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Additional licensure program: A teacher licensure
program designed for preparing candidates, who have
already completed state-approved teacher preparation or
licensure via portfolio to obtain additional licensure. 

Note: To enroll in an additional licensure program the
candidate must hold or qualify for a Tier 3 or Tier 4
license in Minnesota. 

Candidate: The individual working toward licensure in
the teacher preparation program.

Course: Instruction provided to teacher candidates.

Discretionary variance: A way to meet the intent of the
rule differently than written or be waived from the rule
upon request with Board approval

edTPA: The board-adopted teacher performance
assessment.

Endorsement program: A teacher preparation program
designed for candidates, who already hold a Tier 3 or Tier
4 license or are eligible for a Tier 3 or Tier 4 license, to
add any additional field to their license. 

Note: Some endorsement fields require that the
candidate hold a specific teaching license prior to
entering the program or receiving the endorsement at the
conclusion of the program.

Glossary



Initial licensure program: A teacher licensure program designed for preparing
candidates for their initial professional license.

Interim report: A report, submitted by the unit or program, with narrative and evidence to
address how the unit or program will remediate any standards identified as “Not Met” or
other issues. 

PELSB team chair: The PELSB staff member responsible for facilitating the unit site
visit.

Professional license: A teaching license that is transferrable to any school, including a
Tier 3 license, a Tier 4 license, a 5-year professional license, or a professional license
from another state.

Program Review Panel (PRP): A review body comprised of 13 individuals (11 voting
members) responsible for assisting with program review and approval.   

Student: An individual receiving instruction and assessment from a teacher or teacher
candidate. Typically, a student is PreK – grade 12 pupil attending elementary, middle, or
high school.  

Rule: A binding regulation that was adopted by a state agency. Minnesota rules are cited
as “Minn. R.” or “Minnesota Rules.” Minnesota Rules are available on the Revisor’s
webpage at https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/


Standards of Effective Practice (SEPs): Pedagogical
standards that all teacher candidates completing a
board-approved initial licensure program or licensure
via portfolio must meet (and that all initial licensure
programs must address through a learning opportunity
and an assessment). These pedagogical standards
include the essential knowledge, skills, and
dispositions a teacher needs to be effective in the
classroom. The SEPs are set forth in Minn. R.
8710.2000.

Statute: A law or laws enacted by the state legislature.
Minnesota statutes are cited as “Minn. Stat.” or
“Minnesota Statutes.” Minnesota Statutes are available
on the Revisor’s webpage at
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/. 

Syllabus: Documentation of learning opportunities and
assessments used by candidates and teacher
educators. This may include course outlines or other
documentation. 

Teacher educator: The individual employed or
directed by the unit to facilitate a candidate’ learning
opportunities and assessments (sometimes referred to
as “instructor”).

Teacher Preparation Committee (TPC): A Board
committee responsible for reviewing all
recommendations submitted to the Board regarding
unit and program approval, as well as discretionary
variance requests from teacher preparation providers.

Transfer program: A program that only meets a
subset of licensure standards. 

Note: For a candidate to be recommended for
licensure, transfer program completers must complete
the remainder of licensure standards within an
approved program.

Unit: The approved provider that is offering one or
more teacher preparation programs.

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/
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Acronyms

BOT:

CACREP:

CHEA:

CAEP:

CTE:

edTPA:

EPPAS:

HLC:

IHE:

InTASC:

IOwA:

MACTE:

MTLEs:

PELSB:

PERCA:

PRP:

PUR:

RIPA:

SEPs:

TPC:

Board of Teaching

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related

Educational Programs

Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation

Council for Higher Education Accreditation

Career and Technical Education

Educative Teacher Performance Assessment

Educator Preparation Program Application System

Higher Learning Commission

Institute of Higher Education

Interstate Teacher Assessment & Support Consortium

Identified Official with Authority

Minnesota Association of Colleges of Teacher Education

Minnesota Teacher Licensure Examinations

Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board

(sometimes referred to as “the Board”)

Program Effectiveness Report for Continuing Approval

Program Review Panel

Pool of Unit Reviewers

Request for Initial Program Approval

Standards of Effective Practice

Teacher Preparation Committee


