
POST BOARD WORKSHEET FOR VARIANCE REQUEST 

Date of Board meeting: July 24, 2025 

Petitioner: Sikander Bhardwaj 

Basis for Variance Request: Mr. Bhardwaj has a Master of Science degree in Information 
Technology from Lovely Professional University (India). Lovely Professional University is not 
regionally accredited; therefore, it does not meet the definition of a "school." 

Rule Citation: 
Rule 6700.0100, subpart 20. School. "School" means a postsecondary institution which is 
accredited by one of the six regional accrediting associations and authorized to award academic 
degrees including, but not limited to, Associate of Arts (A.A.) degrees, Associate of Science 
(A.S.) degrees, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degrees, and Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degrees. 

Summary of Request (also see actual request attached): Mr. Bhardwaj is currently interning 
with the Minneapolis Police Department and is slotted to attend the ICPOET program at HTC to 
become eligible to take the peace officer licensing examination. Mr. Bhardwaj is unable to 
enroll in the ICPOET program because his degree is from a university not located in the U.S.­
therefore it is not regionally accredited. Mr. Bhardwaj is petitioning the Board for a variance to 
recognize Lovely Professional University as a school, thus validating his degree and making him 
eligible for the ICPOET program. Mr. Bhardwaj had his degree evaluated by Educational 
Credential Evaluators (ECE). ECE determined Mr. Bhardwaj's degree was the equivalent of a 
degree issued in the U.S. by a regionally accredited institution. 

Previous Board Action on Similar Requests: 
• 2022 - Board granted three variance requests to recognize a foreign education facility as

a school under 6700.0 l 00, subpart 20.
• 2023 - Board granted a variance to recognize a foreign education facility as a school

under 6700.0100, subpart 20.
• 2024 - Board granted two variances to recognize a foreign education facility as a school

under 6700.0100, subpart 20

Board Review of Variance Request: 
• The Board may ask questions or request additional information from the petitioner.
• The Board cannot waive statutory requirements.
• The Board may attach any conditions to the granting of a variance needed to protect

public health and safety.
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