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MINNESOTA SENTENCING GUIDELINES COMMISSION 
MODIFICATIONS FOR COMMISSION CONSIDERATION 

November 6, 2002 
 

1. Determine Disposition for Crimes Committed in Furtherance of Terrorism – 
M.S. §609.714 

 
Description of new offense:  Creates a sentencing enhancement for a person who commits a crime to further 
terrorism.  Requires: 

1. Crime is a felony 
2. Premeditated act involving violence to persons or property 
3. With intent to terrorize a considerable number of members of the public or to cause public 

disruptions.  
 
This offense has a statutory maximum that is 50% longer than that of the statutory maximum for the underlying 
crime.  

 
Previous Commission Action:  The Commission established the presumptive duration with the following 
language passed July 18, 2002:   
 

G.  Convictions for Attempts, Conspiracies, and Other Sentence Modifiers:   
**** 
For persons sentenced under Minn. Stat. § 609.714 (an offense committed in furtherance of terrorism), 

the presumptive sentence duration for the underlying offense is increased 50%. 

**** 

Decision made Nov 6:  The commission decided that the presumptive disposition for this offense should be 
based on the presumptive disposition for the underlying offense and that a departure factor should be added for 
these offenses so that executed sentences could be given without citing additional grounds for departure.  
However, Jim Early pointed out after the meeting that the courts have ruled that elements of an offense cannot 
be used as reasons for departure. It was suggested that instead of adding a departure factor for this offense, the 
language might just state that executed sentences given for these offenses would not be departures. 
 
Suggested Language: 

**** 

For persons sentenced under Minn. Stat. § 609.714 (an offense committed in furtherance of terrorism), 

the presumptive sentence duration for the underlying offense is increased 50%.  The presumptive 

sentence is determined by locating the Sentencing Guidelines Grid cell defined by the offender's 

criminal history score and the severity level of the underlying crime.  It is not a departure to sentence 

offenders convicted under Minn Stat § 609.714 to an executed prison sentence, regardless of the 

presumptive disposition for the underlying offense. 

**** 

Relevant Language from H.F. 2515, 5th Engrossment: 
 
Sec. 20.  [609.714] [CRIMES COMMITTED IN FURTHERANCE OF  
 24.16  TERRORISM.]  
 24.17     Subdivision 1.  [DEFINITION.] As used in this section, a  
 24.18  crime is committed to "further terrorism" if the crime is a  
 24.19  felony and is a premeditated act involving violence to persons  
 24.20  or property that is intended to:  
 24.21     (1) terrorize, intimidate, or coerce a considerable number  
 24.22  of members of the public in addition to the direct victims of  
 24.23  the act; and  
 24.24     (2) significantly disrupt or interfere with the lawful  
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 24.25  exercise, operation, or conduct of government, lawful commerce,  
 24.26  or the right of lawful assembly.  
 24.27     Subd. 2.  [FURTHERANCE OF TERRORISM; CRIME DESCRIBED;  
 24.28  PENALTY.] A person who commits a felony crime to further  
 24.29  terrorism is guilty of a crime.  The statutory maximum for the  
 24.30  crime is 50 percent longer than the statutory maximum for the  
24.31 underlying crime. 


