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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Variance Petition Summary 
Date of Board Meeting: August 28, 2025 

Petitioner: Le Thi Kim Anh 

Basis for Variance Request: Le Thi Kim Anh has a bachelor’s and a master’s degree 
in law from Ho Chi Minh City University of Law (Viet Nam). Ho Chi Minh City University 
is not regionally accredited, therefore, per rule, the institution is not considered a 
“school.” 

Rule Citation: 
6700.0100, subdivision 20. School. “School” means a postsecondary institution which 
is accredited by one of the six regional accrediting associations and authorized to award 
academic degrees including, but not limited to, Associate of Arts (A.A.) degrees, 
Associate of Science (A.S.) degrees, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degrees, and Bachelor of 
Science (B.S.) degrees.  

Summary of Request (also see actual request attached): Le Thi Kim Anh has received 
an offer from the Minneapolis Police Department for the position of Cadet. This position 
requires Le Thi Kim Anh to enroll in the ICPOET program at HTC. Unfortunately, because 
Le Thi Kim Anh’s degree was not issued by a regionally accredited university, she is 
ineligible to enroll in the ICPOET program. World Education Services (WES) evaluated 
Le Thi Kim Anh’s degrees. The evaluation report states both degrees (bachelor’s and 
master’s) are the equivalent of a degree issued by a regionally accredited institution.  

Previous Board Action on Similar Requests:  
• 2022 – The POST Board granted three variance requests to recognize a foreign

education facility as a school under 6700.0100, subpart 20.
• 2023 – The POST Board granted a variance to recognize a foreign education

facility as a school under 6700.0100, subpart 20.
• 2024 – The POST Board granted two variances to recognize a foreign education

facility as a school under 6700.0100, subpart 20.
• 2025 – The POST Board granted four variances to recognize a foreign education

facility as a school under 6700.0100, subpart 20.

Board Review of Variance Request: 
– The Board may ask questions or request additional information from the petitioner.
– The Board cannot waive statutory requirements.
– The Board may attach any conditions to the granting of a variance needed to

protect public health and safety.



1. Would the application of the rule, as applied to the circumstances of the
petitioner, serve any of the purposes of the rule?

• If yes, go to bullet number 2 below.
• If no, this is a mandatory variance and must be granted. To grant the variance:

a. identify any conditions to the granting of the variance needed to ensure
the variance protects the public health and safety;

b. determine how long should the variance be in effect; and
c. make a motion.

Sample motion to GRANT a mandatory variance: I make a motion for the Board 
to approve the petitioner’s request for a variance because application of the 
Minnesota Rule 6700.____, as applied to the circumstances of the petitioner, would 
not serve any purpose of the rule. I move that the variance be granted until ____ with 
the following conditions . . . . 

2. If this is a discretionary variance, the Board may grant it only if the board
determines that all three of the following statements are true:

a. the application of the rule to the petitioner would result in hardship or
injustice;

b. a variance from the rule would be consistent with public interest; and
c. a variance from the rule would not negatively impact the substantial legal

or economic rights of any person or entity.

Sample motion to GRANT a discretionary variance:  I make a motion for the Board 
to grant the petitioner’s request for a variance because the statutory criteria for a 
discretionary variance have been met.  I move that the variance of Minnesota Rule 
6700.____ be granted until ____ with the following conditions . . . . 

Sample motion to DENY a discretionary variance: I make a motion for the Board 
to deny the petitioner’s request for a variance of Minnesota Rule 6700.____ because 
the statutory criteria for a discretionary variance have not been met.  Specifically, 
[identify all that apply]:  

a. the application of the rule to the petitioner would not result in hardship or
injustice;

b. a variance from the rule would not be consistent with public interest;
and/or

c. a variance from the rule would prejudice the legal or economic rights of a
person.







Le Thi Kim Anh 

June 26, 2025 

  

Request for a Variance of a Minnesota Rule 

  

I am Le Thi Kim Anh. I am respectfully writing to request a variance of 6700.0100, 
subpart 20 per Minn.14.055. 

I have a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in law in Viet Nam. I worked in the 
Civil Judgment Enforcement in Ho Chi Minh City for 18 years and taught law at Ton Duc Thang 
University for more than 10 years in Viet Nam before moving to the United States. My career 
has been closely linked to the legal field throughout my life. 

1. I cannot comprehensively comply with the POST Board Rule 6700.0100, subpart 
20 as stated because my degrees were issued in Viet Nam, outside the United States. This is 
the reason and circumstance that make this request necessary. 

2.  The application of the rule would result in hardship for me due to holding me back 
from getting into the MPD Cadet program, which is only available to people who have 2 or 4 
years college degrees. It will delay my progress to be a recruit and become a police officer. It 
is also pushing me back to the CSO program for 2-3 years which is for people who don’t have 
a college degree. In addition, outside of working, I have to take care of my husband. He is a 
U.S disability veteran. He served in the Marine Corps for 6 years. Now he cannot work 
because of his illness. His illness is caused by Parkinson's disease. We do not have any 
relatives and family members here to help take care of him other than me, and this is one of 
the hardest parts of my daily life that I have to do. I spent 8 years studying law (5 years for 
bachelor’s degree and 3 years for master’s degree) in Viet Nam. It is injustice for me to have 
to start over like those who have never been in college when my degrees are evaluated as 
equivalent to bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in the United States.  

Considering where I’m at my age now, I am afraid it will be more difficult for me to 
perform the job if there are any more delays. Throughout one’s life, the time to work and 
contribute to society is limited. My working ability is being in the stage of physical, mental 
and intellectual maturity. That is the personal resource that I want to utilize to dedicate to 
the community where I am living - Minneapolis. I really want to continue working in the 
enforcement field at Minneapolis Police Department with the knowledge and experience 
which I have accumulated for more than a decade as an examiner. This variance allows me 
to save my time for learning about the language, culture, and customs of Minneapolis’ ethnic 
communities which will help me do my job more effectively. Accepting this variance gives 



me, as well as the people in the same circumstance as me, the motivation to continue 
pursuing our career, actively contributing to the safety of the community. 

3.  To my knowledge, the application of this regulation does not harm the legal or 
economic rights of any individual or organization. The requested deviation does not affect 
the safety, security, or integrity of law enforcement practices in Minnesota. The application 
of this regulation opens job opportunities, contributions, and fairness for qualified residents 
who have previously been trained aboard with their passion and enthusiasm. I know my 
colleagues who have obtained their degree abroad, have similar variance requests like my 
situation. They submitted their variance request to the POST board some weeks ago. 

4. I do not have any specific information to state whether the POST board has acted 
on any requests like this one before. I only know that two other colleagues of mine who take 
the same course of action due to our degrees being issued overseas. 

5.  To my knowledge, the only cases like this variance request would be the ones from 
my colleagues which should be submitted for the same circumstance. 

6.  I do not know of any person or entity that would be adversely affected if the POST 
board granted this variance request. To my knowledge, no individual or organization would 
be adversely affected if the POST board approved this variance.   

Thank you for considering my application. I am happy to provide additional 
information if needed. 

  

Sincerely, 

Le Thi Kim Anh 

 




















































