materials, are for 
illustrative purposes only—so you will be more prepared to receive the real 
draft before the October meeting
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New guidelines on applicability and 
effective dates consolidate 

scattered material in a logical place

APPLICABILITY & EFFECTIVE DATES

History section at the end of every 
guideline; right now, “history” 

begins in 2026, but this can be 
expanded backward someday

Generous use of cross-references to 
related information (here, to the guideline 

that explains how the Guidelines’ 
presumptive sentence is the basis for the 

minimum term of imprisonment for life 
sentences under Minn. Stat. § 609.3455)

For accuracy, guideline 1.30 refers 
to the amelioration doctrine
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There are enough special rules for 
the severity of theft offenses to 

warrant their own guideline

THEFT OFFENSES’ SEVERITY LEVELS

Here, clarifying commentary is 
promoted to the Guidelines due to 

the frequency of misunderstandings

Chapter 2 (determining the presumptive 
sentence) is naturally the longest chapter 

in the Guidelines. For this reason, six 
subchapters—each introduced by an 

unnumbered heading—logically divide 
the chapter and guide the reader 
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2.G.12, the special one-line “grid” 
for attempt or conspiracy to commit 

first-degree murder, is moved into 
the presumptive sentence 

subchapter; it is not truly a modifier

ATTEMPTED FIRST-DEGREE MURDER

To aid in web display and 
accessibility, all footnotes are 

replaced with ordinary text

There are two “modifying” 
subchapters: one for disposition 
and one for duration. All policies 
that modify one or the other are 

gathered into one of these 
subchapters
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This guideline gathers all 
disposition-modifying statutes—

now scattered in 2.C.3, 2.E.1, 2.E.2, 
and 2.G.9—together

STATUTORY DISPOSITION MODIFIERS

No attempt is made to restate the 
statutory requirements; the intent is 
to provide enough information to be 

helpful without supplanting the 
statute

When durational modifiers or 
consecutive-sentence policies also 

apply, cross-references are made
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Guideline 2.55 illustrates two goals of this 
project. First, logical organization: 

Although dispositional, this policy is also 
part of permissive-consecutive sentencing 

policy. It should be visible in both the 
dispositional modifiers subchapter and 
the consecutive-sentences subchapter. 

Second, clarity: The meaning of this policy 
was hazy, and has been rewritten to reflect 

staff’s best understanding of the 
Commission’s original intent. 

MODIFIERS’ ORDER OF OPERATIONS

If more than one durational modifier 
applies, the resulting presumptive 

sentence can differ depending on the 
order in which the modifiers are applied. 

For this reason, the subchapter on 
durational modifiers begins with a new, 

standard order of operations.
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HALFTIME MODIFIERS

Guideline 2.62 groups together all 
modifiers that reduce the 

presumptive duration by half

While brevity is not necessarily the 
goal of this project, guideline 2.62 
illustrates how clarity and logical 
organization can result in saving 

many words
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DEPARTURES

Because conditional-release terms 
and departures are not part of 

finding the presumptive sentence, 
they were removed from chapter 2. 

The former was placed in chapter 5, 
“related polices,” and the latter was 

given its own chapter 6.
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Guidelines 5.A is divided into four 
lists (three grids + unranked)

OFFENSE SEVERITY REFERENCE TABLE

If a severity level continues onto 
another page, the level displays at 
the top of the page automatically

Offense names and statute 
references are standardized
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Guidelines 5.B becomes 
guideline 7.50—by far the longest 

guideline

ALL OFFENSES BY STATUTE

Offense names are rewritten, if necessary, 
for clarity, accuracy, and criminality—so 

“Insurance Regulations” becomes 
“Violation of health insurance laws,” and 

“Forced Execution of Declaration” becomes 
“Living will fraud resulting in bodily harm”

Footnotes are replaced by inline 
cross-references to the applicable 

guideline. Here, guideline 2.51 
explains the dispositional modifier 

for second-degree controlled 
substance crime as a subsequent 
controlled substance conviction.
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