
Subd. 4. Reimbursement. Each member of the commission shall be reimbursed for all reasonable​
expenses actually paid or incurred by that member in the performance of official duties in the same manner​
as other employees of the state. The public members of the commission shall be compensated at the rate of​
$50 for each day or part thereof spent on commission activities.​

Subd. 5. Promulgation of Sentencing Guidelines. The commission shall promulgate Sentencing​
Guidelines for the district court. The guidelines shall be based on reasonable offense and offender​
characteristics. The guidelines promulgated by the commission shall be advisory to the district court and​
shall establish:​

(1) the circumstances under which imprisonment of an offender is proper; and​

(2) a presumptive, fixed sentence for offenders for whom imprisonment is proper, based on each​
appropriate combination of reasonable offense and offender characteristics. The guidelines shall provide​
for an increase of 20 percent and a decrease of 15 percent in the presumptive, fixed sentence.​

The Sentencing Guidelines promulgated by the commission may also establish appropriate sanctions​
for offenders for whom imprisonment is not proper. Any guidelines promulgated by the commission​
establishing sanctions for offenders for whom imprisonment is not proper shall make specific reference to​
noninstitutional sanctions, including but not limited to the following: payment of fines, day fines, restitution,​
community work orders, work release programs in local facilities, community based residential and​
nonresidential programs, incarceration in a local correctional facility, and probation and the conditions​
thereof.​

Although the Sentencing Guidelines are advisory to the district court, the court shall follow the procedures​
of the guidelines when it pronounces sentence in a proceeding to which the guidelines apply by operation​
of statute. Sentencing pursuant to the Sentencing Guidelines is not a right that accrues to a person convicted​
of a felony; it is a procedure based on state public policy to maintain uniformity, proportionality, rationality,​
and predictability in sentencing.​

In establishing and modifying the Sentencing Guidelines, the primary consideration of the commission​
shall be public safety. The commission shall also consider current sentencing and release practices; correctional​
resources, including but not limited to the capacities of local and state correctional facilities; and the long-term​
negative impact of the crime on the community.​

The provisions of sections 14.001 to 14.69 do not apply to the promulgation of the Sentencing Guidelines,​
and the Sentencing Guidelines, including severity levels and criminal history scores, are not subject to review​
by the legislative commission to review administrative rules. However, the commission shall adopt rules​
pursuant to sections 14.001 to 14.69 which establish procedures for the promulgation of the Sentencing​
Guidelines, including procedures for the promulgation of severity levels and criminal history scores, and​
these rules shall be subject to review by the Legislative Coordinating Commission.​

Subd. 6. Clearinghouse and information center. The commission, in addition to establishing Sentencing​
Guidelines, shall serve as a clearinghouse and information center for the collection, preparation, analysis​
and dissemination of information on state and local sentencing practices, and shall conduct ongoing research​
regarding Sentencing Guidelines, use of imprisonment and alternatives to imprisonment, plea bargaining,​
and other matters relating to the improvement of the criminal justice system. The commission shall from​
time to time make recommendations to the legislature regarding changes in the Criminal Code, criminal​
procedures, and other aspects of sentencing.​
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