

Public Employment Relations Board Meeting Minutes – August 17, 2021

Attending were Board Members Laura Cooper, Martin Munic, and Margaret Luger-Nikolai and alternate Board Members Marlin Osthus, Scott Lepak, and Richard Kaspari
Also present were Jeff Dains, PERB Executive Director, Adam Frudden representing Minneapolis Public Schools and Jill Kielblock
The meeting of the PERB Board was called to order by Chair Luger-Nikolai at 11:32 a.m.
1) Minutes of the July 16, 2021 PERB Board meeting.  

Motion by Luger-Nikolai and seconded by Munic.to approve minutes as amended.
Roll Call:  Luger-Nikolai Aye; Munic Aye; Cooper Aye
2) Financial Report

Executive Director Dains reported that he continues to work on completing the hearing officer contracts and hopes to have them completed soon.  An issue raised by Minnesota Management and Budget regarding the PERB budget was part of the delay.  The issue has been resolved by transfer of $30,000 from the 41030 Part-Time-Seasonal-Labor Services budget line to the 41130 Prof-Tech Services-Outside Vendor budget line.

3) Staffing Update

Executive Director Dains reported that OAS Lynn Stetler resigned effective Thursday, August 12, 2021 and that there are no immediate plans to replace her at this time.

Board discussed hiring of a new Executive Director.  Kielblock recused herself from the meeting room during discussion.  Offer was made and accepted by Jill Kielblock.  Start date to be determined as soon as appropriate MMB paperwork is completed.  Current Executive Director Dains will remain on board during the transition period.
 
4) Case Status Updates

a. 21-U-008 St. Paul Federation of Educators v St. Paul Public Schools – Hearing scheduled for September 28, 2021 in front of hearing officer Jacobs

b. 21-U-009 Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. v. City of Rochester (Deferral) – Waiting for resolution reached during mediation to be finalized

c. 21-U-010 SEIU Healthcare v. Minnesota Management and Budget (Exceptions) – Parties have submitted exceptions, response to exceptions and request for oral argument; Luger-Nikolai, Cooper and Munic agree that oral arguments are appropriate.  Executive Director Dains to contact parties and suggest a date of Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 10:00 am at the Bureau of Mediation Services Conference Room 6.  Oral arguments will be limited to thirty (30) minutes.

d. 21-U-012 Minneapolis Federation of Teachers v. Minneapolis Public Schools – Scheduling of hearing pending before Hearing Officer Jacobs

e. 21-U-015 Teamsters Local 320 v. Ramsey County – Scheduling of hearing pending before Hearing Officer Lundberg

f. 21-U-017 Strickland v. Vars, President of AFSCME Local 915 – Parties are interested in mediation however BMS Commissioner Johnson has indicated that the Bureau does not mediate Duty of Fair Representation cases.  Chair Luger-Nikolai will have discussion with the Commissioner.  In the alternative, Osthus volunteered to mediate.

g. 21-U-021 AFSCME Council 65 v. Stearns County – complaint has been withdrawn

h. 21-U-019 AFSCME Council 5 v. Ramsey County – AFSCME has appealed the Board’s decision not to issue a complaint to the Court of Appeals.  Board believes it should participate in the case as the issue is a matter of the process the Board uses to make its decisions.  Kaspari volunteered to contact the Attorney General’s office to learn the protocols related to their possible representation of the Board and/or ability of certain Board alternates to act pro bono.  The Assistant Attorney General assigned to work with the Bureau is Kelly Kemp.  Executive Director will need to begin preparing documents for submission to the Court of Appeals.

5) Cases for Discussion

a. 21-U-016 Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1005 v. Met Council – Report by Luger-Nikolai and Lepak that they believe they need more information.  Luger-Nikolai will formulate questions for review by Lepak and forward to the Executive Director who will forward to the parties.

b. 21-U-018 Minnesota Nurses Association v. Hennepin Health Care System – Munic recused himself from the meeting room for discussion. Report by Osthus and Lepak that no complaint should be issued. Motion by Cooper and seconded by Luger-Nikolai to support recommendation.  Roll call vote Luger-Nikolai - Aye, Cooper - Aye and Lepak – Aye.  Osthus to draft decision for review at next meeting. 

c. 21-U-020 Teamsters Local 346 v. Cloquet Police Department – Report by Luger-Nikolai and Lepak that they have not reached agreement related to this case with resulting discussion among Board Members and alternates present.  Continued to next Board meeting. 

6) Cases to be assigned

a. 21-U-022 Education Minnesota Edina v. Edina Public Schools – Executive Director Dains reported parties have asked that action by the Board be put on hold pending ongoing settlement discussions.  Board agrees to hold until next meeting.

b. 21-U-023 Minnesota Association of Professional Employees v. Minnesota Management and Budget – assigned to Cooper and Lepak                                            

c. 21-U-024 Minnesota Association of Professional Employees MAPE v. Minnesota Management and Budget – assigned to Munic and Lepak

d. 21-U-025 SEIU Healthcare v. Minnesota Management and Budget – hold assignment pending outcome of exceptions hearing in 21-U-010 SEIU Healthcare v. MMB

e. 21-U-026 SEIU Healthcare v. Minnesota Management and Budget – hold assignment pending outcome of exceptions hearing in 21-U-010 SEIU Healthcare v. MMB

f. 21-U-027 Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1005 v. Met Council – assigned to Luger-Nikolai and Osthus

g. 21-U-028 Education MN St. Louis County Local 1406 v. St. Louis County Schools I.S.D. 2142 – hold assignment for next meeting

h. 21-U-029 State Federation of Educators v. St. Paul Public Schools – Luger-Nikolai recused herself from meeting room for this discussion – assigned to Kaspari and Osthus

i. 21-U-030 United Teachers of South Washington County v. Sounty Washington County Schools -- Luger-Nikolai recused herself from meeting room for this discussion – assigned to Kaspari and Osthus

j. 21-U-031 Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop Education Association v. Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop I.S.D. 2365 – hold assignment as parties have asked for extension in time to submit information

7) Per Diem and Mileage Forms – Executive Director Dains reminded Board Members and alternates to submit appropriate forms for processing

8) NEXT MEETING – Friday, September 17, 2021 at 10:30 am at the offices of the Bureau of Mediation Services in Conference Room 6.  Drafts to Cooper as soon as possible but no later than Friday, September 10, 2021 for review prior to consideration at the September Board meeting.

9) Motion to adjourn by Cooper, seconded by Luger-Nikolai.  Roll call vote Cooper – Aye, Luger-Nikolai – Aye, and Lepak -- Aye
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